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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I strongly support the division's recommendations, especially 

when it comes to the recommendations for the general season 

elk.  With most of the prime elk country being in limited entry 

units, I appreciate the increased opportunity even if it is a tough 

hunt and odds of success are low. 

I would ask to add one more option.  Would it be possible to add a 

general multiseason elk tag that functions like the youth tags (i.e. 
one could hunt in all seasons in the any bull or spike units)?  This 

option could be subject to the spike cap and perhaps cost more 

than the current multiseason tag. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Why are some native sucker species being left out of the group 

that is being changed to game species? And why are they 

proposed to be in the same category and carp and other 

unwanted fish? Fishing for suckers is fun and they are an 

important part of the native species assemblage in our state. I like 

the addition of the 12 native species listed to the game species 

pool. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Our elk management plan is a joke.  CWMU operators have 

bought off several DWR executives who hunt and fish on CWMU's 

that are not open to the general public. Additionally, half of the 

CWMU's don't meet the statutory 10,000 acre minimum.  My 

property abuts a CWMU and elk from the CWMU  are on my 

property 8 months of the year but I get no tags because I can't 
afford 10,000 acres (my CWMU next door also isn't 10,000 acres 

yet they get 20+ tags a year and I get none. I have a lifetime 

license and I love hunting but DWR is not in touch with public 

hunters and it is all about providing hunting for the rich.  Why do 

we sell the majority of bison on Antelope Island that 'belong to the 

public" and not give out tags to residents?  We should do away 

with the spike hunts and have more units that are branch 

antlered bull units. More people could shoot a decent bull and this 

would help alleviate 25 yr waiting periods for LE elk hunts that are 

now silly short. We should also have a 3 pt restriction on all deer 

units and in 3 years we would have great hunting.  As it is now, 
too many tags and every spike and 2 point is being shot. Happy to 

chat with DWR about issues but so far, nothing but crickets from 

DWR on all of these issues. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

The fall in demand for the general elk tag  I feel is due to the hunt 
being split into 2 separate hunts. Its not worth doing that hunt 
anymore now that I only have 1 weekend to go. You ruined that 
elk hunt. I'm hesitant to simply get rid of the cap but I would 

much rather see you get rid of the late general elk hunt. 

Yes please bring back the multi season general elk tag. The gripes 

that caused its cancelation were unfounded and over all not 
supported by the majority. 

So please do atleast one of the two things either get rid of the late 

season hunt or bring back the multi season tag. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 

Strongly agree 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

1. Adjusting weapon splits I agree completely with. 

2.  Allowing archery on paunsaugunt I have no comment as I've 

never hunted there and don't know what the crowding is like for 

the coinciding hunts. 

3. Removing any bull permit cap. 
I strongly disagree with this revision. Covid was what made 

people panic buy tags, not the cap limits. I believe the influx of 
hunters due to Covid will settle down just as the graphs from your 

video is starting to show that trend. Not having a cap in place 

when an event like Covid takes place could be catastrophic. We 

are seeing the permit sell out dates stabilizing again and don't 
need to remove the cap. Also, more people are buying the early 

season rifle tags because it's a better season (the elk aren't as 

pressured) not because of a false urgency of a cap limit. 

4. Reinstating the multiseason any bull tag. 
I strongly disagree with this revision. The years I hunted the any 

bull units when the multiseason tags were available was the most 
crowded the mountain ever was. I've never had an issue getting 

away from other hunters on units known for having high pressure, 
but it was a substantial difference when the tags were no longer 

available. I myself loved hunting this tag, but I have enjoyed the 

mountain much more with it being removed. 

5. Removing the multiseason cap. 
I'm indifferent, I truly don't believe there is a correlation between 

there being a cap limit and more people buying tags. As the Covid 

years move on, the permit numbers with settle back to normal. 
But if the cap has never been reached, why remove it? 4,500 is a 

safe permit number to keep it at so we don't have accidental 
years of excess allocation. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Not really on the proposed listing, but it would be great if the 

archery hunt would start on September 1st and end at the end of 
September. August is too hot and September is when the bulls are 

in the rut, which is prime for archery. I would like to see limited 

units shrink, it seems to be a rich man's game, my 8 year old if I 
could start today will never be able to hunt in an actual good 

hunting area due to the rich man units. Why are the garbage/hard 

to hunt units only given to the any bull units? I don't want just a 

tag in my pocket every year, tag soup doesn't help my kids learn 

to love the sport that I do which will be the future hunters and 

advocates. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I just wanted to comment regarding Tiger musky in general for 

the state of Utah, I understand why 1 over 40 makes sense for 

Newton as it has a lot of drawdown issues, however, as a angler 

that targets these fish almost exclusively most of the year. I 
believe a 40 inch fish is too small as a limit, these fish grow a lot 
bigger than 40, and while I prefer they are restricted a catch and 

release only fish, I would love if the minimum length was closer to 

45 or so. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Proposals to change Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
walleye limits at Starvation and Willard Bay reservoirs will hurt 
anglers. Walleye are valued for food. Stricter rules ruin the 

incentive to fish for them. Anglers rarely catch fish over 18 inches 

at Willard Bay. Slot limits at Starvation destroy the goal of 
keeping smaller fish while hoping for a trophy. 
Why the Rules Hurt Anglers 

Loss of food value: Anglers fish for walleye to eat them, unlike 

catch-and-release species. 
Willard Bay reality: Fish rarely exceed 18 inches here, making 

tight limits pointless. 
Starvation slot limits: Anglers keep smaller fish while hoping for a 

big one in the slot. 
Economic and Fishing Impact 

Fewer people will fish for walleye at these waters. 
Lower angler turnout means less money spent at local businesses 

near the reservoirs. 
Strict limits do not match what anglers actually experience on the 

water. 

As a fisherman who consistently targets walleye at Starvation and 

Willard Bay, I strongly oppose these proposals. These two bodies 

of water are the premier walleye fisheries in Utah. Implementing 

restrictive regulations will severely deter dedicated anglers like 

myself from visiting. Walleye are uniquely valued for table fare, 
and stripping away the incentive to keep fish destroys the main 

appeal of targeting them. This policy will drop angler participation 

and harm the reputation of Utah's top walleye waters. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 

Strongly disagree 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fee changes? 

I strongly oppose any increase to the AIS decal fee for boaters. 
This is already an outrageous financial burden on Utah residents. 
It makes no sense to penalize local boaters when aquatic invasive 

species are entirely absent from our internal state waters. The 

quagga mussel issue is strictly isolated to Lake Powell, a body of 
water largely managed by federal entities and shared with 

Arizona. Forcing Utahns who only boat on resident waters like 

Willard Bay, Deer Creek, or Utah Lake to pay higher fees for a 

problem they don't contribute to is fundamentally unfair. The 

state should look for alternative funding or hold users of 
contaminated waters accountable rather than squeezing 

responsible local residents 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

You're trying to tell us that by removing caps and selling 

unlimited tags it will reduce hunter crowding and the cap are 

causing artificial demand. Reinstating multi season tags is what 
will cause additional crowding as it did before that's why it was 

opposed the first time and it would be a mistake to do it again. If 
you want to do a multi season hunt on general units make it a 

limited entry tag and cap it at 1000 tags state wide. Your age 

objective on limited entry units has also failed which is proving 

itself on the Wasatch unit being it is now under objective and your 

reducing tags. The numbers tell the whole story stop trying to sell 
your line of bs 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-42? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to 

R657-42? 

