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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members 
 
FROM:          Sam Robertson, Northern Region Wildlife Biologist 
 
DATE:       Oct. 17, 2025 
 
SUBJECT:  Proposed changes to Utah’s 2026-2027 big game hunt tables and 

season dates 
 
We are recommending the following changes to the Utah big game hunt tables, hunt boundaries 
and season dates for the 2026 and 2027 hunting seasons:  

• Adding a new Henry Mtns cow bison hunt and making slight date adjustments to the 
other bison hunt season dates within the unit to accommodate this new hunt.  

• Modifying the West Cache elk extended archery boundary and season dates to help with 
population management and to address depredation and public safety concerns.  

Bison: Changes to the hunt structure of the Henry Mtns bison hunts 
The DWR recommends adding an additional Henry Mtns cow-only bison hunt. This additional 
cow hunt is necessary to: 

• Achieve required harvest while avoiding changes in bison distribution, which could result 
in low hunter success and low hunter satisfaction.  

• Address current drought conditions, while managing to the population objective, when 
the two existing cow hunts are at capacity.  

To accommodate this additional cow hunt, we recommend: 

• Moving the opening day of most Henry Mtns bison hunts three days earlier. 
• Slightly adjusting all of the Henry Mtns bison hunt dates for 2026 and 2027. 
• Continuing to offer the archery hunt as the final hunt of each season, ending on Jan. 31.  

We are recommending these changes for the 2026 and 2027 hunting seasons. We anticipate that 
these changes will allow more flexibility to address drought conditions and will facilitate the 
additional cow harvest necessary to manage to the population objective. (See all the proposed 
Henry Mtns bison season dates in the table on page two.) 
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Recommended adjustments to Henry Mtns bison hunt dates for the 2026-2027 seasons 
 

 

Elk: Changes to the West Cache elk extended archery boundary and season dates 
We recommend modifying the West Cache elk extended archery boundary and season dates. By 
doing so, we can:  

• Target elk that are causing depredation issues for a longer period.  
• Provide hunters with additional harvest opportunities that will help manage the population.  
• Continue to apply hunting pressure within areas where rifle hunts would be unsafe. 

 
Proposed West Cache season date and boundary modifications 
For 2026-2027, we recommend ending the West Cache extended archery hunting season on Jan. 
31. (It has ended on Dec. 15 in past years.)  
The recommended modifications to the West Cache elk extended archery boundary will make 
the boundary easier for hunters to follow:  

• The proposed boundary above Hyrum, Paradise and Avon will follow the High Line 
Canal, instead of the Forest Service boundary that crossed through several private 
properties. 

• The proposed boundary will also include a section in Mt. Sterling that has increasing 
depredation issues. 

• On the west side, the proposed boundary will be better defined and will include private 
property along the Forest Service boundary.  

For details, please see the map and written boundary description in the RAC packet. 
 

  Recommended 
Hunt number 2025 dates 2026 dates 2027 dates 

BI6503 (hunter’s choice) Nov. 1–12  Oct. 28–Nov. 8 Nov. 3–14 
BI6504 (hunter’s choice) Nov. 15–26  Nov. 11–22 Nov. 17–28 
BI6516 (hunter’s choice) Nov. 29–Dec. 10  Nov. 25–Dec. 6 Dec. 1–12 
BI6505 (cow only) Dec. 13–24  Dec. 9–20 Dec. 15–26 

BI6506 (cow only) Dec. 27–Jan. 13, 2026  Dec. 23, 2026–Jan. 
3, 2027 Dec. 29, 2027–Jan. 9, 2028 

New hunt (cow only) – Jan. 6–17, 2027 Jan. 12–23, 2028 
BI6509 (archery, hunter’s choice) Jan. 14–31, 2026  Jan. 18–31, 2027 Jan. 24–31, 2028 


