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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members                
FROM: Lindy Varney, Administrative Services Assistant Chief     
DATE: August 8, 2026  
SUBJECT: Recommended fee changes  
 
The Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) has proposed fee updates to address general housekeeping 
matters, with no substantive changes being introduced this year. 
 
The standard procedure for implementing these proposed fee changes involves several key steps: 
 

1. The DWR submits the proposals to the regional advisory councils (RACs) and the Utah 
Wildlife Board for initial input. 

2. The updates are forwarded to the governor’s office for review and formal recommendation to 
the Legislature. 

3. During the legislative session, the Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee evaluates 
the proposal and maintains the authority to approve, amend, or reject the fees. 

4. Following committee approval, the fees are integrated into the annual appropriation bill, 
which undergoes a vote by the full Legislature. 

5. If approved by the Legislature, the changes generally take effect at the start of the next fiscal 
year, which is projected to be July 1, 2027. 

Here are the recommended fee changes: 
 
Proposed fee adjustment: Sportsman bison permit 
Fee change: Increase from $454 to $460. 
Justification: This is to correct an oversight from the 2022 fee adjustment. It aligns the permit cost 
with all other resident bison permit fees, which are currently set at $460. 
 
Proposed fee adjustment: Spot-and-stalk black bear permit 
Fee changes: 

•  Resident: Reduced from $93 to $50 
•  Nonresident: Reduced from $889 to $480 
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Justification: Currently, spot-and-stalk bear permits are priced identically to limited-entry bear 
permits. Because spot-and-stalk hunting involves a different management strategy, the Statewide Bear 
Committee requested a fee reduction from the DWR to encourage greater hunter participation. 
 
Proposed fee: Other site/facility (habitat) 
New fee: $2,000 per acre 
Justification: There is currently no flat fee for leases or easements in the fee schedule. All fees are 
connected to length of trail, pipeline, road, etc. This does not allow the DWR to charge fees for larger 
sites such as well pads and reservoirs.  
 
Proposed fee: AIS Decal fee 
Fee changes:  

• Resident: Increase from $20 to $25 
• Nonresident: Increase form $25 to $50 
• Justification:  

o Reduced Funding: Significant losses in federal grants have constrained program 

budgets over past years. 

o Rising Operational Costs: Inflation and higher expenses for labor, gear, and field 
equipment have increased the cost of daily operations. 

o Resource Shortages: Reduced funding forced cutbacks in field staff and inspection 
hours, risking the safety of state water resources. 

o Solution: This modest fee increase restores critical revenue to help fully staff 
inspection stations, maintain decontamination equipment, and protect Utah waters 
from invasive species. 
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