The depletion of deer and other wildlife  during the Cottonwood 

Fire struck during fawn nurturing season and many young deer 

were separated from their mothers, causing death to both fawns 

and their mothers for obvious reasons. Hunters should get their 

money back and be able to save their points for another year 

and/or different unit. Many say they would not have applied for 

the Beaver East unit. Make it right to the hunters so they can get 
a second chance due to this terrible and unfortunate disaster.   
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

The main changes id like to see are change the dates on the spike 

hunts so that they take place after big bull hunts and for archery 

start the spike 1 week after big bull instead of giving big bull 
hunters a week at the end after everything has been chased 

around. And id love to see an early hunt whether on LE or General 
that gives people the opportunity to get a velvet bull I think 

splitting the hams archery into an early and late would work great 
2 weeks each early starts August 1st the normal starts Sept 15th I 
think the early hunt would be a massive draw to the hams units. 
20 early 40 normal 40 gun split on that. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I recommend keeping the caps as is, ie. do not remove them 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I disagree with a very small part of this plan, specifically the multi 
season tags, which are going to put more hunters in the field 

during archery season, muzzle loader and rifle seasons.  There is 

already very limited public access in this state that contain elk 

during early seasons.  DWR needs to maintain weapon specific 

seasons and limit hunters to that season and that specific 

weapon. 
Thank you 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Why are we always looking for ways to change everything?? 
More opportunities more hunting. 
We have what we have with elk. Caps are there for a reason. You 

guys obviously aren't hunting in Utah because the elk herds aren't 
getting better, we will take, take, take until there is nothing left. 
Taking off the cap won't change the crowds it will just make more 

come to Utah. Keep the things that we have safe and here. More 

hunting more tags more money is all it's about for Utah any more. 
We used to have some of the best elk herds in the world. Now we 

just make more tags kill more elk. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Bear Lake sculpin were left off the list of prohibited bait fish 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

if a certain species of fish can be legally taken with a spear, they 

should be allowed to be taken with an arrow. discharging the 

device from above or below the water surface should not make 

any difference if one is legal but the other is not. 

I'd also like to see a catch and kill order placed on all common 

and mirror carp in utah lake. if the goal is to remove the fish, lets 

remove the fish. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

aquatic rule changes? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

amphibian/reptile rule changes? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I'd like to see more otc antlerless elk archery opportunity 

available to the public instead of draw late season ALW tags. for 

example, like what they have been doing on the wasatch. its not 
like we dont have the elk numbers to do that. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-42? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-62? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to accommodations for 

people with disabilities? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 

Strongly disagree 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fee changes? 

AIS permits are nothing more than another money grab. we pay 

registration annually. we buy hunting/fishing licenses. we pay our 

fair share. I can't care if your costs to operate have gone up, so 

have ours! deal with it! 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

this is going to be a widely unpopular comment, but there are 

more carp in UT lake in 2026 than there was in 2006. and they 

are bigger in size. i appreciate the effort being made, but whoever 

determined there's less fish now than there was 20 years ago is 

either lying to you, has absolutely no idea what they are talking 

about or probably both. i have spent a significant amount of my 

free time on that lake in my life in areas the majority of the public 

does not go and i have seen the population growth significantly 

over the last few years. when the Loy's were netting them, yes 

they did make a dent in the numbers. but since that operation has 

stopped, they have come back harder than they were previously. 

BTW, the placement of your carp traps suck. you really need to 

rethink your strategy on using those if you plan on them helping 

any. 

congrats on wiping out the phrag, however now we have endless 

miles of mud shoreline, open water and zero vegetation for 

waterfowl and other wildlife to seek refuge in. areas that once 

held incredible amounts of birds year-round are completely void 

of any life today. i dont see anywhere in the presentation your 

plans on getting native cattails and grass back where it once was. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

aquatic rule changes? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed rule changes? 

Please specify the rule. 

As it was not stated directly in the presentation, I am not entirely 

sure which rule my comments apply to. However, based on the 

context of the presentation and the title, I'm going to assume that 
it mainly applies to (R657-3c). 
To start off, I would like to say that, overall, I am all for the idea of 
readjusting the nongame fish categories, especially with native 

species. However, I do have a few gripes with the specifics of how 

some fish are classified in this system. 
For starters, classifying Utah Chub as a baitfish that is, in 

particular, protected within its endemic Bonneville Basin range 

seems strange to me. Even though it is endemic, Utah Chub are 

fairly prolific in many of the areas they can be found. What makes 

this even more redundant is that the Least Chub, an adjacent 
species also endemic to the Bonneville Basin, is proposed to be 

classified as a game fish despite it being even more imperiled, 
being extirpated throughout a vast majority of its native range. 
This brings me to my second point: if these native fish are to be 

classified as game fish, especially those who are classified as 

vulnerable or threatened, then there needs to be the 

establishment and promotion of fisheries for those species. It 
frankly feels disingenuous to classify these species as being able 

to be targeted like any other game species only to be rug-pulled 

when you can't even reasonably fish for them anywhere. Thus, 
creating fisheries for these species will help to increase 

populations by creating a "market demand" for these native fish, 
as people will go out of their way to target these native fish. 
Finally, I feel there is some need to more clearly define the 

Prohibited, Controlled, Gamefish, and Baitfish categories, mainly 

regarding the treatment of native fish within these categories. 
From what I understand, some species of fish that are reclassified 

as Gamefish or Baitfish will have special restrictions, which is not 
immediately clear in their categorization. As such, mayhaps those 

species could be considered "Protected Gamefish" or a similar 

such title. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

It appears that these new management plans are a much needed 

update to the current regulations. 

However it appears the bigger picture for Elk hunting in Utah, has 

been to try and raise the number of successful hunts. To get a 

better grip on the population control 

We run into the issue of elk migrating to public lands during 

hunting season, and then after the season migrating back to 

public land. 

For years this has been a struggle and we have been left with 

complaining hunters, but also upset land owners. 

My suggestion: 

A few years ago because of a policy abuser, legal baiting was 

banned. I've spent all of my hunting years on private lands. Most 
of them with assisting an impaired companion that struggles to 

hike. The years where mineral baiting was allowed were our most 
memorable and successful hunts. 

In my option it would be best to update those baiting regulations 

to attack the bigger picture, to draw the animals off the private 

lands. With an updated legal and ethical technique that can be 

better regulated. 

Please consider this request, as it could assist my disabled 

hunting companion. And help the over all management situation. 

Thank you. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-62? 

Strongly agree 



Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to accommodations for 

people with disabilities? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly agree 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I am glad you are proposing the multi season back uncapped. I 
would like to see a set quota as a backstop on any unlimited tag 

seasons not that it will be reached but as a safety net if things get 
western. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-62? 

Somewhat agree 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I feel like the changes are all positive.  One change I'd love to see 

is the entirety of Tooele County going to catch and release only 

for Largemouth Bass, including Blue Lake, the springs in Skull 
Valley and Stansbury Park.  These lakes used to all be trophy 

fisheries, that are now shadows of what they once were.  Blue 

Lake went down hill after spear fishing for tilapia was allowed, 
and fishing pressure at the other lakes has resulted in poor 

fisheries.  Either going to catch and release only, or actually 

stocking largemouth, would go a long ways. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

aquatic rule changes? 

Somewhat agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

amphibian/reptile rule changes? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat agree 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I think the age objectives for LE hunts are a touch out of whack. 
Considering it takes as long as it does to draw a LE tag, I do think 

the age objectives should be moved back a year or two on every 

unit.  If it's going to take 20-30 years to draw a tag, these should 

be true trophy tags.  To help offset tag numbers taken away, you 

could look into offering a "management" bull permit, similar to 

the management deer permits.  5x5 or smaller for management. 
The last LE permit I had was on the Manti, and there were a 

plethora of mature 5x5's under 300" that I had zero desire to tag 

out on, especially on a tag that took 18 years to draw. 

I 100% support reinstating the multi-season any bull permits, with 

no cap on the numbers of tags.  I also fully support removing the 

permit cap on any bull permits, and merging the two rifle hunts 

back together.  The pressure on the first weekend of the hunt is 

massive now.  It's honestly enough pressure that it negatively 

affects the second hunt, at least where I hunt.  The pressure was 

more spread out when it was the two week rifle hunt. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-42? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to R657-62? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to accommodations for 

people with disabilities? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 

Strongly agree 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly agree 



Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

Utah Lake is a better fishery now than it was 20 years ago, and I 
honestly look forward to seeing what it will look like in the future. 
My one complaint would be the number of bullhead catfish in the 

lake.  Would it be feasible to have no limit on them, similar to the 

white bass?  Allowing the people who keep them to harvest more 

would help with their numbers. With June Suckers finally being 

moved down to threatened, I'd love to see more warm water 

species added to the lake like Wiper, in addition to stocking more 

native forage species, like annual stockings of Utah Chub or 

Redsided Shiners.  
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives.   The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13.  We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals.  
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives.   The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13.  We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals.  
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives.   The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13.  We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals.  
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives.   The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13.  We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals.  
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives.   The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13.  We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals.  



