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State of Utah 

  
SPENCER J. COX 

Governor 

DEIDRE M. HENDERSON 
Lieutenant Governor 

MEMORANDUM 

Date:   April 24, 2026 

To:   Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Council Members 

From:   Chelsea Duke, Wildlife Lands Coordinator 

Subject: R657-28 Use of Division Lands. 

The DWR is recommending additions to Administrative Rule R657-28. This rule amendment is 
in response to the passage of House Bill 30, which made additional changes to the requirement to 
access Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs). Below is a summary of the proposed changes. If 
this recommendation passes, this would provide both DWR staff and the public with a clearer 
understanding of the requirements of access WMAs. 

• Change to a definition for a term identified in Utah Code: education or visitor center. 

• Addition of language to advise the DWR on the content and delivery of the educational 
video about WMAs. 

• Addition of language to advise the DWR on the issuance of the digital access permit. 

• Addition of language to define and list trails that begin and end outside of a WMA. 

• Addition of language to identify circumstances when the division director may exempt 
individuals. 

• Addition of language to establish a process for accepting contributions and donations. 

• Addition of language to advise the DWR to allow for volunteer service through existing 
programs. 

See redline version of the rule included in the RAC and Board packet. 
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