
 
R657.  Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources. 
R657-5.  Taking Big Game. 
R657-5-1.  Purpose and Authority. 
 (1)  Under authority of Sections 23-14-18 and 23-14-19, the Wildlife Board has 
established this rule for taking deer, elk, pronghorn, moose, bison, bighorn sheep, and 
Rocky Mountain goat. 
 (2)  Specific dates, areas, methods of take, requirements, and other administrative 
details which may change annually are published in the guidebook of the Wildlife Board for 
taking big game. 
 
R657-5-20.  Purchasing or Selling Big Game or its Parts. 
 (1)  A person may only purchase, sell, offer or possess for sale, barter, exchange or 
trade any big game or its parts as follows: 
 (a)  Antlers, heads and horns of legally taken big game may be purchased or sold 
only on the dates published in the guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game; 
 (b)  Untanned hides of legally taken big game may be purchased or sold only on the 
dates published in the guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game; 
 (c)  [Inedible byproducts, excluding]tanned hides[, antlers and horns] of legally 
[possessed]taken big game [as provided in Subsection 23-20-3, ]may be purchased or sold 
at any time; 
[ (d)  tanned hides of legally taken big game may be purchased or sold at any time;] 
and 
 ([e]d)  shed antlers and horns may be purchased or sold at any time. 
 (2)(a)  Protected wildlife that is obtained by the division by any means may be sold 
or donated at any time by the division or its agent. 
 (b)  A person may purchase or receive protected wildlife from the division, which is 
sold or donated in accordance with Subsection (2)(a), at any time. 
 (3)  A person selling or purchasing antlers, heads, horns or untanned hides shall 
keep transaction records stating: 
 (a)  the name and address of the person who harvested the animal; 
 (b)  the transaction date; and 
 (c)  the permit number of the person who harvested the animal. 
 (4)  Subsection (3) does not apply to scouting programs or other charitable 
organizations using untanned hides. 
 
R657-5-27.  Antlerless Deer Hunts. 
 (1)(a)  To hunt antlerless deer, a hunter must obtain an antlerless deer permit. 
 (b)  A person may obtain only one antlerless deer permit or a two-doe antlerless 
deer permit through the division's antlerless big game drawing. 
 (2)(a)  An antlerless deer permit allows a person to take one antlerless deer using 
the weapon type, within the area, and during season dates specified on the permit and in 
the Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (b)  A two-doe antlerless deer permit allows a person to take two antlerless deer 
using the weapon type, within the area, and during the season specified on the permit and 
in the Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 



 (c)  A person may not hunt antlerless deer on any deer cooperative wildlife 
management unit unless that person obtains an antlerless deer permit for that specific 
cooperative wildlife management unit. 
 (3)  A person who has obtained an antlerless deer permit may not hunt during any 
other antlerless deer hunt or obtain any other antlerless deer permits, except as provided in 
R657-44-3. 
 (4)(a)  A person who obtains an antlerless deer permit and any of the permits listed 
in Subsection (b) may use the antlerless deer permit during the established season for the 
antlerless deer permit and during the established season for the applicable permits listed in 
Subsection (b) provided: 
 (i)  the permits are both valid for the same area; 
 (ii)  the appropriate archery equipment is used, if hunting antlerless deer during an 
archery season or hunt; and 
 (iii)  the appropriate muzzleloader hunt equipment is used, if hunting antlerless deer 
during a muzzleloader season or hunt. 
 (b)(i)  General buck deer for archery, muzzleloader, any weapon, or dedicated 
hunter; 
 (ii) General bull elk for archery, muzzleloader, any weapon, or multi-season; 
 (iii)  Premium limited entry buck deer for archery, muzzleloader, any weapon, or 
multi-season; 
 (iv)  Limited entry buck deer for archery, muzzleloader, any weapon, or multi-
season; 
 (v)  Limited entry bull elk for archery, muzzleloader, any weapon, or multi-season; 
or 
 (vi)  Antlerless elk. 
 (c)  A person that possess an unfilled antlerless deer permit and harvests an animal 
under authority of a permit listed in Subsection (b), may continue hunting antlerless deer as 
prescribed in Subsections (a) and (b) during the remaining portions of the Subsection (b) 
permit season. 
 (5)(a) A person who has obtained an antlerless deer permit must report hunt 
information within 30 calendar days after the end of the hunting season, whether the permit 
holder was successful or unsuccessful in harvesting an antlerless deer. 

