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MEMORANDUM 

TO:         Wildlife Board and Regional Advisory Committee Members 

FROM:           Darren DeBloois, Private Lands/Public Wildlife Coordinator 

DATE:         April 23, 2026 

SUBJECT:    2026 Cooperative Wildlife Management Units (CWMUs) with public 
land renewals, Variance Requests and Rule Change 

The following is a summary of the 2026 CWMU recommendations for CWMUs with 
public land. 

• The DWR received 23 applications for CWMUs with public land. All were 
discussed at the CWMU advisory committee meeting and recommended for 
approval. This meeting lasted about 3 hours and can be viewed or reviewed at 
the following link. bit.ly/CWMU_committee_2026 

• A summary of that meeting is included in the materials packet along with maps of 
each CWMU requesting inclusion of public land. 

In addition, three CWMUs requested season variances: 
•   Ensign Ranches — Bull elk season extended to Dec. 10; added four bull tags 

(two public, two private); split adjusted. 
• • Little Pole Canyon — Bull elk season extended to Nov. 15. 
• • Tunnel Hollow — Bull elk season extended to Dec. 15 (helps to intercept 

migratory bulls moving from unhuntable private land). 

Finally, we’re proposing a change to Utah Admin. Rule R657-37-10 (CWMUs on Units 
Exceeding Population Objectives). 

It would allow the division director to waive the requirement for a CWMU to report to the 
CWMU Advisory Committee if: 

• There are extenuating circumstances. 
OR   

It is determined that the CWMU has made reasonable efforts to reach objectives. 
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