UTAH

Governor Department of Division of
Spencer J. Cox Natural Resources Wildlife Resources
Lieutenant Governor Commissioner Director

Deidre M. Henderson Joel Ferry Riley Peck

TO: Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members

FROM: Lindy Varney, Administrative Services Assistant Chief

DATE: August 8, 2026

SUBJECT: Recommended changes to Rule R657-62:
Nonresident active-duty military exemption
Landowner draw applications.

To honor the service of military members, the DWR proposes that nonresident active-duty personnel
be eligible for the following benefits when submitting draw applications:

e Resident pricing on all application fees

o Resident rates for hunting or combination licenses
To qualify for this exemption, they must be a non-resident, and they must also be an active-duty U.S.
military member when applying, which is defined as the following:

e Army

e Navy

o Air Force

e Marines

e Coast Guard

e Space Force

e National Guard Reserve Unit
They must submit an application with the required information including a copy of their official
military documentation which is defined as SCRA document.

Upon approval, the non-resident military personnel will be allowed to:
o Purchase a 365-hunting or combination license at the resident fee
o Pay resident pricing for application fees when applying for a point or a hunt

This does not include the permit fee. If they are successful, they are required to pay the non-resident
fee.

Please note: This is an annual process, so the service member must submit an exemption application
each year.
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Additionally, for Rule R657-62, we are recommending to align the landowner draw section with H.B.
202 that was passed in 2025.
o Bull elk provision: Establish a new, dedicated section in the rule for bull elk that incorporates
the requirements specified in H.B. 202.
e Restructuring: Remove bull elk references from the current buck and pronghorn section.
o Application requirements: Eliminate the mandates for age verification and hunting license
possession. (The application process focuses on the property, rather than the landowner.)
We also recommend a few general changes to clean up the existing rule language.
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