(b)  Antlerless deer permit holders must report hunt information by telephone, or 
through the division's Internet address. 
 (c)  A person who fails to comply with the requirement in Subsection (a) shall be 
ineligible to apply for any general season antlerless, general season doe, general season 
antlerless cooperative wildlife management, or general season doe cooperative wildlife 
management unit permit or preference point in the following year. 
 (d)  Late questionnaires may be accepted pursuant to Rule R657-42-9(3). 
 
 
R657-5-34.  Antlerless Elk Hunts. 
 (1)  To hunt antlerless elk, a hunter must obtain an antlerless elk permit. 
 (2)(a)  An antlerless elk permit allows a person to take one antlerless elk using the 
weapon type, within the area, and during season dates specified on the permit and in the 
Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 



 (b)  A person may not hunt antlerless elk on an elk cooperative wildlife management 
unit unless that person obtains an antlerless elk permit for that specific cooperative wildlife 
management unit. 
 (c)  Antlerless elk control permits are not valid on cooperative wildlife management 
units.  
 (3)(a)  A person may obtain three elk permits each year, in combination as follows: 
 (i)  a maximum of one bull elk permit; 
 (ii)  a maximum of one antlerless elk permit issued through the division's antlerless 
big game drawing; and 
 (iii)  a maximum of two antlerless elk permits acquired over the counter or online 
after the antlerless big game drawing is finalized, including antlerless elk: 
 (A)  control permits, as described in Subsection (5); 
 (B)  depredation permits, as described in Section R657-44-8; 
 (C)  mitigation permit vouchers, as defined in Subsection R657-44-2(2); and 
 (D)  private lands only permits, as described in Subsection (6). 
 (b)  Antlerless elk mitigation permits obtained by a landowner or lessee under 
Section R657-44-3 do not count toward the annual three elk permit limitation prescribed in 
this subsection. 
 (i)  "Mitigation permit" has the same meaning as defined in Subsection R657-44-
2(2). 
 (c)  For the purposes of obtaining multiple elk permits, a hunter's choice elk permit 
is considered a bull elk permit. 
 (4)(a)  To obtain an antlerless elk control permit, a person must first obtain a big 
game buck, bull, or once-in-a-lifetime permit. An antlerless elk control permit allows a person 
to take one antlerless elk using the same weapon type, during the same season dates, and 
within areas of overlap between the boundary of the buck, bull, or once-in-a-lifetime permit 
and the boundary of the antlerless elk control unit, as provided in the Antlerless guidebook 
by the Wildlife Board. 
 (b)  Antlerless elk control permits are sold over the counter or online after the 
division's antlerless big game drawing is finalized. 
 (c)  A person that possesses an unfilled antlerless elk control permit and harvests 
an animal under the buck, bull, or once-in-a-lifetime permit referenced in Subsection (b), 
may continue hunting antlerless elk as prescribed in Subsection (b) during the remaining 
portions of the buck, bull, or once-in-a-lifetime permit season. 
 (5)(a)  A private lands only permit allows a person to take one antlerless elk on 
private land within a prescribed unit using any weapon during the season dates and area 
provided in the Big Game guidebook by the Wildlife Board. 
 (b)  No boundary extension or buffer zones on public land will be applied to private 
lands only permits. 
 (c)  Private lands only permits are sold over the counter or online after the division's 
antlerless big game drawing is finalized. 
 (d)  "Private lands" means, for purposes of this subsection, any land owned in fee 
by an individual or legal entity, excluding: 
 (i)  land owned by the state or federal government; 
 (ii)  land owned by a county or municipality; 
 (iii)  land owned by an Indian tribe; 



 (iv)  land enrolled in a Cooperative Wildlife Management Unit under Rule R657-37; 
and 
 (v)  land where public access for big game hunting has been secured. 
 (6)(a) A person who has obtained an antlerless elk permit must report hunt 
information within 30 calendar days after the end of the hunting season, whether the permit 
holder was successful or unsuccessful in harvesting an antlerless elk. 

