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MEMORANDUM
Date: April 27, 2026
To: Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members
From: Daniel Olson, Wildlife Impact Analysis Coordinator
Subject: R657-75 Wildlife consultation procedure for utility scale renewable energy
facilities

The DWR is recommending a new Administrative Rule R657-75. The rule is required by the
passage of House Bill 16 and House Bill 412. Both bills require the owner or operator of a
utility-scale renewable energy facility to consult with the DWR regarding potential impacts on
wildlife and wildlife habitats. House Bill 412 also directs the DWR to create a rule for the
consultation process. Below is a summary of the new rule.

e The owner or operator submits an electronic consultation request to the DWR.

e The DWR notifies the owner or operator that the request has been approved, which starts
the clock for the 30-day consultation period.

e The owner or operator meets with the DWR within 14 days of submitting a consultation
request.

e The DWR provides the owner or operator with written recommendations within 30 days
of the start of the consultation process.

e The new rule also provides definitions that clarify what information the owner or
operator is required to submit to the DWR.

The rule is included in the RAC and Board packet.
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