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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:         Regional Advisory Committee members and Wildlife Board 
FROM:  Craig Walker, Assistant Aquatics Chief, Sportfish Program, and  

Trina Hedrick, Coldwater Sportfish Coordinator 
 

DATE:       Aug 6, 2026  
SUBJECT:  Spearfishing harvest action item 

 
In response to an action item assigned by the Board on September 19, 2024, the UDWR is presenting 
recent findings on spearfishing activities. This documentation details spearfisher effort and harvest 
data collected throughout the 2025-2026 period, specifically focusing on estimated annual statewide, 
species-specific harvest numbers for sportfish of concern like walleye and smallmouth bass. These 
estimates indicate that spearfishing does not negatively impact these populations, suggesting instead 
that it could serve as a valuable mechanism for the targeted removal of overpopulated or nuisance fish 
species. To evaluate potential expansion of spearfishing opportunities in Utah and track long-term 
impacts to sport fish, ongoing monitoring is recommended.  
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