(b)  Antlerless elk permit holders must report hunt information by telephone, or 
through the division's Internet address. 
 (c)  A person who fails to comply with the requirement in Subsection (a) shall be 
ineligible to apply for any general season antlerless, general season doe, general season 
antlerless cooperative wildlife management, or general season doe cooperative wildlife 
management unit permit or preference point in the following year. 
 (d)  Late questionnaires may be accepted pursuant to Rule R657-42-9(3). 
 
R657-5-36.  Doe Pronghorn Hunts. 
 (1)(a)  To hunt doe pronghorn, a hunter must obtain a doe pronghorn permit. 
 (b)  A person may obtain only one doe pronghorn permit or a two-doe pronghorn 
permit through the division's antlerless big game drawing. 
 (2)(a)  A doe pronghorn permit allows a person to take one doe pronghorn using the 
weapon type, within the area, and during the season specified on the permit and in the 
Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (b)  A two-doe pronghorn permit allows a person to take two doe pronghorn using 
the weapon type, within the area, and during the season dates specified on the permit and 
in the Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (c)  A person may not hunt doe pronghorn on any pronghorn cooperative wildlife 
management unit unless that person obtains a doe pronghorn permit for that specific 
cooperative wildlife management unit. 
 (3)(a) A person who has obtained a doe pronghorn permit must report hunt 
information within 30 calendar days after the end of the hunting season, whether the permit 
holder was successful or unsuccessful in harvesting a doe pronghorn. 

(b)  Doe pronghorn permit holders must report hunt information by telephone, or 
through the division's Internet address. 
 (c)  A person who fails to comply with the requirement in Subsection (a) shall be 
ineligible to apply for any general season antlerless, general season doe, general season 
antlerless cooperative wildlife management, or general season doe cooperative wildlife 
management unit permit or preference point in the following year. 
 (d)  Late questionnaires may be accepted pursuant to Rule R657-42-9(3). 
 
R657-5-37.  Antlerless Moose Hunts. 
 (1)  To hunt antlerless moose, a hunter must obtain an antlerless moose permit. 
 (2)(a)  An antlerless moose permit allows a person to take one antlerless moose 
using any legal weapon within the area and season specified on the permit and in the 
Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (b)  A person may not hunt antlerless moose on a moose cooperative wildlife 
management unit unless that person obtains an antlerless moose permit for that specific 
cooperative wildlife management unit as specified on the permit. 



 (3)(a) A person who has obtained an antlerless moose permit must report hunt 
information within 30 calendar days after the end of the hunting season, whether the permit 
holder was successful or unsuccessful in harvesting an antlerless moose. 

(b)  Antlerless moose permit holders must report hunt information by telephone, or 
through the division's Internet address. 
 (c)  A person who fails to comply with the requirement in Subsection (a) shall be 
ineligible to apply for any limited entry antlerless, or limited entry ewe permit or bonus point 
in the following year. 
 (d)  Late questionnaires may be accepted pursuant to Rule R657-42-9(3). 
 
 
R657-5-40.5.  Desert Bighorn and Rocky Mountain Bighorn Ewe Hunts. 
 (1)  To hunt a ewe desert bighorn sheep or a ewe Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, 
a hunter must obtain the respective ewe permit. 
 (2)(a)  A ewe permit allows a person to take one ewe using any legal weapon within 
the area and season specified on the permit and in the Antlerless guidebook of the Wildlife 
Board for taking big game.  
 (3)  Ewe desert bighorn sheep and ewe Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep permits are 
considered separate hunting opportunities. 
 (4)(a) A person who has obtained a ewe desert bighorn sheep or a ewe Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep permit must report hunt information within 30 calendar days after 
the end of the hunting season, whether the permit holder was successful or unsuccessful in 
harvesting a ewe desert bighorn sheep or a ewe Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep. 

(b)  Ewe desert bighorn sheep and ewe Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep permit 
holders must report hunt information by telephone, or through the division's Internet address. 
 (c)  A person who fails to comply with the requirement in Subsection (a) shall be 
ineligible to apply for any limited entry antlerless, or limited entry ewe permit or bonus point 
in the following year.  

