
1594 West North Temple, Suite 3710  • PO Box 145610  •  Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5610  •  Telephone (801) 538-7200  •  www.nr.utah.gov 

State of Utah 
SPENCER J. COX 

Governor 

 DEIDRE M. HENDERSON 
 Lieutenant Governor 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Utah Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Councils 

FROM: Mike Wardle, Big Game Coordinator    

DATE:  March 26, 2026 

SUBJECT: 2026 Buck Deer Permit Recommendations (Action Required) 

Overview 
Per the 2024 Utah Mule Deer Statewide Management Plan, permit adjustments that will 
change more than 20% from the previous year require input from the Regional 
Advisory Councils (RACs) and approval from the Utah Wildlife Board. These 
recommendations are being made to meet objectives set by the board in the statewide 
management plan.  

General-season units (action required) 
Of the 31 general-season units, there are three units that require board action due to 
recommendations exceeding the 20% threshold: Beaver, West; Kamas; and Wasatch 
Mtns, West. The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources recommends an overall increase of 
1,300 permits across these three units to move toward the buck-to-doe ratio objectives 
for each unit. Please see the buck deer hunt recommendations in the hunt tables. 
Recommendations that require RAC input and Wildlife Board action are highlighted in 
yellow. 

Premium limited-entry hunts (action required) 
Two hunt recommendations on the Paunsaugunt unit exceed the 20% threshold and 
require RAC input and Wildlife Board action. For 2026, we recommend an increase of 
10 management buck permits and a decrease of 10 cactus buck permits.  

Limited-entry units and late-season muzzleloader hunts (action required) 
Two limited-entry units and two late-season muzzleloader hunts require RAC input and 
Wildlife Board action for 2026: 

• Limited-entry units: Recommendations exceed the 20% threshold for the Book
Cliffs and Dolores Triangle units. The recommendations include an increase of
60 permits overall.
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• Late-season muzzleloader hunts: Recommendations exceed the 20%
threshold for the Cache and Wasatch Mtns, West units. These recommendations
combine for a total increase of 9 permits overall.

Please see the buck deer hunt recommendations in the hunt tables for a detailed 
breakdown of permit numbers, along with the allocations for various weapon types and 
residents/nonresidents. 




