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TO: Utah Wildlife Board

FROM: Rusty Robinson, Once-in-a-lifetime Species Coordinator

DATE: Aug. 14, 2026

SUBJECT: Emergency Changes to Book Cliffs Bison Hunt Structure and Hunter Accommodations

The Book Cliffs, Bitter Creek bison population experienced a significant pneumonia-related die-off
from the end of July through the first week of August that resulted in approximately a 40% reduction
in the adult population. After performing thorough surveys of the remaining population, the DWR
requests the Wildlife Board’s review and approval of the following recommended changes for bison

hunter accommodations and hunt structure in the Book Cliffs, Bitter Creek bison unit:

Hunter’s Choice Archery Hunt

BI6532 (Aug. 15-Sept. 11, 2026; 6 permits)
® Scason is underway
e All hunters notified

o No additional recommendations

Hunter’s Choice Any Legal Weapon Hunts

BI6534 (Sept. 12-20, 2026; 11 permits)

BI6535 (Oct. 3-15, 2026; 8 permits)
e Waive the 30-day surrender requirement and give hunters the choice to retain or surrender

their permits

If surrendered:
® Bonus points will be reinstated, and they will receive one additional point for the current year
® Receive a refund, minus the $25 processing fee

® The once-in-a-lifetime waiting period will be waived
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Cow-Only Any Legal Weapon Hunt
BI6536 (Nov. 14-29, 2026; 15 permits)

e Waive the 30-day surrender requirement and give hunters the choice to retain their permits —
with a modified hunt boundary that includes the Book Cliffs, Little Creek/South unit — or
surrender their permits.

If surrendered:

® Bonus points will be reinstated, and they will receive one additional point for the current year

® Receive a refund, minus the $25 processing fee

® The once-in-a-lifetime waiting period will be waived

We are also recommending to:
e Cancel this hunt for 2027

Given the proximity to the bison population in the Book Cliffs, Little Creek/South unit, the DWR
will continue to monitor bison in the Book Cliffs, Little Creek/South unit for indications of disease
spread. The DWR also:
® Requests the ability to make similar adjustments and accommodations for hunters on that
unit, if necessary (although it’s not anticipated). This would allow a more timely response as

hunts are ongoing through January.
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