(d)  Late questionnaires may be accepted pursuant to Rule R657-42-9(3). 
 
R657-5-43.  Carcass Importation. 
 (1)  It is unlawful to import dead elk, moose, mule deer, or white-tailed deer or their 
parts from any state or province which has deer or elk diagnosed with Chronic Wasting 
Disease, except the following portions of the carcass: 
 (a)  meat that is cut and wrapped either commercially or privately; 
 (b)  quarters or other portion of meat with no part of the spinal column or head 
attached; 
 (c)  meat that is boned out; 
 (d)  hides with no heads attached; 
 (e)  skulls or skull plates with antlers attached, so long as all brain matter and spinal 
column material is removed; 
 (f)  antlers with no meat or tissue attached; 
 (g)  upper canine teeth, also known as buglers, whistlers, or ivories; or 
 (h)  finished taxidermy heads. 
 (2)(a)  [The]A list of the affected states, provinces, game management units, 
equivalent wildlife management units, or counties, which have deer, elk, or moose 



diagnosed with Chronic Wasting Disease shall be available at division offices and through 
the division's website. 
 (b)  Importation of harvested elk, moose, mule deer, or white-tailed deer or its parts 
from the affected areas are hereby restricted pursuant to Subsection (1). 
 (3)  Nonresidents of Utah transporting harvested elk, moose, mule deer, or white-
tailed deer from the affected areas are exempt if they: 
 (a)  do not leave any part of the harvested animal in Utah and do not stay more than 
24 hours in Utah; 
 (b)  do not have their deer, elk, or moose processed in Utah; or 
 (c)  do not leave any parts of the carcass in Utah. 

 
R657-5-44.  Chronic Wasting Disease - Infected Animals and Testing. 
 (1)  Any person who under the authority of a permit issued by the division legally 
takes a deer, elk, or moose that is later confirmed to be infected with Chronic Wasting 
Disease may: 
 (a)  retain the entire carcass of the animal; 
 (b)  retain any parts of the carcass, including antlers, and surrender the rest to the 
division for proper disposal[; or] 
[ (c)  surrender all portions of the carcass in their actual or constructive possession, 
including antlers, to the division and receive a free new permit the following year for the 
same hunt.] 
[ (2)  The new permit issued pursuant to Subsection (1)(c) shall be for the same 
species, sex, weapon type, unit, region, and otherwise subject to all the restrictions and 
conditions imposed on the original permit, except season dates for the permit shall follow 
the guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game published in the year the new permit 
is valid.] 
[ (3)  Notwithstanding other rules to the contrary, private landowners and landowner 
associations may refuse access to private property to persons possessing new permits 
issued under Subsection (1)(c).] 
 (4)(a)  The division may identify big game hunting units where [an individual]all or 
somepermit holders may be [randomly selected to]required submit their harvested animal 
to the division for Chronic Wasting Disease testing. 
 (b)  Big game hunting units that are eligible for mandatory testing will be identified in 
the guidebook of the Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (c)  Individuals possessing permits who are[ randomly] selected as participants in 
the big game Chronic Wasting Disease testing program will be notified in writing before the 
opening day of their hunt with a list of program requirements. 
 (d)  An individual who fails to comply with mandatory testing requirements in this rule 
may be declared ineligible to apply for or receive any big game licenses, permits, or 
certificates of registration until they comply with the requirements of this rule and any 
assessment of fees under Section R657-42-9. 
 
 
R657-5-50 Game Retrieval and Meat Salvage Minimum Requirements 

(1)(a)No person shall wound or kill big any game animal without making a  
reasonable effort to retrieve it and take it into possession.  



(b)For the purpose of this subsection, making a reasonable effort shall include a  
person physically going to the nearest location where the big game animal was when a 
person attempted to take the big game animal in order to search for any sign the big game 
animal was wounded or killed, and take the big game animal into possession and properly 
tag it as per rule R657-5-17. 

(1) Any hunter who harvests a big game animal shall salvage the meat from the front 
quarters as far down as the knees, meat from the hindquarters as far down as the hocks, 
and the meat along the backbone between the neck and hindquarters including the loins 
and tenderloins, excluding meat on the ribs and neck. 
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