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Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Proposals to change Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
walleye limits at Starvation and Willard Bay reservoirs will hurt 
anglers. Walleye are valued for food. Stricter rules ruin the 

incentive to fish for them. Anglers rarely catch fish over 18 inches 

at Willard Bay. Slot limits at Starvation destroy the goal of 
keeping smaller fish while hoping for a trophy. 
Why the Rules Hurt Anglers 

Loss of food value: Anglers fish for walleye to eat them, unlike 

catch-and-release species. 
Willard Bay reality: Fish rarely exceed 18 inches here, making 

tight limits pointless. 
Starvation slot limits: Anglers keep smaller fish while hoping for a 

big one in the slot. 
Economic and Fishing Impact 

Fewer people will fish for walleye at these waters. 
Lower angler turnout means less money spent at local businesses 

near the reservoirs. 
Strict limits do not match what anglers actually experience on the 

water. 

As a fisherman who consistently targets walleye at Starvation and 

Willard Bay, I strongly oppose these proposals. These two bodies 

of water are the premier walleye fisheries in Utah. Implementing 

restrictive regulations will severely deter dedicated anglers like 

myself from visiting. Walleye are uniquely valued for table fare, 
and stripping away the incentive to keep fish destroys the main 

appeal of targeting them. This policy will drop angler participation 

and harm the reputation of Utah's top walleye waters. 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fee changes? 

I strongly oppose any increase to the AIS decal fee for boaters. 
This is already an outrageous financial burden on Utah residents. 
It makes no sense to penalize local boaters when aquatic invasive 

species are entirely absent from our internal state waters. The 

quagga mussel issue is strictly isolated to Lake Powell, a body of 
water largely managed by federal entities and shared with 

Arizona. Forcing Utahns who only boat on resident waters like 

Willard Bay, Deer Creek, or Utah Lake to pay higher fees for a 

problem they don't contribute to is fundamentally unfair. The 

state should look for alternative funding or hold users of 
contaminated waters accountable rather than squeezing 

responsible local residents 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 14, 2026 10:27 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Why are we always looking for ways to change everything?? 
More opportunities more hunting. 
We have what we have with elk. Caps are there for a reason. You 

guys obviously aren't hunting in Utah because the elk herds aren't 
getting better, we will take, take, take until there is nothing left. 
Taking off the cap won't change the crowds it will just make more 

come to Utah. Keep the things that we have safe and here. More 

hunting more tags more money is all it's about for Utah any more. 
We used to have some of the best elk herds in the world. Now we 

just make more tags kill more elk. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 20, 2026 1:54 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly agree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives. The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13. We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 10:38 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir but I support the other 

proposal to increase access for spearfishing in places like the 

Provo River Delta, Redmond Lake, and Lake Powell. Any biological 
reason such as spawning, population density, size limits, should 

apply to all anglers regardless of harvest method. In fact 

spearfishing has the lowest harvest success rate of all fishing 

methods. The state should support spearfishing as a harvesting 

method as many of the invasive species are specifically targeted 

by spear fishermen and align with State management objectives. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:01 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I oppose the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure for walleye at 
Starvation Reservoir but I support and am excited about the other 

proposal to increase access for spearfishing in places like the 

Provo River Delta, Redmond Lake, and Lake Powell. Walleye for 

me have been be really hard to find and harvest and any chance 

we can get is appreciated 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:42 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about "I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir." 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:50 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. There is no data supporting 

the benefits of a closure for Walleye, not to mention, 
Hook-and-line anglers will still be allowed to target and harvest 
full limits of walleye at Starvation throughout spring. If a spawn 

closure is biologically necessary, it must apply equally to all 
harvest methods. Lastly, the DWR's own analysis says that 
spearing accounts for a tiny fraction of total walleye harvest and 

will not have an effect on populations. So why implement this 

closure? It makes zero sense. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:51 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 

I can spearfish for four hours and harvest one or two game fish on 

a good day, and water visibility conditions limit the number of 
weekend days I can actually be in the water. My take of game is 

negligible, as the DWR itself concluded in its recent analysis. 

Hook-and-line anglers will still be allowed to target and harvest 
full limits of walleye at Starvation Reservoir throughout spring. If a 

spawn closure is biologically necessary, it must apply equally to 

all harvest methods. Otherwise, this comes across as an arbitrary 

ruling based on some level of discrimination against the sport of 
spearfishing. 