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 20, 2026 1:56 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

This input is provided on behalf of the Utah Anglers Coalition 

(UAC), a Utah based nonprofit corporation consisting of many 

different angler groups/organizations, retailers, guides, and 

fishing industry representatives.   The UAC supports the UDWR 

regulation proposals provided to the various RAC Committees and 

Wildlife Board for the 2027-28 Fishing Guidebook and 

Administrative Rule R-657-13.  We appreciate the close working 

relationship we have had with DWR officials in the formulation 

and review of these proposals.  



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 20, 2026 11:04 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

As a spearfisherman I'm in favor of removing the season 

smallmouth bass closure at Lake Powell. That lake a billion 

smallmouth and the State wants the number reduced so letting us 

eat a few is appreciated. 

I am strongly in favor of the regulation to allow spearfishing for 

Northern Pike in Redmond Lake. 

Why can't spearfisherman join the anglers at Navajo Lake in 

taking 1 tiger muskie. The DWR says the lake will sustain it? That 
lake should be open to spearing. The DWR's own survey says 

spearfishing doesn't cause harm to fish populations and that 
survey showed very few trout speared. Please consider opening 

this lake to spearos for all species in the future. 

I am opposed to the Starvation spearfishing.  The proposals is 

•	Inconsistent & Discriminatory: Hook-and-line anglers will still be 

allowed to target and harvest full limits of walleye at Starvation 

throughout spring. If a spawn closure is biologically necessary, it 
must apply equally to all harvest methods. 

•	Negligible Impact: The DWR's own analysis says that spearing 

accounts for a tiny fraction of total walleye harvest and will not 
have an effect on populations. Why are they cutting us out of the 

water? 

•	Spring Fever: Many spearos are excited to get out in the spring 

despite cold water and low visibility. Starvation is a beloved lake 

of the spearing community. We are excited to get walleye to eat. 
Why should we be treated differently than other anglers? 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 10:38 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir but I support the other 

proposal to increase access for spearfishing in places like the 

Provo River Delta, Redmond Lake, and Lake Powell. Any biological 
reason such as spawning, population density, size limits, should 

apply to all anglers regardless of harvest method. In fact 

spearfishing has the lowest harvest success rate of all fishing 

methods. The state should support spearfishing as a harvesting 

method as many of the invasive species are specifically targeted 

by spear fishermen and align with State management objectives.  



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:01 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I oppose the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure for walleye at 
Starvation Reservoir but I support and am excited about the other 

proposal to increase access for spearfishing in places like the 

Provo River Delta, Redmond Lake, and Lake Powell. Walleye for 

me have been be really hard to find and harvest and any chance 

we can get is appreciated 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:17 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

maybe consider lowering the kokanee limit at strawberry 

reservoir from 4 to 3 (maybe 2). These kokanee see's significant 
pressure. 

Thanks 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Thank you for bringing back the multi-season any bull hunt. 

I would like to suggest the board recommends to the elk 

committee to review impacts on spike bull archery hunters 

hunting and crowding any bull units after the spike area closes. I 
would like to see where spike bull tag holders are only permitted 

to hunt spike bull units and vice versa for any bull permit holders 

only being permitted to hunt any bull units. 

Thank you. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fee changes? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fee changes? 

Harvest Objective bear permit fees should be $50.00 also. 

I feel like the AIS fee (tax) should be coming from the general 
fund. I know that boaters use the resource for recreation. 
However, the general public at large uses the resource in some 

manner. boaters shouldn't have to carry this burden. 

Thanks 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:42 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

"I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir." 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:50 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. There is no data supporting 

the benefits of a closure for Walleye, not to mention, 
Hook-and-line anglers will still be allowed to target and harvest 
full limits of walleye at Starvation throughout spring. If a spawn 

closure is biologically necessary, it must apply equally to all 
harvest methods. Lastly, the DWR's own analysis says that 
spearing accounts for a tiny fraction of total walleye harvest and 

will not have an effect on populations. So why implement this 

closure? It makes zero sense. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:51 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 

I can spearfish for four hours and harvest one or two game fish on 

a good day, and water visibility conditions limit the number of 
weekend days I can actually be in the water. My take of game is 

negligible, as the DWR itself concluded in its recent analysis. 

Hook-and-line anglers will still be allowed to target and harvest 
full limits of walleye at Starvation Reservoir throughout spring. If a 

spawn closure is biologically necessary, it must apply equally to 

all harvest methods. Otherwise, this comes across as an arbitrary 

ruling based on some level of discrimination against the sport of 
spearfishing. 

If the goal is to protect spawning fish, limiting spearfishing ONLY 

has a negligible effect. If the goal is to pacify concerned 

hook-and-line fishermen, then this is a matter of public 

education--and not of fishing regulations. 

Thank you for our time and consideration. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:53 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:57 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I strongly support opening Provo river delta to spearfishing, but 
strongly DISAGREE with seasonal closure of Starvation to 

spearfishing. Since spearfishing has negligible impact, if spawning 

walleye need protection, we his should apply to hook and line 

anglers. 
Thank you 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:13 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I'm happy that the new spearfishing data has allowed opening of 
the Provo River Delta, and new opportunities in Lake Powell. I'm 

confused by the proposed closure for spearfishing Walleye in 

Starvation during the spring. If the data shows limited impact by 

spearos, then why do they have a targeted closure in the spring? 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:20 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Although I strongly agree with the general increase in opportunity 

for spearfishing and bowfishing, I do not understand the premise 

or need for the seasonal closure for walleye  to these groups at 
Starvation Reservoir.  As an avid angler and spearfisher, I 
appreciate this opportunity to suggest that the closure not be 

enacted. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:29 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 12:57 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

My name is  Ryan McChancey and I STRONGLY OPPOSE the 

proposed seasonal closure for walleye at Starvation Reservior. I 
have lived in Utah for 27 years and have spearfished walleye at 
Starvation for 11 years. 
The closure feels discriminatory, the rod and reel fisherman are 

still  allowed to target and harvest full limits of walleye at 
Starvation throughout spring. If a spawn closure is needed 

wouldn't it go for all anglers?  
 The DWR  states that spearing accounts for a very small 
percentage  of  the total walleye.  It would seem like this will not 
have an effect on populations but will only limit spearfisherman. 
Why must only spearfisherman be limited? 
I see first hand the walleye in starvation on a yearly basis. I care 

for the fishery, but wonder why you would only limit 

spearfisherman. Again, I as a Utah fisherman Strongly Oppose this 

change, it seems to target only spearfisherman. Thank you for 

your time on this matter and please feel free to reach out to me. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 1:43 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

The new seasonal closure for spear fishing in starvation doesn't 
make sense. Allowing rod &reel anglers to take fish but not spear 

fishers is discriminatory against a super small set of people. The 

amount of people in the water that time of year is so small, but 
the people that dive in water that cold are the people that love it 
most. I strongly disagree with it. 

That being said I do agree with the opening of new waters 

elsewhere in the state. For that I am grateful. Thank you. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 2:12 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 



Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I strongly disagree with the proposed changes to the walleye 

regulations at Starvation Reservoir, particularly the proposed 

closure of spearfishing from April 1 through 6:00 a.m. on the 

fourth Saturday in June. 

The proposed closure is especially concerning because it removes 

spearfishing access during a period that generally provides some 

of the safest and most favorable conditions for underwater 

fishing. Early spring and late spring often offer better underwater 

visibility, lower recreational boating activity, and conditions that 
allow spearfishing to safely and selectively target walleye. Closing 

spearfishing during this period unnecessarily restricts a legal and 

established method of harvest without clearly demonstrating that 
such a closure is biologically necessary. 

