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TO: Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members

FROM: Lindy Varney, Administrative Services Assistant Chief

DATE: August 8, 2026

SUBJECT: Proposed rule R657-12:
Hunting and fishing accommodations for people with disabilities
R657-57:
Division variance rules

The DWR would like to recommend the following changes to Rule R657-12 and R657-57.

Over the years, the DWR has offered accommodations aimed to level the playing field, ensuring that
hunters with various disabilities have equal opportunities to be successful in hunting.
Hunters must have a permanent disability to quality for these accommodations.

Currently, hunters who have a permanent disability — and meet the qualifications — can be approved
for one or more of the following accommodations:

o Hunting from a vehicle

e Companion hunting

e Season extension for limited-entry and general-season hunts

e Hunting with a crossbow and draw locks

o Telescopic sight

Due to a sustained increase in applications and instances of program confusion over the years, we have
conducted a comprehensive review of the rule. We propose the following recommendations to help
improve the program functionality and reduce the risk of potential abuse.
e Proposal 1: Update verification requirements in alignment with H.B. 111. Statements may be
signed by a licensed physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner (R657-12 and R657-
57).
o Proposal 2: Certificates of registration are valid for five years, after which holders may apply
for a renewal.
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e Proposal 3: Include “which renders the person so severely disabled as to be physically unable to
use any legal hunting weapon or fishing device” as a qualification for companion-hunting
certificates of registration.

e Proposal 4: Remove upper-extremity disability from the definition for a season extension.

e Proposal 5: Add language that the DWR will not approve a limited-entry season-extension
certificate of registration if the season is more than 21 days long.

o Proposal 6: Clarify that eligibility for a general-season extension applies to any general-season
deer hunt.

e Proposal 7: Align the any bull elk season extension dates with the spike bull elk season
extensions by ending them five days after the late general-season any bull elk hunt.

o Proposal 8: Clarify the season-extension guidelines for the general-season and limited-entry
turkey hunts:

o General-season extensions will align with the youth hunt.
o Limited-entry extensions may occur up to seven days before the start of the limited-
entry hunt.

e Proposal 9: Update the definition of "Armed Forces" to include Space Force.

e Proposal 10: Make a few general housekeeping changes to clean up the existing rule language.
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