If the goal is to protect spawning fish, limiting spearfishing ONLY 

has a negligible effect. If the goal is to pacify concerned 

hook-and-line fishermen, then this is a matter of public 

education--and not of fishing regulations. 

Thank you for our time and consideration. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:53 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the Utah Lake Fisheries STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

Management Plan? for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:57 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I strongly support opening Provo river delta to spearfishing, but 
the proposed fishing regulations? strongly DISAGREE with seasonal closure of Starvation to 

spearfishing. Since spearfishing has negligible impact, if spawning 

walleye need protection, we his should apply to hook and line 

anglers. 
Thank you 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:13 pm 

Which best describes your Somewhat agree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I'm happy that the new spearfishing data has allowed opening of 
the proposed fishing regulations? the Provo River Delta, and new opportunities in Lake Powell. I'm 

confused by the proposed closure for spearfishing Walleye in 

Starvation during the spring. If the data shows limited impact by 

spearos, then why do they have a targeted closure in the spring? 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:20 pm 

Which best describes your Somewhat agree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about Although I strongly agree with the general increase in opportunity 

the proposed fishing regulations? for spearfishing and bowfishing, I do not understand the premise 

or need for the seasonal closure for walleye to these groups at 
Starvation Reservoir. As an avid angler and spearfisher, I 
appreciate this opportunity to suggest that the closure not be 

enacted. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:29 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the Utah Lake Fisheries STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

Management Plan? for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:57 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

My name is Ryan McChancey and I STRONGLY OPPOSE the 

proposed seasonal closure for walleye at Starvation Reservior. I 
have lived in Utah for 27 years and have spearfished walleye at 
Starvation for 11 years. 
The closure feels discriminatory, the rod and reel fisherman are 

still allowed to target and harvest full limits of walleye at 
Starvation throughout spring. If a spawn closure is needed 

wouldn't it go for all anglers? 
The DWR states that spearing accounts for a very small 
percentage of the total walleye. It would seem like this will not 
have an effect on populations but will only limit spearfisherman. 
Why must only spearfisherman be limited? 
I see first hand the walleye in starvation on a yearly basis. I care 

for the fishery, but wonder why you would only limit 

spearfisherman. Again, I as a Utah fisherman Strongly Oppose this 

change, it seems to target only spearfisherman. Thank you for 

your time on this matter and please feel free to reach out to me. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 1:43 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

The new seasonal closure for spear fishing in starvation doesn't 
make sense. Allowing rod &reel anglers to take fish but not spear 

fishers is discriminatory against a super small set of people. The 

amount of people in the water that time of year is so small, but 
the people that dive in water that cold are the people that love it 
most. I strongly disagree with it. 

That being said I do agree with the opening of new waters 

elsewhere in the state. For that I am grateful. Thank you. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 2:12 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 



Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I strongly disagree with the proposed changes to the walleye 

regulations at Starvation Reservoir, particularly the proposed 

closure of spearfishing from April 1 through 6:00 a.m. on the 

fourth Saturday in June. 

The proposed closure is especially concerning because it removes 

spearfishing access during a period that generally provides some 

of the safest and most favorable conditions for underwater 

fishing. Early spring and late spring often offer better underwater 

visibility, lower recreational boating activity, and conditions that 
allow spearfishing to safely and selectively target walleye. Closing 

spearfishing during this period unnecessarily restricts a legal and 

established method of harvest without clearly demonstrating that 
such a closure is biologically necessary. 

If the purpose of this closure is to protect the walleye population 

during a specific portion of the year, I believe the Division should 

provide clear biological evidence demonstrating why spearfishing 

presents a meaningful risk during this period that other legal 
methods of harvest do not. A regulation that specifically restricts 

one method of harvest should be supported by data showing that 
the method is contributing to a measurable biological concern. 

I also have significant concerns with the proposed changes to the 

walleye slot limit. This represents a substantial change in the 

management strategy for Starvation Reservoir. Such a significant 
change should be supported by clear biological data 

demonstrating the specific problem the regulation is intended to 

address, the expected effects on the walleye population, and why 

the proposed size structure is preferable to the existing 

regulation. 