If the purpose of this closure is to protect the walleye population 

during a specific portion of the year, I believe the Division should 

provide clear biological evidence demonstrating why spearfishing 

presents a meaningful risk during this period that other legal 
methods of harvest do not. A regulation that specifically restricts 

one method of harvest should be supported by data showing that 
the method is contributing to a measurable biological concern. 

I also have significant concerns with the proposed changes to the 

walleye slot limit. This represents a substantial change in the 

management strategy for Starvation Reservoir. Such a significant 
change should be supported by clear biological data 

demonstrating the specific problem the regulation is intended to 

address, the expected effects on the walleye population, and why 

the proposed size structure is preferable to the existing 

regulation. 

I support responsible fisheries management and maintaining a 

healthy and sustainable walleye population at Starvation 

Reservoir. However, regulations should be based on sound 

biological evidence and should provide reasonable access for all 
legal methods of harvest. Spearfishing is an inherently selective 

method of harvest, allowing the fisherman to identify the species 

and size of a fish before taking it. This makes it particularly 

important that any restriction placed specifically on spearfishing 

be supported by evidence demonstrating that it is necessary. 

I respectfully ask the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the 

Wildlife Board to reconsider the proposed spearfishing closure and 

provide the biological justification and supporting data for this 

restriction. I also ask that the proposed slot limit be supported by 

clear evidence demonstrating why the change is necessary and 

how it is expected to improve the Starvation Reservoir walleye 

fishery. 



Wildlife regulations should be designed to address demonstrated 

biological concerns rather than restrict a legal method of harvest 
without sufficient evidence that the method is contributing to the 

problem. I encourage the Division and Wildlife Board to evaluate 

spearfishing based on its actual biological impact and available 

harvest data given by your own experts and the fish harvest 
study already in place rather than applying restrictions without 
demonstrated necessity. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 2:13 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 



Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I strongly disagree with the proposed changes to the walleye 

regulations at Starvation Reservoir, particularly the proposed 

closure of spearfishing from April 1 through 6:00 a.m. on the 

fourth Saturday in June. 

The proposed closure is especially concerning because it removes 

spearfishing access during a period that generally provides some 

of the safest and most favorable conditions for underwater 

fishing. Early spring and late spring often offer better underwater 

visibility, lower recreational boating activity, and conditions that 
allow spearfishing to safely and selectively target walleye. Closing 

spearfishing during this period unnecessarily restricts a legal and 

established method of harvest without clearly demonstrating that 
such a closure is biologically necessary. 

If the purpose of this closure is to protect the walleye population 

during a specific portion of the year, I believe the Division should 

provide clear biological evidence demonstrating why spearfishing 

presents a meaningful risk during this period that other legal 
methods of harvest do not. A regulation that specifically restricts 

one method of harvest should be supported by data showing that 
the method is contributing to a measurable biological concern. 

I also have significant concerns with the proposed changes to the 

walleye slot limit. This represents a substantial change in the 

management strategy for Starvation Reservoir. Such a significant 
change should be supported by clear biological data 

demonstrating the specific problem the regulation is intended to 

address, the expected effects on the walleye population, and why 

the proposed size structure is preferable to the existing 

regulation. 

I support responsible fisheries management and maintaining a 

healthy and sustainable walleye population at Starvation 

Reservoir. However, regulations should be based on sound 

biological evidence and should provide reasonable access for all 
legal methods of harvest. Spearfishing is an inherently selective 

method of harvest, allowing the fisherman to identify the species 

and size of a fish before taking it. This makes it particularly 

important that any restriction placed specifically on spearfishing 

be supported by evidence demonstrating that it is necessary. 

I respectfully ask the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the 

Wildlife Board to reconsider the proposed spearfishing closure and 

provide the biological justification and supporting data for this 

restriction. I also ask that the proposed slot limit be supported by 

clear evidence demonstrating why the change is necessary and 

how it is expected to improve the Starvation Reservoir walleye 

fishery. 



Wildlife regulations should be designed to address demonstrated 

biological concerns rather than restrict a legal method of harvest 
without sufficient evidence that the method is contributing to the 

problem. I encourage the Division and Wildlife Board to evaluate 

spearfishing based on its actual biological impact and available 

harvest data given by your own experts and the fish harvest 
study already in place rather than applying restrictions without 
demonstrated necessity. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 2:27 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir.  Seeing that DWR's own 

analysis says that spearing accounts for a tiny fraction of the total 
walleye harvest, spearing should not be treated differently than 

hook and line anglers. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 4:26 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

It was a great stride to be able to track and survey spearfishing 

through the new app. I was unable to submit my harvests, but 
beleive the data was skewed. The users were mostly expert level 
spearfisherman, and that group targets large, tasty game fish 

such as walleye. As an intermediate spearfisherman, I was able to 

get out for walleye for 3 different trips totaling to about 12 hours 

and got my first one. After spending plenty of time during the 

spawn and springtime at starvation reservoir, it was apparent how 

hard it was to actually see and spear a walleye. Most 

spearfisherman are trophy hunters, and will usually only spear a 

trophy walleye when at starvation. I strongly oppose the closure 

of the reservoir during the proposed time. I beleive 

spearfisherman are a vital resource in tracking and managing 

starvation's walleye population. Our opportunities are highest to 

see these fish and harvest the right ones, during the proposed 

spawn protection time. Alongside losing our opportunity to 

recreate the way we love in a clear water fishery, it feels 

discriminatory towards us considering hook and line fishers are 

not being stopped from fishing during this same time. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 5:42 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY DISAGREE with the proposed seasonal spearfishing 

closure for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. The closure should not 
be different than that for anglers. Spearfishers should not be 

discriminated against, particularly when it is clear that the impact 
of spearfishing to game fish populations is negligible AND 

spearfishers can deliberately target unwanted species, and can 

therefore be a management tool in controlling populations of 
unwanted species. 

Also, I underscore that there is a huge bias in your study of 
spearfishing's impact. The spearfishers in the study are some of 
the most advanced in the Country, not just in Utah, and they 

catch fish probably at a rate 4x greater than the average 

spearfisher. Most spearfishers I know catch zero fish in most 
outings and most only go once or twice per year. So the study is 

probably overstated by at least 400%. The total walleye 

spearfishing capture, for instance, should probably be closer to 

500 or 600 individuals, not the 2,745 figure deduced in the study. 
The same overstatement is carried over into the other species. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 6:06 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

 I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
strongly oppose the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure for 

walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 8:54 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

I was at the original meeting of the Utah Lake and that was 

already proposed to be open this next year for spearfishing that 
makes sense but what does not make sense is starvation closing 

all walleye most Spearos cannot spear trout so what are they 

going to eat in June. You just took the only time the water starts 

to warm up or they can actually die for 3 months you took one of 
those months away time walleye and get some good eating fish it 
makes sense one over 24 in but more than that you got to get rid 

of that that makes no sense at all I've been in Dives where I've 

seen over a thousand walleye grouped up in small bunches 

meanwhile the fisherman can take as much as they want you 

cannot take knowledge from a boat fisherman or an angler cuz 

they have no knowledge of spear fishermen and we aren't even 

putting a dent in the walleye population not even a dent. In most 
fears have to drive 3 hours out of their time just to go to that Lake 

and you just took their whole June away. We drive to starvation 

cuz it's one of the few lakes that actually have visibility and have 

walleye. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 21, 2026 11:40 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 11:57 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

While I support opening spearfishing to the Provo River delta, I 
very strongly OPPOSE the seasonal closure of spearfishing to 

starvation reservoir.  The DWRs own study shows the spearfishing 

community has a negligible effect on fish populations.  Spearos 

should be allowed to fish the same seasons that all other anglers 

are open to. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 12:20 pm 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 5:20 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

To whom it may concern, I am against the proposed seasonal 
closure for walleye at starvation. Spearfishing is a selective style 

of fishing with no by catch or harm to other species. I have 

speared this water for years and have been very selective 

especially on some of the bigger walleye. Many of which I have 

passed on in order to keep a good breeding stock. The world 

sucks right now, leave some good. 
 I support other changes. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 23, 2026 5:46 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 9:39 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:03 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Strongly in favor of spear fishing proposals for Lake Powell, Provo 

river, and Redmond lake. But why on earth would you cut off 
spear fishing in starvation. I don't understand the regulations 

there. If you want to get more walleye out of Starvation lake, why 

not let us spear fish? Please reconsider this decision and take 

time to pay attention to more than just the anglers in the spring. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:05 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

As an active Spear fisherman and traditional angler I appreciate 

and am strongly in favor of the amendments to spearfishing in 

Lake Powell, Provo Delta and Redmond lake. Can we reconsider 

the regulation that limit spearfishing at starvation? It sounds like 

we need walleye taken out of there. Why would we discriminate 

against spearfisherman to help in those efforts? 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:13 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Im a traditional angler and I've only been spearing a couple times. 
It's really hard. My husband is a big spear fisherman and 

traditional angler. We love to eat fish w our family. 

