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April 24, 2026 

TO: Utah Wildlife Board/Regional Advisory Council Members 

FROM: Heather Talley 

SUBJECT:   2026 Upland Game and Wild Turkey Recommendations 

Summary of Recommended Changes: 

• R657-4: Possession and release of pen-reared gamebirds 
o Remove the 0.25-mile buffer requirement between commercial hunting areas and 

wildlife/waterfowl management areas 
o Clarify existing language 

• R657-54a: Taking Wild Turkey 
o Addition of mandatory harvest reporting 
o Includes minor clarifications 

• R657-42: Fees, Exchanges, Surrenders, Refunds, and Reallocation of Wildlife 
Documents 

o Addition of mandatory harvest reporting penalties for turkey 
• R657-69-4: Turkey Damage Mitigation and Prevention Plans 

o Offers nuisance hunter pool hunts, in addition to the existing depredation hunter 
pool hunts 

• R657-69-6: Control Permits for Turkey 
o Increase the number of control permits from two to five 

• R657-69-7: Control Permit Vouchers for Turkey 
o Removes language that prohibits selling vouchers or charging access fees 
o Allows multiple landowners to hunt each other’s adjacent properties with permits 

and vouchers 
• R657-65: Urban Deer and Urban Turkey Control 

o Addition of turkey to the urban deer rule 
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