I support responsible fisheries management and maintaining a 

healthy and sustainable walleye population at Starvation 

Reservoir. However, regulations should be based on sound 

biological evidence and should provide reasonable access for all 
legal methods of harvest. Spearfishing is an inherently selective 

method of harvest, allowing the fisherman to identify the species 

and size of a fish before taking it. This makes it particularly 

important that any restriction placed specifically on spearfishing 

be supported by evidence demonstrating that it is necessary. 

I respectfully ask the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the 

Wildlife Board to reconsider the proposed spearfishing closure and 

provide the biological justification and supporting data for this 

restriction. I also ask that the proposed slot limit be supported by 

clear evidence demonstrating why the change is necessary and 

how it is expected to improve the Starvation Reservoir walleye 

fishery. 



Wildlife regulations should be designed to address demonstrated 

biological concerns rather than restrict a legal method of harvest 
without sufficient evidence that the method is contributing to the 

problem. I encourage the Division and Wildlife Board to evaluate 

spearfishing based on its actual biological impact and available 

harvest data given by your own experts and the fish harvest 
study already in place rather than applying restrictions without 
demonstrated necessity. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 2:27 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. Seeing that DWR's own 

analysis says that spearing accounts for a tiny fraction of the total 
walleye harvest, spearing should not be treated differently than 

hook and line anglers. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 4:26 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

It was a great stride to be able to track and survey spearfishing 

through the new app. I was unable to submit my harvests, but 
beleive the data was skewed. The users were mostly expert level 
spearfisherman, and that group targets large, tasty game fish 

such as walleye. As an intermediate spearfisherman, I was able to 

get out for walleye for 3 different trips totaling to about 12 hours 

and got my first one. After spending plenty of time during the 

spawn and springtime at starvation reservoir, it was apparent how 

hard it was to actually see and spear a walleye. Most 

spearfisherman are trophy hunters, and will usually only spear a 

trophy walleye when at starvation. I strongly oppose the closure 

of the reservoir during the proposed time. I beleive 

spearfisherman are a vital resource in tracking and managing 

starvation's walleye population. Our opportunities are highest to 

see these fish and harvest the right ones, during the proposed 

spawn protection time. Alongside losing our opportunity to 

recreate the way we love in a clear water fishery, it feels 

discriminatory towards us considering hook and line fishers are 

not being stopped from fishing during this same time. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 5:42 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY DISAGREE with the proposed seasonal spearfishing 

closure for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. The closure should not 
be different than that for anglers. Spearfishers should not be 

discriminated against, particularly when it is clear that the impact 
of spearfishing to game fish populations is negligible AND 

spearfishers can deliberately target unwanted species, and can 

therefore be a management tool in controlling populations of 
unwanted species. 

Also, I underscore that there is a huge bias in your study of 
spearfishing's impact. The spearfishers in the study are some of 
the most advanced in the Country, not just in Utah, and they 

catch fish probably at a rate 4x greater than the average 

spearfisher. Most spearfishers I know catch zero fish in most 
outings and most only go once or twice per year. So the study is 

probably overstated by at least 400%. The total walleye 

spearfishing capture, for instance, should probably be closer to 

500 or 600 individuals, not the 2,745 figure deduced in the study. 
The same overstatement is carried over into the other species. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 6:06 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about  I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? strongly oppose the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure for 

walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 8:54 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I was at the original meeting of the Utah Lake and that was 

already proposed to be open this next year for spearfishing that 
makes sense but what does not make sense is starvation closing 

all walleye most Spearos cannot spear trout so what are they 

going to eat in June. You just took the only time the water starts 

to warm up or they can actually die for 3 months you took one of 
those months away time walleye and get some good eating fish it 
makes sense one over 24 in but more than that you got to get rid 

of that that makes no sense at all I've been in Dives where I've 

seen over a thousand walleye grouped up in small bunches 

meanwhile the fisherman can take as much as they want you 

cannot take knowledge from a boat fisherman or an angler cuz 

they have no knowledge of spear fishermen and we aren't even 

putting a dent in the walleye population not even a dent. In most 
fears have to drive 3 hours out of their time just to go to that Lake 

and you just took their whole June away. We drive to starvation 

cuz it's one of the few lakes that actually have visibility and have 

walleye. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:40 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 11:57 am 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about While I support opening spearfishing to the Provo River delta, I 
the proposed fishing regulations? very strongly OPPOSE the seasonal closure of spearfishing to 

starvation reservoir. The DWRs own study shows the spearfishing 

community has a negligible effect on fish populations. Spearos 

should be allowed to fish the same seasons that all other anglers 

are open to. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 12:20 pm 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 5:20 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