 I am strongly in favor of the spearfishing proposals for Lake 

Powell and Redmond Lake and the Provo River delta but why not 
open more of the state waters to spearfishing? The survey shows 

that spear anglers don't harm populations and they hardly ever 

get a trout. Please open more lakes. Why wouldn't spear anglers 

be able to chase fish in more waters? For example Navajo lake is 

now open for more harvest of tiger Muskie but not for spear 

anglers. That doesn't make sense. 

I am strongly opposed to the walleye proposal at starvation. There 

are way more anglers than spearfishers and it makes no sense 

that they get to keep walleye at starvation but you want to keep 

spear fishers out.  I think this is a pretext for closing walleye 

spearing in the spring which makes no sense. Spearing in the 

spring is cold murky and requires special gear. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 4:41 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I specifically and strongly disagree with the closure on Walleye at 
Starvation Reservoir. DWR has talked about needing to remove 

1% of the walleye out of the lake and it's makes no sense to put a 

closure on Walleye when they want a percentage removed. On 

top of that, if it was smart to put a closure on Walleye it should be 

during their actual spawn which is March and April. I have 

spearfished plenty of walleye during May and June at Starvation 

and all of them were post spawn. Another thing if it were to be 

beneficial is it should be closed to all means of fishing not just 
spearfishing. If this proposal goes through then rod n reel guys 

can still harvest tons of walleye during the spawn. It shouldn't 
only target one way of harvest. I strongly disagree with the 

closure on Walleye from April to June. Everything else in the 

proposal I strongly Agree with. Please get rid of the proposed 

closure at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 7:23 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I may be in the minority, but as an archery elk hunter, I think the 

multi season permit ruined general season hunting. The video 

discusses creating "Artificial demand"  with tag caps and covid 

but ignores the artificial demand the multi-season hunt created. 
The high demand years align exactly with the multi season hunt 
years and the DWR biologists in the video blatantly ignore that 
fact. The video says the uncapped late season hunt reduced 

demand while ignoring that they eliminated the multi season tag 

in the same year. Terrible data analysis. They either can't see or 

ignore the data starring them right in the face. Removing the cap 

and allowing multi season in at the same time is reckless and will 
be a disaster. I would prefer to but an unlimited archery tag, but 
when the multi season is available, I buy that instead. So does 

almost every other hunter I know. That is artificial demand. Once 

the multi-season tags became available the number of hunters in 

the field for the archery exploded. Now, all the rifle guys were 

also hunting the archery hunt. The archery hunters are now 

hunting the rifle hunt. The pressure makes both hunts miserable. 
Just let the people who would prefer to hunt rifle hunt rifle and the 

people who would prefer to hunt archery hunt archery. There is 

still plenty of opportunity to get out and hunt with unlimited 

archery, extended archery, and unlimited late season tags.  I 
understand the tag was popular, but just because they people 

want it does not mean it is actually good for their hunting 

experience. 

Multi season is available for general deer and itis much more 

carefully dispense. You know exactly why that is the case. If 
everyone had multi-season opportunities it ruins the quality of the 

hunt experience. If we "must" institute a multi season elk tag, 
create a higher barrier to entry, like the dedicated deer program 

through either cost or service hours. This will give the opportunity 

but reduce the pressure and artificial demand. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 24, 2026 9:18 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I'm a traditional angler and a spear angler and I Strongly disagree 

w the proposal to limit spearos access to walleye at Starvation. 
This is a beloved lake for walleye and spearos. Walleye are 

predominantly a harvest fishery, with creel data showing 

traditional anglers keep up to 70% of their catch. The idea that 
traditional anglers release large fish while spearos deplete them 

is false; far more mature walleye are harvested annually with 

hook-and-line gear than by all spearfishers combined. If you factor 

in catch and release mortality the mortality is higher.  The DWR's 

own study confirmed that spearfishing pressure on sportfish is 

biologically negligible. We ask the Northeastern RAC to reject the 

seasonal spearfishing closure and manage Starvation fairly for 

everyone. 

I strongly support the spearfishing proposals for lake Powell, 
Redmond lake and the Provo River delta but wonder why more 

lakes aren't opened to spearos. Navajo has new tiger Muskie 

regulations for hook and line anglers allowing the take of one 

Muskie per day of any size. Why not let spearos Into Navajo lake 

for all species. The spear fishing survey just completed shows that 
the most expert spearos basically shoot carp and perch and that 
it's really hard to get trout. If the NE region wants less spearos at 
Starvation it would be nice if we had more lakes to go to. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 25, 2026 4:30 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I support opening the Provo River Delta for spearfishing, but I 
STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed seasonal spearfishing closure 

for walleye at Starvation Reservoir. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 27, 2026 3:00 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Strongly agree, especially with the recommendation on the 

general season.  Appreciate the OTC opportunity.  Would support 
making one longer rifle season for the any bull - like the spike 

hunt. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 27, 2026 3:08 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Strongly agree, especially with the recommendation on the 

general season.  Appreciate the OTC opportunity.  Would support 
making one longer rifle season for the any bull - like the spike 

hunt. 

With the limits being removed from any bull and this being an 

opportunity hunt, could there be an additional multi season option 

- one that functions like the youth tag where it can be used on 

spike and any bull units for all seasons?  This could be subject to 

the spike cap and cost more than the current multi season tag. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 28, 2026 7:03 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Hi everyone, 

Thank you for all your hard work and dedication. I fully support 
opening this up and removing the cap, as it's clear we have 

healthy elk populations. 

My one recommendation is a 4-point-or-better requirement for the 

GS Anybull units, while still allowing youth hunters to harvest any 

branch bull. I'm also excited to see the multi-season option 

return. 

Thanks! 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to accommodations for 

people with disabilities? 

Strongly disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to these 

accommodations? 

Hello everyone, 

After participating in a few disability ice-fishing events, I've 

gained a greater appreciation for the challenges hunters with 

disabilities face. I've also watched several videos and learned 

more about the accommodations and difficulties involved. These 

individuals didn't choose their disabilities, and elk hunting is 

challenging enough for any hunter. 

With that in mind, I respectfully recommend keeping the hunt 
scheduled where it currently falls during the GS draw youth elk 

hunt. Adding five days to the late rifle elk season would cause it 
to overlap with the deer hunt. By that point in the season, elk are 

already heavily pressured and extremely difficult to hunt. 

I believe keeping the current schedule would provide a better 

balance for everyone involved while maintaining a quality 

elk-hunting opportunity. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: August 31, 2026 7:59 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I have no issues with all of the proposed changes except one. I 
oppose allowing bow fishing for Black Bass on Starvation 

Reservoir. 

I am concerned about requests to remove spawning closures on 

spearfishing for Bass and Walleye. We allow more opportunities 

for spearfishing than many of our surrounding western states, I 
reviewed many of their regulations and with the exception of 
Idaho, other western states are primarily focused on non-game 

species or species that pose problems to other desired species. 
The list is available for review should you desire.  Spearfishing is a 

lethal take of fish, there is no catch and release. Anglers can and 

do release many fish caught during the spawn. Spearfishers are 

focused on targeting larger fish and allowing such lethal take 

during the spawn can have a detrimental effect on future 

populations of these game fish. I oppose any changes allowing 

spearfishing during the spawn. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 1, 2026 10:56 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I support a multiple season permits coming back. But would like 

to see some "limits". Keep it a 3 season tag but also keep four 

seasons. Which means if someone wants to hunt both rifle 

seasons plus muzzleloader thats there three seasons. Where as if 
someone chooses archery, 2nd rifle and muzzleloader. They 

choose that. This will give flexibility while still making hunters 

responsible in what they want to choose. 

