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TO: Regional Advisory Committee members and Wildlife Board

FROM: Trina Hedrick, Coldwater Sportfish Coordinator, and
Craig Walker, Assistant Aquatics Chief, Sportfish Program

DATE: Aug 7, 2026

SUBJECT:  2027-2028 Fishing Regulation Proposals

The UDWR is recommending the following regulation changes to the 2027 and 2028 Utah Fishing
Regulations. All page numbers referenced in this memorandum refer to the location in the 2026 Utah
Fishing Guidebook.

Bait (R657-13-12)
e Add Brough Reservoir (Uintah County) to the list of waters where dead yellow perch may be

used as bait (page 12).

Setline fishing (R657-13-8)

e Add Lake Powell to the list of waters where setline fishing is allowed (pages 13-14).

Bowfishing (will be R657-13-7)

e Add text to allow bowfishing for the following species at the identified locations. These
locations will not be in rule, only in the guidebook, similar to our special regulations in the
‘Rules for Specific Waters’ section. These species and locations are:

o Common carp, fathead minnow, and redside shiner in any water with an open fishing
season.

o Utah chub, Utah sucker, and white sucker in any water with an open fishing season
except the Weber River, Utah Lake, and Utah Lake tributaries.

o Northern pike in Redmond Lake and in Utah Lake.
Striped bass in Lake Powell.
All species in Starvation Reservoir with a seasonal closure from April 1 through 6 a.m.
on the fourth Saturday in June.
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Underwater Spearfishing (R657-13-9)

e Add fathead minnow, redside shiner, Utah sucker, and white sucker to the list of species (in
addition to common carp and Utah chub) that can be taken by underwater spearfishing in all
waters with an open fishing season.

o Include an exception that only common carp, fathead minnow, and redside shiner
may be taken in the Weber River, Utah Lake, and the Utah Lake tributaries open to
underwater spearfishing. Maintain the current restriction for the Provo River (page
14).

o Add the Provo River Delta to the list of Utah Lake tributaries where northern pike
may be taken by underwater spearfishing (page 21).

0 Add white bass to the species that can be taken by underwater spearfishing in the
Provo River Delta (page 21).

o Ensure that the nighttime closure for bowfishing Utah Lake tributaries is also in place
for underwater spearfishing (page 21).

o Revise the map of the lower Provo River showing the various channels of the Provo
near the lake and identifying new boundaries for the Delta (page 39).

® Remove smallmouth bass in Lake Powell (Garfield, Kane, and San Juan counties) from the
underwater spearfishing seasonal closure list (page 20).

® For all waters with a seasonal closure for underwater spearfishing, set the opener to occur at 6
a.m. on the opening date (page 20).

® Add walleye in Starvation (Duchesne County) to the underwater spearfishing seasonal closure
list (page 20).

e Add Redmond Lake (Sevier County) to the list of waters open to spearfishing for northern
pike only (page 20).

Central Region:

® Add the following waters to the ‘Rules for Specific Waters’ section with a bullet stating
“CLOSED to the possession of largemouth bass. All largemouth bass must be immediately
released:”
0 Dry Creek Pond (Utah County; page 32).
o Highland Glen Pond (Utah County; page 34).
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o Old Provo Channel (Utah County; page 37).

o Salem Lake (Utah County; page 40).

o Spring Lake (Utah County; page 41).

o Sunset Pond (Salt Lake County; page 42).
Provo River Delta (Utah County): Add “spearfishing” to the nighttime closure bullet under
Provo River Delta while keeping the dates and times the same (page 40-41).
Utah Lake (Utah County): Add “Archery equipment may be used to take northern pike” to
the bullet starting “No limit on northern pike” (page 42).

Northeastern Region:

Green River (Uintah County): Strike “All roundtail chub must be immediately released.”
Replace with “Statewide regulations apply” (page 34).
Lower Stillwater Ponds (Duchesne County): Add Lower Stillwater Ponds to the Rules for
Specific Waters section with the following daily bag limit “Limit 2 trout” (page 36).
Pelican Lake (Uintah County): Strike the 15 bluegill limit and associated length restriction.
Strike the 50 fish limit for bullheads here and change the second bullet to read, “No limit for
bullheads” (page 38).
Starvation Reservoir (Duchesne County): Add three new bullets as follows:

o “Limit 20 walleye less than 15 inches.

o All walleye from 15-20 inches must be immediately released.

o Limit 1 walleye greater than 20 inches” (page 41).

