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SUBJECT: Midplan Review and Updates for Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Goat
Statewide Management Plans

Both statewide management plans for bighorn sheep and mountain goats are 10-yr
plans expiring in 2028, and both are subject to review within that time frame. The DWR
convened an advisory committee to review both plans. Recommendations for updates
are as follows:

Proposed Bighorn Sheep Statewide Management Plan Updates:

+ Updating the state code references to reflect recent legislation

+ Adding a statement about the process leading up to a transplant (regarding the
public process and writing unit/mitigation plans)

« Adding statements about involving public hunters in disease prevention and
response, while also prioritizing herd health and fair chase standards

+ Adding Fremont Island to the potential Rocky Mountain bighorn reintroduction
list

* Adding the Boulder as a potential release site for future desert bighorn
reintroductions

* Replacing Appendix A from the 2012 WAFWA guidelines (about managing
domestic sheep and goats in wild sheep habitat) with the updated 2025
guidelines

+ Updating citations and references

Proposed Mountain Goat Statewide Management Plan Updates:
+ Updating the state code references to reflect recent legislation

The DWR is also addressing two priorities outlined by the committee to: 1) streamline
the bighorn removal MOU process and 2) utilize public hunters when appropriate to aid
in disease prevention and response.
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