I also thing Utah is getting behind the ball on general tags for non 

residents. Every other state has changed out non residents can 

get tags. You see Colorado even making non residents draw for all 
tags. Utah should increase cost again or draw for all tags for non 

res. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 1, 2026 11:11 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I really like the idea of bringing back the Multi-Season Any Bull 
tag.  I do think that there needs to be a cap on those tags as well 
where unlimited tags could create an over abundance of pressure 

in those units. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 4, 2026 9:06 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

Dear Board Members, 
Thank you for your time and for all the hard work you put into 

managing our wildlife and hunting seasons. I recently submitted 

another comment and feel I may have gotten a bit ahead of 
myself, so I want to clarify my thoughts. 
The General Season Any Bull elk hunt is my absolute favorite 

hunt. I was very saddened when the multi-season hunt was 

removed in 2023. While I recognize that crowding was a real issue 

during that timeframe, the changes made after its 

removal-specifically splitting the rifle elk hunt and adding more 

General Season Any Bull units-were significant. 
There has been a lot of discussion about what caused the major 

shifts we've seen over the last few years. Some attribute it to the 

multi-season hunt, while others point to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Personally, I believe the spike in pressure was a result of the 

pandemic combined with a temporary lack of General Season 

units. Ultimately, I support the decision to remove the permit cap. 
It is proving to be a good move, especially considering we aren't 
completely selling out of these permits now. 
I would like to propose capping multi-season permits at 7,500 

while restoring the first and second rifle hunts to a 14-day season. 
Maintaining the current split season will likely replicate past 
issues, causing multi-season permits to sell out too quickly. While 

the multi-season hunt is an excellent opportunity that I thoroughly 

enjoy, we must consider that many hunters face strict scheduling 

constraints. Most working individuals do not have enough paid 

time off to utilize every season fully; instead, they can only piece 

together a week here and a few days there to complete their 

hunting year. Restoring the longer rifle seasons would offer these 

hunters the necessary flexibility. That said I would also be open to 

a no cap as well on the Multi-season hunt aswell. Eitherway i 
balive the Gs Anybull rifle hunt needs to be a 14 day hunt. 

Thank you again for considering my perspective and for your 

dedication to Utah's hunting community. 



Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to accommodations for 

people with disabilities? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to these 

accommodations? 

Dear Board Member,I want to thank you for everything you do for 

our state and our wildlife.

Thank you for your time and for considering the needs of our 

community's adaptive hunters.I understand that the current 
system faces issues with abuse, and I completely support 
tightening regulations to prevent that from happening. However, 
as someone who has personally assisted individuals with 

disabilities, I strongly recommend keeping the disabled rifle elk 

hunt exactly where it is, concurrent with the youth hunt. 

Through my volunteer work-including helping with adaptive ice 

fishing events-I have seen firsthand how difficult outdoor activities 

can be for people with disabilities. The vast majority of these 

hunters cannot leave their vehicles or the main roads. Even those 

who can are typically limited to traveling perhaps 100 yards into 

the trees.I understand there have been complaints from some 

youth and archery hunters. 

My take on this is that if these able-bodied hunters are 

complaining, they are likely hunting right off the roads 

themselves instead of moving deeper into the field. We are all 
hunters, and we all need to respect one another. We must also 

recognize that hunters with disabilities face severe physical 
limitations and simply do not have the ability to hunt the way 

others do. 

Thank you again for protecting accessibility for our adaptive 

hunting community. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:02 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

 
Can I additionally add the, Proposal to Allow Spearfishing for Lake 

Trout at Bear Lake 

Dear Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, 

I am writing to respectfully request that the Utah Division of 
Wildlife Resources consider allowing spearfishing for lake trout at 
Bear Lake as an additional management tool to help control their 

population and protect native cutthroat trout. 

Lake trout are effective predators and can consume significant 
numbers of native cutthroat trout. As a result, increased predation 

from lake trout can put additional pressure on native cutthroat 
populations and make conservation efforts more difficult. 

Allowing regulated spearfishing for lake trout could provide 

anglers with another way to selectively target this predatory 

species while potentially reducing pressure on native cutthroat 
trout. Spearfishing is also a highly selective method of harvest 
because the angler must visually identify and deliberately target 
an individual fish before taking it. Appropriate regulations could 

further limit harvest to lake trout and establish specific seasons, 
size limits, or other restrictions if DWR determines they are 

necessary. 

I believe this could be a useful complement to the Utah DWR's 

existing lake trout management efforts. Rather than viewing 

spearfishing solely as an additional recreational opportunity, I 
encourage DWR to consider it as a potential conservation tool 
that could engage anglers directly in managing a species that is 

impacting native trout. 

I respectfully ask the Utah DWR to evaluate the potential 
biological benefits of allowing regulated spearfishing for lake trout 
at Bear Lake and, if supported by the available science, consider 

implementing a pilot program or regulation allowing its use. 

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued work 

managing Utah's fisheries and protecting native fish populations. 
Thank you for your time. 

Dylan Mitani 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:10 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I've been spearfishing in Utah for over 10 years and have become 

one of the more well-known spearfishers in the country. I'm a 

huge advocate for our sport, but I'm also very passionate about 
responsible fisheries management and keeping Utah's fisheries 

healthy for generations to come. 

I'm asking the Board to continue updating Utah's spearfishing 

regulations and, most importantly, recognize spearfishing as a 

legitimate form of angling that should have reasonable access to 

the same fisheries available to other anglers. 

Spearfishers shouldn't only be given opportunities when a fish 

population needs to be reduced or when we can act as the 

"cleanup crew." We want the opportunity to pursue healthy 

gamefish populations in the same waters where other anglers are 

allowed to harvest them. The DWR's research and survey data 

have shown that spearfishing is unlikely to have a meaningful 
impact on gamefish populations, so regulations should be based 

on the biological needs of each fishery rather than assumptions 

about how effective spearfishing is at removing fish. 

I encourage the Board to: 

Open more waters to spearfishing for legal gamefish, including 

waters already open to other methods of take. 
Keep limits and seasons consistent between spearfishing and 

other forms of angling. 
Continue using spearfishers as a resource for information about 
fish populations, habitat and underwater conditions. 

Spearfishing is an extremely selective form of fishing. We spend 

hours in the water passing up fish and looking for the right fish. 
We don't handle or harm fish we don't intend to harvest, and 

plenty of dives end without taking a fish at all. We care about 
healthy fish populations because we want to be able to fish these 

waters for decades to come. 

Utah has already made progress in recognizing spearfishing as a 

legitimate method of angling, and I'm asking the Board to 

continue that progress by expanding access and regulating 

spearfishing based on sound fisheries science. We want to be 

treated like other anglers and as partners in fisheries 

management, not as a method that is only useful when fish 

populations need to be reduced. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:22 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I've always done rod and reel fishing but have friends and family 

that spearfish and think it's really cool. I hope it continues to grow 

and expand in the state as they all seem to like it although it isn't 
my thing. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:25 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I'm not much of a spear fisherman but by sister spearfishes and 

has recently started taking out my kids and they love it! 

Opportunities for perch and bass for them expanding would be 

awesome so they have more options when going out with her as 

they learn 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:28 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I live in Southern Utah and enjoy spear fishing along with rod and 

reel fishing. I support these proposals and I would really like more 

opportunities to spearfish in more waters in Utah. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:43 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

As a spear fisherman, I want to say thank you for continuing to 

provide access to my sport. I spent most of my working life 

looking forward to my time outdoors and in the water, and my 

family loves all of the fish recipes I try with them. 

