
 

1594 W North Temple  •  Salt Lake City, UT 84116  •  801-538-4700  •  wildlife.utah.gov 

1 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:         Regional Advisory Committee members and Wildlife Board 
FROM:  Trina Hedrick, Coldwater Sportfish Coordinator, and 

Craig Walker, Assistant Aquatics Chief, Sportfish Program 
DATE:       Aug 7, 2026  
SUBJECT:  Changes to Administrative Rules R657-3c, R657-13, and R657-14 

 
The UDWR is recommending the following rules changes to R657-3c, R657-13, and R657-14. All 
page numbers referenced in this memorandum refer to the location in the 2026 Utah Fishing 
Guidebook where applicable. 
 
R657-3c:  

● Clarify in R657-3c that an angler targeting a legal species of game fish, who catches a 
prohibited species listed in R657-13-13(3), is allowed to possess it if they use a legal method of 
take to capture it and dispose of it in accordance with R657-13-20. 

● Clarify that diploid grass carp are prohibited, but triploid grass carp may be stocked in 
accordance with R657-59. 

● Add golden shiner to the prohibited fish list.  
● Add gizzard and threadfin shad and Utah and white sucker to the controlled list and clarify 

that common carp is the carp species on the controlled list. 
 
R657-13 general updates:  

● Add mollusks to the definition of “protected aquatic wildlife” to be consistent with R657-3c. 
● Add golden shiner, burbot, and zander to the prohibited list in subsection 13(3).  
● Add white sturgeon and 14 native species to the game fish definition (Bear Lake sculpin, 

bluehead sucker, desert sucker, green sucker, flannelmouth sucker, least chub, longnose dace, 
mottled sculpin, mountain sucker, northern leatherside, Paiute sculpin, southern leatherside, 
speckled dace, Virgin spinedace).  
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R657-13 Bowfishing  
● Add a new definition for bowfishing. 
● Add a new section in R657-13 (revised section 7) strictly for bowfishing with requirements for 

the arrows/bolts used to be attached to the bow, airgun, or crossbow with a retrieval line and 
to have a barbed arrow point. 

● Include species and locations where bowfishing is allowed in the annual Guidebook, but not 
in Administrative Rule (similar to the ‘Rules for Specific Waters’ for traditional fishing 
methods). 

 
R657-13 Setline Fishing 

● Remove specific locations open to setline fishing from the Administrative Rule while keeping 
them in the annual Guidebook (similar to the ‘Rules for Specific Waters’ for traditional fishing 
methods). 

 
R657-13 Underwater Spearfishing  

● Add fathead minnow, redside shiner, Utah sucker, and white sucker to the list of species (in 
addition to common carp and Utah chub) that can be taken by underwater spearfishing in all 
waters open to fishing. We would also include an exception that only common carp, fathead 
minnow, and redside shiner may be taken in the Weber River and Utah Lake and its tributaries 
open to underwater spearfishing.   

● Allow underwater spearfishing year-round for all species of game fish “with a daily bag limit of 
1 or more.”   

● Clarify that a spearfisher targeting a legal species of game fish in a body of water open to 
spearfishing, who catches a prohibited species listed in R657-13-13(3), is allowed to possess it 
if they dispose of it in accordance with R657-13-20. 

● Remove specific locations open to underwater spearfishing from the Administrative Rule, 
while keeping them in the annual Guidebook (similar to the ‘Rules for Specific Waters’ for 
traditional fishing methods). 

 
R657-13 Removal of “nongame” and addition of “baitfish”: 

● The following additional changes are required as a result of removing “nongame”:  
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○ The section entitled “Taking nongame fish” (in rule and in the guidebook) would be 
deleted and relevant portions moved to other sections.  

○ We would  allow any licensed angler to take common carp, fathead minnow, redside 
shiner, Utah chub, Utah sucker, and white sucker for personal, noncommercial 
purposes, including to be used dead as baitfish, in any water in the state with an open 
fishing season, with some limitations for Utah Lake, Utah Lake tributaries, and the 
Weber River (refer to redline rule or presentation for these).  

○ We would remove the six native species from the list of species allowed to be used 
(dead) as bait: mountain sucker, desert sucker, longnose dace, speckled dace, mottled 
sculpin, and Paiute sculpin.   
In addition:  

○ The methods allowed for take of baitfish would include angling, traps, underwater 
spearfishing (added), bowfishing, liftnets, dipnets, cast nets, seines, or a handheld 
spear.  

■ When using these methods, the following restrictions would still apply:  
● Seines (nets) may not exceed 10 feet in length or width. 
● Cast nets must not exceed 10 feet in diameter (a 5-foot radius).  

○ We are also proposing to add a definition of baitfish to R657-13 for clarification. 
 
R657-14:  

● Remove all references to “nongame” from this rule also.  
● Remove native species from the list of fish allowed to be taken for bait: mountain sucker, 

desert sucker, longnose dace, mottled sculpin, Paiute sculpin, and speckled dace. The only 
species remaining on the list for commercial harvest would be the same baitfish identified in 
R657-13: common carp, fathead minnow, redside shiner, Utah chub, Utah sucker, and white 
sucker. 

● Remove the “Prohibited Nongame Species” list as all of these species are protected elsewhere 
making this list redundant. 

 
 
TNH/tnh 
 


