Summary of CWMU Advisory Committee Meeting — February 17, 2026 (Google Meet)
Date of meeting: February 17, 2026

Chair: Covy Jones (non-voting, Wildlife Section Chief)

Attendees:

In person: Gary Webb, Tim Freiss, Greg Wildling, Mike Christiensen, Clint McLean, Mike
Laughter, Covy Jones, Darren DeBloois, Daniel Sallee, Xaela Walden, Sam Robertson, Brad
Crompton, Vance Mumford, James Christensen, David Smedley, Nick Madsen, Mike Wardle,
Travis Murphy, Bret Selman, Jed Wayment, Kelly Warr, Andy Monroe

Online: Brandon Webb, Cody Evans, Jayson Webb, Jim Giles, K-Lee Sorensen, Kyle
Christensen, Michael Labrum, Wade Heaton

Main purpose: Review CWMUs (Cooperative Wildlife Management Units) that include public
land and are up for 3-year certificate renewal, act on variance requests, and discuss potential
future rule changes.

1. CWMU Public Land Reviews & Recommendations (most important portion of meeting)
The committee reviewed ~20 CWMUs that contain public land (BLM, SITLA, USFS) and must
demonstrate public benefit per statute/rule. Most were straight renewals; a few involved
boundary changes, trade lands, or permit adjustments.

Key cases and outcomes:

+ Cotton Thomas — New request to add ~1,433 ac public land (mostly SITLA + BLM) in
exchange for ~4,731 ac private trade lands + walk-in access posting for additional species
(chukar, etc.). — Approved as walk-in access property (Division helps with posting burden).

* Double Cone, Dove Creek, Indian Creek, North Peaks, Park Valley Hereford, Prohibition
Springs, South Canyon, Deseret, Indian Head, Roan Cliffs, Scofield Canyons, Mount
Carmel, Alton, Bar J Ranch, Old Woman Plateau — All approved (most with no changes or
minor clarifications). — Several cases involved landlocked/inaccessible public parcels justified
by definable boundaries or trade lands / extra public permits.

+ Raft River — Approved with stipulation to maintain minimum 10 total permits (preserving ~7
public permits over CO cycle).

* Green Canyon — Approved boundary change: removing FS land from CWMU, keeping small
landlocked piece, offsetting with trade lands (no longer giving extra buck tag).

* Round Valley (new proposed pronghorn CWMU) — Approved with 3-year review
requirement (report back on public hunter experience / satisfaction).

+ Oak Ranch — Approved + recommendation to add one extra public deer tag over 3-year CO
to offset ~120 ac enclosed BLM (or remove BLM if operator prefers).

Recurring themes / reminders
» Trade lands must be properly posted (newer rule requirement); committee repeatedly
emphasized enforcement / cooperation on signage.



* Federal land paperwork (BLM/FS permitting) must be current at renewal.
+ Public benefit evaluated via trade acres, extra public permits, huntability, habitat quality, and
hunter satisfaction scores.

2. Variance Requests (Action Items — all approved)

* Ensign — Bull elk season extended to Dec 10; added 4 bull tags (2 public / 2 private); split
adjusted.

+ Little Pole Canyon — Bull elk to Nov 15.

* Tunnel Hollow — Bull elk to Dec 15 (helps intercept migratory bulls moving from un-huntable
private land).

3. Discussion of Potential Future Rule Changes (informational only)

A. Baiting / “going to or coming from” clarification

» Current code is strict: cannot take big game animals going to / coming from bait sites (no
distance specified).

» Creates enforcement problems when neighbors bait/feed and hunters are miles away.

+ The committee broadly supports strong anti-baiting intent (especially for trophy bucks), but
favors defining reasonable distance (suggestions: %4 mile / 400 yd, couple hundred yards, visual
separation, property boundary consideration).

» Goal = protect rule intent while avoiding punishing innocent adjacent landowners / CWMU
hunters (especially cow elk management).

B. CWMU antlerless elk harvest objective non-compliance process
Ideas discussed included:
» Current rule requires operators failing objectives to appear before the committee.
» Many operators tried hard this year but missed due to weather/migration/timing.
+ Committee consensus: support biologist / Division pre-vetting + discretion.
* Present “good reasons” list with explanation (no need for operator/biologist
appearance).
* Bring only habitual problem operators or clear trend issues to the committee.
* Avoid putting biologists in uncomfortable local positions.
» Maintain accountability for chronic under-harvest (loss of public opportunity).

Overall tone

Long, thorough, collegial meeting. The committee showed strong support for public benefit /
extra permits / habitat trades, while being pragmatic about enforcement realities, weather
variability, and operator good faith.

The meeting adjourned after ~3 hours 18 minutes. Motions / recommendations to be forwarded
to Wildlife Board / RAC process for 2026 renewals.
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