My only request is that we be given access to more lakes. 
Strawberry Reservoir and Sand Hollow would be my petition. You 

can set similar limits as you place on anglers, but please give us 

access. And thank you for the access you've given to us. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 2:43 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I'm originally from Utah now in Vegas, I have always been more of 
a hunter and rod and reel fisherman but have family that likes to 

spearfish in lake Powell and in Utah. My kids have expressed 

interest and it's so cool that they can spearfish in Utah, Nevada 

and Arizona and hope the sports grow because it seems like a fun 

hybrid of hunting and fishing that's challenging and a good hobby 

for my kids to run out some energy! 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 4:52 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

aquatic rule changes? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed rule changes? 

Please specify the rule. 

The data shows that spear fishing helps! Let's open up more 

areas for spearing. Gunlovk just increased their crappie limits. 
Why can't Spearos help?! 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

amphibian/reptile rule changes? 

Strongly agree 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 5:00 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Why not open up more trout lakes to spearfishing? Bear lake 

needs to keep cut throat alive 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 5:21 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Increase fishing opportunities for spearfishing along Provo river 

area. Seems like a good way to further the DWRs objectives. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 7:29 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I have tried spear fishing and think it is an awesome way to get 
outdoors and into some Utah waters. Difficult but worthwhile. 
Would love to see more lakes and reservoirs opened up for spear 

fishing! 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 8:52 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I am mainly interested in spear fishing. I have not tried it yet, but 
would like to begin, and I have family members to teach me. It 
has been a great family activity for those involved, so I strongly 

agree with the proposed regulations. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 7, 2026 9:51 pm 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 8, 2026 9:30 am 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Spearfishing needs to be allowed in more lakes. Bear lake would 

benefit greatly from this. Spearfishing is a great source of 
recreation, healthy living and species management. Spear fishing 

needs to be allowed in more lakes. It also gets people out 
enjoying nature. 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 8, 2026 2:57 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the Utah Lake 

Fisheries Management Plan? 

Strongly disagree 



Do you have any comments about 

the Utah Lake Fisheries 

Management Plan? 

Dear Chairman Nielson and Members of the Wildlife Board, 

I am writing to you as the President of the Colorado Spearfishing 

Club to offer an outside perspective on the ongoing discussion 

surrounding spearfishing access in Utah. 

Our club members have a strong interest in Utah's fisheries, and 

personally, I have found myself traveling to Utah more frequently 

for spearfishing tournaments and recreational trips than I have 

been able to participate in my own state's waters. Utah has 

developed into an important destination for freshwater 

spearfishing, not only for Utah residents but also for divers 

traveling from surrounding states. 

As the clubs professional and leader, I have followed the 

discussions and regulatory changes surrounding spearfishing in 

Utah closely. What stands out to me is the amount of work that 
the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the Wildlife Board 

have put into better understanding the actual impact of 
spearfishing. Over the past several years, the information being 

collected and presented has provided something that is extremely 

important to our community: an opportunity to evaluate 

spearfishing based on measurable data rather than assumptions 

about the method. 
The recent DWR survey is particularly important. The information 

presented indicates that the spearfishing community represents a 

very small portion of Utah's overall angling population and that 
spearfishing harvest has had a negligible impact on sport fish 

populations. The survey also provides valuable information about 
where spearfishing effort is actually directed and the types of fish 

being harvested. This is very similar to my own harvest study I've 

implemented in Colorado and similar studies done in Michigan 

showing the same data points, small percentage of total 
population participation and even smaller numbers of annual 
harvest vs other angling methods. 

From the perspective of a club that represents spearos, anglers, 
and outdoorsman, I believe this information should be more than 

simply a report. It should be used as a management tool when the 

Board considers future regulations and opportunities. 

As the data has demonstrated the relatively small impact of 
spearfishing, I believe it is appropriate to continually reassess 

whether existing restrictions remain necessary. I am not 

suggesting that every Utah water be opened, rather, I believe 

access should be evaluated using the same principles we would 

expect in any other form of fisheries management: biological 
data, harvest information, population objectives, participation, 
and measurable impacts. 



Where those factors demonstrate that spearfishing is not creating 

a meaningful biological concern, there should be an opportunity 

to consider expanding access. 

One area that I believe deserves additional consideration is the 

expansion of black bass opportunities for divers. If the available 

fisheries data supports additional harvest and the overall impact 
of spearfishing remains minimal, allowing divers greater 

opportunity to participate could be a reasonable extension of the 

science-based management approach Utah has already begun 

developing. 

I also believe it is important to consider the broader impact of 
these decisions. As someone from Colorado who regularly travels 

to Utah to participate in tournaments and recreational 
spearfishing, I have personally experienced the value Utah's 

fisheries provide to visiting anglers. Our community travels across 

state lines, spends money on lodging, food, fuel, equipment, 
tournaments, and other outdoor recreation activities. Expanding 

responsible spearfishing opportunities has the potential to benefit 
not only Utah's resident spearfishing community, but also the 

communities that depend on outdoor recreation and visiting 

anglers. 

More importantly, Utah has an opportunity to establish a 

management framework that could serve as an example for other 

states. Colorado and other states are watching how Utah 

approaches this issue. The willingness of DWR to collect 

information, evaluate participation and harvest, and reconsider 

regulations based on what the data actually shows is an 

important step toward responsible fisheries management. 

As President of a Colorado spearfishing club, I believe our 

community wants the same fundamental thing as every other 

group that enjoys Utah's fisheries: healthy fish populations, 
responsible harvest, and sustainable opportunities to enjoy the 

resource. 

We are not asking for unrestricted access without consideration 

for the resource. We are asking that the science and information 

that have been collected be given appropriate weight when 

determining where restrictions are actually necessary. 

The work Utah has undertaken over the last several years 

appears to provide an increasingly strong foundation for 

expanding opportunities where the biological evidence supports 

doing so. I encourage the Wildlife Board to continue building upon 

that work and to consider additional waters, expanded seasons, 



and opportunities such as increased black bass access for divers 

where the science supports those changes. 

Thank you for your time, your service, and your continued 

commitment to managing Utah's fisheries for current and future 

generations. 

Sincerely, 

Austin Rickard 

President, Colorado Spearfishing Club 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 8, 2026 3:12 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

As an avid and veteran spearfisherman with 20+ years, I travel to 

Utah, Wyoming, Nebraska, Dakota, New Mexico, Arkansas, and 

Colorado, to serve the community to control/clean up the 

undesired issues.  I highly encourage to get spearfishing 

community involved to aid to control the invasive fish species in 

any impacted water bodies.  This is one of most healthy solutions 

to reduce/eliminate the invasive fish species comparing to 

netting, fishing, poisoning, and other related.  For instance, the 

predator threats the native or desired species (e.g. lake trout 
after native cutthroat, pike after trout, catfish after crappies, 
etc..).  Spearfishing community could contribute that opportunity 

to manage the concern. 

It would be nice to consider to welcome the spearfishing 

community with their support for many purposes by including 

them in the fishing regulation equally with fishermen's community 

(e.g. tiger muskie, lake trout, crappie, and more in same water 

bodies). 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 8, 2026 4:16 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I'm requesting that the board please please continue to explore 

additional spearfishing opportunities!! I'm a relatively new 

spearfisher and have personally introduced 8 friends to the sport, 
we are all so excited on the opportunity. 

One challenge that we are constantly presented with is water 

visibility, there are few lakes that are legal to spearfish, but also 

have good enough visibility to be viable. Pineview and willard are 

examples where you can legally spearfish, but realistically you 

cannot as you can barely see your hand underwater most of the 

year. Right now, in the northern region with the algae growth it's 

hard to find anywhere to dive, you pretty much need to drive 

down to fish lake, lake powell or flaming gorge. 

That said, Jordanelle has 10-15 visibility right now and would be 

amazing to spearfish, even if it is species limited. 

Additionally, I've heard there is a lot of pressure on the cutthroat 
in bear lake from the lake trout, it would be very exciting to have 

the opportunity to spearfish lake trout in bear lake (even if size 

restricted. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THIS AWESOME AND GROWING SPORT!! 



