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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members        
FROM: Lindy Varney, Administrative Services Assistant Chief     
DATE:  August 8, 2026  
SUBJECT: Recommended changes to Rule R657-42:  

       Natural disaster relief  
 
Recent natural disasters, particularly wildfires, prompted the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources to 
adopt a rule that specifies relief options. 
  
The options help hunters who are impacted by these types of events, both locally and nationally. 
 
Our initial implementation of this new rule — during the Cottonwood and Babylon fires — has 
provided valuable insights and helped us identify several opportunities for improvement. 
 
Currently if a natural disaster affects a hunting unit, the DWR director has the authority to grant relief 
if all of the following criteria are met: 

• More than 50% of hunting opportunities are unavailable 
AND 

• Access to more than 50% of public land within an individual hunt unit has been closed due to 
administrative actions of the state or federal government 

 
The DWR would like to recommend replacing the word “and” with “or” in the qualifying criteria.  
This change will allow the DWR director to grant relief when either condition is met, rather than 
requiring both.  
It will also better address current statewide conditions — such as recent fires — where habitat impacts 
can significantly affect hunting opportunities, even if public access remains possible. 
We would also like to recommend that in the event of a natural disaster on a unit that does not meet 
the qualifying criteria, we propose allowing the DWR director another option. The director could 
waive the requirement that a permit be surrendered more than 30 days before the hunt in order to 
qualify for point reinstatement. 



 

1594 W North Temple  •  Salt Lake City, UT 84116  •  801-538-4700  •  wildlife.utah.gov 

With this recommendation, the division will have more time to monitor field conditions and access, 
and hunters will  be able to hold on to their permit a little longer before making a decision to hunt or 
surrender. They would get their points back — minus one for the current year — and would not 
receive a refund. This is consistent with the existing surrender rule. 
 
With this recommendation, no additional qualifying criteria would be required beyond the director’s 
approval. 
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