To whom it may concern, I am against the proposed seasonal 
closure for walleye at starvation. Spearfishing is a selective style 

of fishing with no by catch or harm to other species. I have 

speared this water for years and have been very selective 

especially on some of the bigger walleye. Many of which I have 

passed on in order to keep a good breeding stock. The world 

sucks right now, leave some good.
 I support other changes. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 5:46 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 9:39 am 

Which best describes your Strongly agree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:03 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Strongly in favor of spear fishing proposals for Lake Powell, Provo 

river, and Redmond lake. But why on earth would you cut off 
spear fishing in starvation. I don't understand the regulations 

there. If you want to get more walleye out of Starvation lake, why 

not let us spear fish? Please reconsider this decision and take 

time to pay attention to more than just the anglers in the spring. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:05 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

As an active Spear fisherman and traditional angler I appreciate 

and am strongly in favor of the amendments to spearfishing in 

Lake Powell, Provo Delta and Redmond lake. Can we reconsider 

the regulation that limit spearfishing at starvation? It sounds like 

we need walleye taken out of there. Why would we discriminate 

against spearfisherman to help in those efforts? 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:13 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Im a traditional angler and I've only been spearing a couple times. 
It's really hard. My husband is a big spear fisherman and 

traditional angler. We love to eat fish w our family. 

I am strongly in favor of the spearfishing proposals for Lake 

Powell and Redmond Lake and the Provo River delta but why not 
open more of the state waters to spearfishing? The survey shows 

that spear anglers don't harm populations and they hardly ever 

get a trout. Please open more lakes. Why wouldn't spear anglers 

be able to chase fish in more waters? For example Navajo lake is 

now open for more harvest of tiger Muskie but not for spear 

anglers. That doesn't make sense. 

I am strongly opposed to the walleye proposal at starvation. There 

are way more anglers than spearfishers and it makes no sense 

that they get to keep walleye at starvation but you want to keep 

spear fishers out. I think this is a pretext for closing walleye 

spearing in the spring which makes no sense. Spearing in the 

spring is cold murky and requires special gear. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:41 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I specifically and strongly disagree with the closure on Walleye at 
Starvation Reservoir. DWR has talked about needing to remove 

1% of the walleye out of the lake and it's makes no sense to put a 

closure on Walleye when they want a percentage removed. On 

top of that, if it was smart to put a closure on Walleye it should be 

during their actual spawn which is March and April. I have 

spearfished plenty of walleye during May and June at Starvation 

and all of them were post spawn. Another thing if it were to be 

beneficial is it should be closed to all means of fishing not just 
spearfishing. If this proposal goes through then rod n reel guys 

can still harvest tons of walleye during the spawn. It shouldn't 
only target one way of harvest. I strongly disagree with the 

closure on Walleye from April to June. Everything else in the 

proposal I strongly Agree with. Please get rid of the proposed 

closure at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 9:18 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I'm a traditional angler and a spear angler and I Strongly disagree 

w the proposal to limit spearos access to walleye at Starvation. 
This is a beloved lake for walleye and spearos. Walleye are 

predominantly a harvest fishery, with creel data showing 

traditional anglers keep up to 70% of their catch. The idea that 
traditional anglers release large fish while spearos deplete them 

is false; far more mature walleye are harvested annually with 

hook-and-line gear than by all spearfishers combined. If you factor 

in catch and release mortality the mortality is higher. The DWR's 

own study confirmed that spearfishing pressure on sportfish is 

biologically negligible. We ask the Northeastern RAC to reject the 

seasonal spearfishing closure and manage Starvation fairly for 

everyone. 

I strongly support the spearfishing proposals for lake Powell, 
Redmond lake and the Provo River delta but wonder why more 

lakes aren't opened to spearos. Navajo has new tiger Muskie 

regulations for hook and line anglers allowing the take of one 

Muskie per day of any size. Why not let spearos Into Navajo lake 

for all species. The spear fishing survey just completed shows that 
the most expert spearos basically shoot carp and perch and that 
it's really hard to get trout. If the NE region wants less spearos at 
Starvation it would be nice if we had more lakes to go to. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback
Submission Time: August 25, 2026 4:30 pm 

Which best describes your Strongly disagree 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Do you have any comments about I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
the proposed fishing regulations? STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 
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