
Version 2020-04-20 

Sierra Ambersnail (Catinella stretchiana) 

 

Species Status Statement. 

Distribution 

This is a land snail native to the western United States. As currently understood, the distribution 

of Sierra ambersnail in Utah is limited to one site near Brigham City in Box Elder County (Pilsbry 

1948). 

 

Table 1. Utah counties historically occupied by this species. There are no recent observations to 

verify the presence of this species in these counties. 

 

 

Abundance and Trends 

Information is exceptionally limited in this regard. The abundance and population trend of Sierra 

ambersnail is unknown. The Pilsbry (1948) observation is the only historical account of the 

species in Utah. 

 

Statement of Habitat Needs and Threats to the Species. 

Habitat Needs 

The sole known site in Utah is grassland around 4,500 feet in elevation (Pilsbry 1948). 

Elsewhere in its range, it occupies shrubby or grassy areas. Although it is a terrestrial snail, it 

has an affinity for moderately moist habitats. 

 

Threats to the Species 

There has been an influx of urban expansion and agricultural development around Brigham City 

since 1948 (Oliver and Bosworth 1999). Since this species appears to have a very localized 

distribution, any type of disturbance, alteration, or degradation to its habitat could negatively 

impact the Sierra ambersnail population in Utah. 

 

Table 2. Summary of a Utah threat assessment and prioritization completed in 2014. This 

assessment applies to the species’ entire distribution within Utah. For species that also occur 

elsewhere, this assessment applies only to the portion of their distribution within Utah. The full 
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threat assessment provides more information including lower-ranked threats, crucial data gaps, 

methods, and definitions (UDWR 2015; Salafsky et al. 2008). 

 

 

Rationale for Designation. 

Sierra ambersnail could be in danger of extirpation from Utah, due to urban development and 

agricultural expansion around Brigham City (Oliver and Bosworth 1999). In order to improve the 

understanding of the distribution and status of this species in Utah, managers need to conduct 

occasional surveys, and monitor potential threats. These activities will help prevent the 

possibility of Endangered Species Act listing of this species. 

 

Economic Impacts of Sensitive Species Designation. 

Sensitive species designation is intended to facilitate management of this species, which is 

required to prevent Endangered Species Act listing and lessen related economic impacts. An 

ESA listing of Sierra ambersnail would have unknown economic impacts for Utah, especially 

since there are no recent collections of this species. 
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