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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:         Regional Advisory Council Members and Wildlife Board 
FROM:       Alyssa Hoekstra, Native Herpetology Coordinator 
DATE:        August 6, 2026 
SUBJECT:   Proposed Changes to R657-53 

 
The DWR would like to propose changes to Utah Administrative Rule R657-53, Amphibian and 
Reptile Collection, Importation, Transportation and Possession. This rule broadly covers the 
possession of reptiles; however, this rule does not include language about possessing Mojave desert 
tortoises through the Utah Desert Tortoise Adoption Program which began in the 1990s in response 
to the Mojave desert tortoise being listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. The 
proposed changes will incorporate language to include the possession of captive tortoises through the 
Utah Desert Tortoise Adoption Program. These changes will not impact current adopters or 
previously issued certificate of registration documents. Current rule language does not specify which 
species are included under the non-native venomous reptile rule R657-53-9 leading to confusion for 
non-native rear fanged species possession allowances. Clarity is needed for the non-native venomous 
reptile rules due to the division receiving inquiries and requests every year that involve questions about 
species considered prohibited. The DWR is proposing to change the definition of “prohibited species” 
to allow a certificate of registration to be issued upon approval by the division only under special 
circumstances without requiring variance from the Wildlife Board. The DWR has previously 
recommended approval for applications that provided justifications for scientific use, educational use, 
and commercial use after an evaluation by the division and they were presented in front of the Wildlife 
Board which allowed the issuance of certificate of registration documents only under special 
circumstances. The last proposed change is to allow a gig to be used to capture American bullfrogs 
which is a non-native noncontrolled species that impacts native amphibian species and other native 
species through competition, predation, and diseases. Expanding the collection method for American 
bullfrogs can aid in their control and management resulting in a positive impact for native species. 
 
The DWR is proposing the following changes to Utah Administrative Rule R657-53: 
 
R657-53-2 (Definitions) 
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• Update the definition of “prohibited species” to include language that shall allow the division 
to issue certificate of registration documents only under special circumstances 

• A person wanting to collect and possess a prohibited species with a collection permit will still 
require variance approval from the Wildlife Board 

• Made several minor administrative changes throughout the rule to avoid conflict with the 
definition changes for certificate of registration documents that are issued for scientific use, 
educational use, and commercial use 

 
R657-53-6 (Activities Requiring a Wildlife Document) 

• Incorporate language that allows a person to possess a Mojave desert tortoise by submitting an 
application to the division to adopt a captive tortoise from the Utah Desert Tortoise Adoption 
Program and receive a certificate of registration upon approval 

• Language includes an applicant to follow the guidelines outlined in the Utah Desert Tortoise 
Adoption Program booklet and they cannot live in Washington County 

 
R657-53-9 (Determination of Prohibited Species; Establishing Daily Limits and Total Possession 
Limits for Controlled Species) 

• Update language for bite severity to include the toxic effect of venom or poison to clarify the 
species the division considers a prohibited species under this rule 

• Incorporate a list of families, genera, and species that are classified as prohibited species to add 
further clarification to which species this rule covers 

• Include changes that are reflected under R657-53-2 for issuing certificate of registration 
documents only under special circumstances as approved by the division 

 
R657-53-10 (Collection Permits and Certificates of Registration; Prohibited Collection Methods) 

• Allow a gig to be used as a collection method for American bullfrogs, which is a non-native 
noncontrolled species 

 
R657-53-12 (Regulations Specific to Venomous Reptiles Native to Utah) 

• Update language for bite severity to include the toxic effect of venom or poison to maintain 
consistency with R657-53-9 
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