Northern Region:

Add the following waters to the ‘Rules for Specific Waters’ section with a bullet stating
“CLOSED to the possession of largemouth bass. All largemouth bass must be immediately
released:”

o Andy Adams Reservoir (Davis County; page 28).

o Goode Ski Lake (Weber County; page 33).
Causey Reservoir (Weber County): Strike “kokanee salmon” from the trout limit. Add a bullet
stating “Bonus limit of 8 kokanee salmon (total limit of no more than 12 trout if at least 8 are
kokanee salmon)” (page 30).
Hobbs Reservoir (Davis County): Add two bullets as follows:

1594 W North Temple ¢ Salt Lake City, UT 84116 ¢ 801-538-4700 ¢ wildlife.utah.gov



UTAH

Governor Department of Division of
Spencer J. Cox Natural Resources Wildlife Resources
Lieutenant Governor Commissioner Director

Deidre M. Henderson Joel Ferry Riley Peck

o “Bait may be used only when fishing using a single hook no smaller than size 4/0.
o Itis unlawful to take trout species using bait. Any trout caught while fishing with bait
must be immediately released” (page 34).
e Mantua Reservoir (Box Elder County): Add two bullets as follows:
o “Limit 15 bluegill.
o No limit on walleye. Anglers must not release any walleye they catch. All walleye must
be immediately killed” (page 36).

® Newton Reservoir (Cache County): Strike “Closed to the possession of tiger muskie. All tiger
muskie must be immediately released” (page 37).

® Stateline Reservoir (Summit County): Strike “kokanee salmon” from the trout limit. Increase
the bonus limit of kokanee salmon to 8 and the total trout limit up to 12 if at least 8 are
kokanee salmon (page 41).

e Weber River (Summit County): Strike the second bullet in section (b). Replace with
“Common carp, fathead minnow, and redside shiner are the only baitfish allowed to be taken”
(page 43).

e Willard Bay Reservoir and inlet channel (Box Elder County): Add an 18 inch minimum length
to the walleye limit. The new limit would read:

o “Limit 6 walleye over 18 inches, only 1 walleye may be over 24 inches” (page 43).

Southern Region:
® Strike current closure (Jan. 1 through 6 a.m. on the third Saturday of April and Nov. 1-Dec.
31) and replace with “Jan. 1 through 6 a.m. on April 1 and Dec. 1-Dec. 31)” for the following
lakes:

Beaver Dam Reservoir (Wayne County; page 29).

Bulberry Lakes (Wayne County; page 29).

Fish Creek Reservoir (Wayne County; page 32).

Honeymoon Lake (Wayne County; page 34).

Long Willow Bottom Reservoir (Garfield County; page 36).
McGath Lake (Garfield County; page 36).

Pacer Lake (Garfield County; page 37).

Pine Creek Reservoir (Wayne County; page 38).

Round Willow Bottom Reservoir (Garfield County; page 40).

0O O O 0O O O O O
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o Scout Lake (Garfield County; page 41).
o Solitaire Lake (Wayne County; page 41).
® Add the following to Rules for Specific Waters with a new bullet stating “Limit 40 northern
pike, only 2 may be over 36 inches:”
DMAD (Millard County; page 32).

o

o Gunnison Bend (Millard County; page 34).
o Redmond Lake (Sevier County; page 40).
o Sevier River (Garfield, Kane, Piute, Sevier, Sanpete, Juab, and Millard counties; page
41),
Donkey Lake (Wayne County): Decrease the brook trout limit to 8 (page 32).
® Escalante River (Garfield and Kane counties): Strike “All roundtail chub must be immediately
released” (page 32). This is unnecessary if the statewide roundtail chub limit is reduced to 0.
® Navajo Lake (Kane County): Add a bullet stating “Limit 1 tiger muskie, any size” (page 37).

Statewide Recommendations:

® Add Bear Lake sculpin, bluehead sucker, desert sucker, green sucker, flannelmouth sucker,
least chub, longnose dace, mottled sculpin, mountain sucker, northern leatherside, Paiute
sculpin, southern leatherside, speckled dace, Virgin spinedace, and white sturgeon to the list of
tishes with a daily bag limit (page 7). The daily bag limit would be listed as 0 for all species.
Change the roundtail chub daily bag limit from 2 statewide to 0 (page 7 and 18).

e Remove mountain sucker, longnose dace, speckled dace, mottled sculpin and Paiute sculpin
from the list of dead fish that may be used as bait, anywhere bait is permitted (R3657-13-12(g)
contains these six species, only three of which are mentioned on page 12 of the guidebook).
These fish will be considered game fish with a 0 fish daily bag limit beginning in 2027.

® Remove the special regulation designation for McElmo Creek.

TNH/tnh
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