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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Utah Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Councils                   
FROM: Mike Wardle, Big Game Program Coordinator        

DATE:  Aug. 7, 2026     

SUBJECT: Mid-plan review of the Utah Statewide Elk Management Plan  
 
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources recently completed a mid-plan review of the Utah Statewide 
Elk Management Plan with the elk committee. The review evaluated the current plan, with particular 
emphasis on changes made in the 2022 revision. The committee discussed a variety of major topics, 
including hunting opportunity, quality, weapon types, hunter success rates, average ages of harvested 
bulls, hunter distribution and permit demand. 

Based on the committee’s review, the DWR recommends the following amendments to the statewide 
elk management plan: 

• More flexibility on weapon splits for HAMSS units. 
Allow biologists to adjust HAMSS weapons splits from the standard 50/50 split between 
the September archery hunt and the November HAMSS hunt. (HAMSS is an acronym 
for hunts that only allow the use of handguns, archery equipment, muzzleloaders, 
shotguns and straight-walled rifles.) The weapons splits could be altered up to 70/30, with 
the higher percentage being allocated to the hunt that offers the most opportunity. 

• Archery hunting on the Paunsaugunt any bull unit. 
Add the Paunsaugunt unit as an area that can be hunted during the general archery season. 

• Remove the 15,000-permit cap on general-season any bull permits. 
The objective of any bull units is to ensure a low-barrier big game hunting option for the 
public. However, due to the ease of obtaining a permit, these units may feel crowded 
during season openers and weekends. The 15,000-permit cap has not been reached in the 
past two years. The committee speculated that by having a permit cap, we may be 
artificially increasing the demand for these permits.  
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• Reestablish a multiseason any-bull permit. 
This permit would provide hunters with the opportunity to participate in the general-
season archery, muzzleloader and any legal weapon any-bull hunts. 

• Remove the 4,500-permit cap on multiseason spike bull permits. 
The overall cap on general-season spike bull permits would remain in place. The 4,500-
permit cap on multi-season spike bull permits has never been reached. 

These recommendations are intended to maintain accessible, low-barrier elk hunting opportunities, 
while allowing hunters more flexibility to choose the permit that best meets their needs.  

If approved, these changes will be implemented during the 2027 hunting season. The DWR will 
continue to evaluate hunter distribution, permit demand, harvest, success rates and hunter 
satisfaction. The plan calls for another plan review between now and the expiration date in 2032, 
where the effects of these changes will be evaluated.  


