
 
R657.  Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources. 
R657-9.  Taking Waterfowl, Wilson’s Snipe and Coot. 
R657-9-1.  Purpose and Authority.  

(1)  Under authority of Sections 23-14-18 and 23-14-19, and in accordance with 50 
CFR 20, 50 CFR 32.64 and 50 CFR 27.21, 2004 edition, which is incorporated by 
reference, the Wildlife Board has established this rule for taking waterfowl, Wilson’s snipe, 
and coot. 

(2)  Specific dates, areas, limits, requirements and other administrative details which 
may change annually are published in the guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking 
waterfowl, Wilson’s snipe and coot. 
 
R657-9-8.  Nontoxic Shot. 

(1)  Only nontoxic shot may be in possession or used while hunting waterfowl and 
coot. 

(2)  A person may not possess or use lead shot: 
(a)  while hunting waterfowl or coot in any area of the state; 
(b)  on federal refuges; 
(c)  on the following waterfowl management areas:  Bicknell Bottoms, Blue Lake, 

Brown's Park, Clear Lake, Desert Lake, Farmington Bay, Harold S. Crane, Howard Slough, 
Locomotive Springs, Manti Meadow, Mills Meadows, Ogden Bay, Powell Slough, Public 
Shooting Grounds, Salt Creek, Stewart’s Lake, Timpie Springs, Willard Spur; or 

(d)  on the Scott M. Matheson or Utah Lake wetland preserve. 
 
R657-9-30.  Rest Areas and No Shooting Areas. 
 (1)  A person may only access and use state waterfowl management areas in 
accordance with state and federal law, state administrative code, and proclamations of the 
Wildlife Board. 
 (2)(a) The division may establish portions of state waterfowl management areas as 
“rest areas” for wildlife that are closed to the public and trespass of any kind is prohibited. 
 (b) In addition to any areas identified in the proclamation of the Wildlife Board for 
taking waterfowl, Wilson’s snipe, and coot, the following areas are designated as rest 
areas:     

(i) That portion of Clear Lake Waterfowl Management Area known as Spring Lake; 
(ii) That portion of Desert Lake Waterfowl Management Area known as Desert Lake; 
(iii) That portion of Public Shooting Grounds Waterfowl Management Area that lies 

above and adjacent to the Hull Lake Diversion Dike known as Duck Lake; 
(iv) That portion of Salt Creek Waterfowl Management Area known as Rest Lake;  

 (v) That portion of Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area that lies in the 
northwest quarter of unit one; and 
 (iv) That portion of Ogden Bay Waterfowl Management Area known as North 
Bachman. 
 (c) Maps of all rest areas will be available at division offices, on the division’s 
website, and to the extent necessary, marked with signage at each rest area. 



 (3)(a) The division may establish portions of state waterfowl management areas as 
“No Shooting Areas” where the discharge of weapons for the purposes of hunting is 
prohibited. 
 (b) No Shooting Areas remain open to the public for other lawful activities. 
 (c) In addition to any areas identified in the proclamation of the Wildlife Board for 
taking waterfowl, Wilson’s snipe, and coot, the following areas are No Shooting Areas: 

(i) All of Antelope Island, including all areas within 600 feet of the upland vegetative 
line or other clearly defined high water mark;   

(ii) Within 600 feet of the north and south side of the center line of Antelope Island 
causeway; 

(iii) Within 600 feet of all structures found at Brown's Park Waterfowl Management 
Area; 

(iv) The following portions of Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area: 
(A) within 600 feet of the Headquarters; 
(B) within 600 feet of dikes and roads accessible by motorized vehicles; [and] 
(C) within the area designated as the Learning Center; and 
(D)  within the 100 yard buffer around the Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management 

Area rest area. 
(v) Within 600 feet of the headquarters area of Ogden Bay Waterfowl Management 

Area; 
(vi) Within the boundaries of all State Parks except those designated open by 

appropriate signage as provided in Rule R651-614-4; 
(vii) Within 1/3 of a mile of the Great Salt Lake Marina; 
(viii) Below the high-water mark of Gunnison Bend Reservoir and its inflow upstream 

to the Southerland Bridge, Millard County; 
(xi)  All property within the boundary of the Salt Lake International Airport; and 

 (x) All property within the boundaries of federal migratory bird refuges, unless 
hunting waterfowl specifically authorized by the federal government. 
 (4) The division reserves the right to manage division lands and regulate their use 
consistent with Utah Code § 23-21-7 and Utah Administrative Code R657-28. 
  
R657-9-34.  Waterfowl Blinds on Waterfowl Management Areas 

(1)  Waterfowl blinds on division waterfowl management areas may be constructed 
or used as provided in Subsection (a) through Subsection (e). 

(a)  Waterfowl blinds may not be left unattended overnight, except for blinds 
constructed entirely of non-woody, vegetative materials that naturally occur where the blind 
is located. 

(b)  Trees and shrubs on waterfowl management areas that are live or dead 
standing may not be cut or damaged except as expressly authorized in writing by the 
division. 

(c)  Excavating soil or rock on waterfowl management areas above or below water 
surface is strictly prohibited, except as expressly authorized in writing by the division. 

(d)  Rock and soil material may not be transported to waterfowl management areas 
for purposes of constructing a blind. 

(e)  Waterfowl blinds may not be constructed or used in any area or manner, which 
obstructs vehicular or pedestrian travel on dikes. 



(2)  The restrictions set forth in Subsection (1)(a) through Subsection (1)(c) do not 
apply to the following waterfowl management areas:  

(a)  Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area - West and North of Unit 1, Turpin 
Unit, and Doug Miller Unit,. 

(b)  Howard Slough Waterfowl Management Area - West and South of the exterior 
dike separating the waterfowl management area’s fresh water impoundments from the 
Great Salt Lake. 

(c)  Ogden Bay Waterfowl Management Area - West of Unit 1, Unit 2, and Unit 3. 
(d)  Harold Crane Waterfowl Management Area - one half mile North and West of 

the exterior dike separating the waterfowl management area’s fresh water impoundments 
from Willard Spur. 

(3)  The restrictions set forth in Subsection (1)(a) through Subsection (1)(c) do not 
apply to blinds on Willard Spur Waterfowl Management Area; and: 

(a)  the placement of any new permanent blind will require written permission from 
UDWR and FFSL. 

(4)  Waterfowl blinds constructed or maintained on waterfowl management areas in 
violation of this section may be removed or destroyed by the division without notice. 

([4]5)  Any unoccupied, permanent waterfowl blind located on state land open to 
public access for hunting may be used by any person without priority to the person that 
constructed the blind.  It being the intent of this rule to make such blinds available to any 
person on a first-come, first-serve basis.   

([5]6)  Waterfowl blinds or decoys cannot be left unattended overnight on state land 
open to public access for hunting in an effort to reserve the particular location where the 
blinds or decoys are placed. 
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