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State of Utah 
SPENCER J. COX 

Governor 

 DEIDRE M. HENDERSON 
 Lieutenant Governor 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Utah Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Councils 

FROM: Mike Wardle, Big Game Coordinator    

DATE:  March 26, 2026 

SUBJECT: 2026 Buck Deer Permit Recommendations (Informational) 

Overview 
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources has finalized its 2026 buck deer permit 
recommendations based on 2025 harvest data, herd composition and winter survival 
rates. These adjustments align with the 2024 Utah Mule Deer Statewide Management 
Plan.  

The 20% rule affects whether changes are automatic or action items: 
• Automatic changes: Permit adjustments within 20% of last year’s levels are

implemented automatically (see informational presentation).
• Action items: Recommended changes that exceed 20% require Regional

Advisory Council input and Utah Wildlife Board approval (see action item
presentation).

General-season permits 
The 2026 buck deer recommendation totals 86,200 permits, an increase of 6,425 from 
2025. 

• Automatic implementation: 28 of Utah’s 31 units fell within the 20% threshold.
These units will see a combined increase from 71,950 to 76,975 permits.

• Action items: Three units exceeded the 20% threshold. These are highlighted
yellow in the RAC packet and will be presented separately for board action.
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Limited-entry permits 
Most limited-entry adjustments are automatic. Specific unit-by-unit breakdowns are 
available in the attached hunt tables. 

Category 2026 
status Notes 

Premium limited-
entry Mixed 

Henry Mtns: +2 permits (automatic).  
Paunsaugunt: Premium permits unchanged; 
Management/cactus buck permits exceed 20% 
(action item). 

Limited-entry Mixed 7 of 8 units will adjust automatically to maintain 
25–30 bucks per 100 does. 

HAMSS No 
change 24 total permits across four units. 

Chronic wasting 
disease 
management 

No 
change 25 total permits for the La Sal unit. 

Little Rockies No 
change 5 total permits for this low-density opportunity hunt. 

Late-season 
muzzleloader Mixed 

29 of 31 units will adjust automatically (capped at 
0.5% of the unit’s total general permits). Two units 
exceed 20% (action item). 

Please see the buck deer hunt recommendations in the hunt tables for a detailed 
breakdown of permit numbers, along with the allocations for various weapon types and 
residents/nonresidents. 