Form Name: August/September 2026 RAC Feedback 
Submission Time: September 8, 2026 6:19 pm 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I strongly support expanding spearfishing opportunities in Utah. 
I've spent a lot of time in Utah's lakes and rivers spearfishing, and 

I've seen firsthand how spearfishing can be another useful tool for 

managing fish populations, especially invasive and overabundant 
species. 
I ask the Utah Wildlife Board to follow through with the DWR's 

assignment to study increased spearfishing opportunities and 

actually open more waters where it makes sense. I would 

especially like to see more opportunities for targeting carp and 

other overabundant species, as well as game fish in waters where 

their populations need to be managed. Spearfishers want to be 

part of the solution and help Utah's fisheries. 

Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

aquatic rule changes? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed rule changes? 

Please specify the rule. 

I strongly support expanding spearfishing opportunities in Utah. 
I've spent a lot of time in Utah's lakes spearfishing, and I've seen 

firsthand how spearfishing can be another useful tool for 

managing fish populations, especially invasive and overabundant 
species. 
I ask the Utah Wildlife Board to follow through with the DWR's 

assignment to study increased spearfishing opportunities and 

actually open more waters where it makes sense. I would 

especially like to see more opportunities for targeting carp and 

other overabundant species, as well as game fish in waters where 

their populations need to be managed. Spearfishers want to be 

part of the solution and help Utah's fisheries. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 



Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Dear Chairman Nielson and Members of the Board, 

This comment represents the position of the Utah Spearos 

(Formally organized as Utah Spearfishing and Freediving 

Association) representing 676 members. We along with the 

National Freshwater Spearfishing Association are the main groups 

who have been working collaboratively for spearfishing access in 

the State of Utah. 
 
Two years ago, the Wildlife Board created an action item directing 

the DWR to survey the spearfishing community to determine our 

impact on fish populations and look for places to open more 

waters. 

The survey is now complete, and the interpretation from the 

Aquatics Assistant Section Chief, Craig Walker, is that spearfishing 

harvest has a negligible impact on sportfish populations because: 
-Spearfishers represent only 1,000 out of 450,000 anglers. 
-The vast majority of spearing effort and success (59%) is focused 

on removing common carp. 
-The typical spearfishing trip is short (1.7 hours). This is likely 

limited by cold water and high physical exertion. 
We appreciate the DWR's hard work on this study and their 

data-driven willingness to analyze spear anglers. 

However, we need to address the proposed spring walleye 

regulations at Starvation Reservoir. Initially, traditional walleye 

anglers requested that spearfishers be entirely blocked from 

accessing Starvation during the spring spawn due to a 

misinformed perception that we are easily taking a large number 

of big walleye. This request was made before the spearfishing 

survey results were made public. The spearfishing community 

reacted negatively to this proposed ban especially after 

discovering that the DWR plans to mechanically cull 50 to 70 

large walleye from Starvation using nets and possibly electro 

devices to meet management goals. Our understanding is that 
none of these prime eating fish extracted by the DWR would end 

up on dinner tables. 

In the spirit of collaboration, our community worked with the DWR 

to craft a compromise. The compromise was presented by Trina 

Hendrick, DWR Sportfish Coordinator, and was approved by the 

Southeast and Northeast RACs, which were the only two RACs 

that had a chance to discuss it. Importantly the Northeast RAC 

where Starvation is geographically located passed the 

compromise unanimously. 

The compromise states, rather than being banned from 

spearfishing in Starvation for walleye during the spring, spear 



anglers would be able to take a limit of sub-15-inch 

walleye-something in direct alignment with management goals. 
Then, under a concept known as a Certificate of Registration 

(COR), spear anglers (and any anglers) would be permitted to 

assist via legal sporting methods to help achieve the specific 

number of large walleye the DWR needs taken out to meet 
management goals. 

While we would prefer to have the same treatment as any other 

anglers and avoid the bureaucracy of the COR, we agreed to this 

because compared to the original proposal, it allows us to hunt 
walleye in the spring when the water is clearer and boat traffic is 

lower. It also fulfills the State's constitutional mandate that public 

harvest is the preferred means of managing wildlife, and it aligns 

with the management plan for the reservoir that calls for culling 

small and a few large fish to help the lake meet management 
goals. 

We recognize we alone cannot meet the number of large walleye 

the DWR needs to remove but we like the idea of trying. The likely 

result is that we will get a few and along the way we will shoot a 

bunch of carp. Our hope is that in 2 years the DWR and traditional 
anglers will be more comfortable with our involvement and the 

final result will be the same number of fish being taken to meet 
management goals.   

With this in mind we ask the Board to: 

Approve the proposed compromise for spring walleye at 

Starvation, with the requirement to ensure a liberal/broad COR 

whereby all public angling interests have the ability to help meet 
the goal of 50-70 fish removed. 
Approve the proposed expansions of spearfishing in the Provo 

River Delta, Redmond Lake, Lake Powell, etc. 
Direct the DWR to continue the board's directive from the 2024 

regulation cycle to find common sense, science backed 

opportunities to expand spearfishing (proposal submitted 

separately). 

Thank you for your time, your service, and your dedication to 

managing Utah's wildlife based on sound science. 

Sincerely, 
SG, 
Utah Spearos Legislative Affairs Coordinator 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Somewhat disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Members of the Wildlife Board, 

I present public comment today as the President of the National 
Freshwater Spearfishing Association and as a lifelong Utah 

sportsman. The NFSA is the largest freshwater spearfishing 

organization in the country and coordinates tournaments reaching 

hundreds of spear anglers nationwide. 

Two years ago, this Board directed the DWR to study 

spearfishing's biological impact and look for opportunities to 

expand access across Utah. 

That study is now complete and the science supports opening 

more waters. 

To help the Board follow through on its original directive, we have 

prepared a motion-ready resolution. It asks the state to transition 

toward a common-sense "presumption of access." 

We respectfully submit this resolution and ask a member of the 

Board to sponsor and motion it during the meeting. 

Sincerely, Mike Livingston, President NFSA 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

Bear Lake Lake Trout, Conservation groups like Trout Unlimited 

are concerned about native Bear Lake cutthroat trout being 

preyed upon by lake trout. Why not open spearfishing for lake 

trout in Bear Lake to help protect native cutthroats? While 

spearfishing harvests are low the increased opportunity would 

drive more spearos to the lake with the ability to harvest carp and 

lake trout. Increased carp harvest has a direct impact on water 

quality. 

Keep opening opportunity to Spearos on all waters. Harvest is 

harvest and recreational opportunities should still be promoted. 
As a previous Utah resident more opportunity would continue to 

provide and incentive to come and spend more non resident 
dollars in the state. 

Leave spearfishing open on starvation and allow harvest of under 

14" fish. The total harvest of spearfishermen does not have a 

population impact on the larger fish. Closing the waters to 

spearos is a targeted attack not backed by science. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I love the outdoors, I fish Rod and Reel as well as Spearfish. I tend 

to do more spearfishing because I enjoy getting in the water and 

seeing what lives beneath the surface! 

I would love it if you considered opening more waters to 

Spearfishing. 

Would you consider opening Sand Hollow to spearing bass? The 

DWR recently increased limits and the bass anglers recognize the 

need to thin the population. Spearos would be able to help! 

Another lake, Gunlock recently had increases in crappie limits. 
Spearos could also partake. 

I would absolutely LOVE Bear Lake being opened and being allow 

to take Lake Trout. Fomr what I hear, Conservation groups like 

Trout Unlimited are concerned about native Bear Lake cutthroat 
trout being preyed upon by lake trout. Why not open spearfishing 

for lake trout in Bear Lake to help protect native cutthroats? 

On that note, opening more trout lakes would be beneficial as 

well. Almost every spearo will tell you trout are hard to get. The 

survey showed that even expert spearos hardly get any. Opening 

more waters spreads out pressure. 

I know our community isn't as numerous as Rod and Reel Anglers, 
but we are passionate about our method of take. 99% of us are 

responsible, conservation minded, and very selective on what we 

harvest. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

The survey on spearfishing shows its impact on fish populations is 

negligible, and I would urge the Board to follow through on its 

2024 directive to identify additional waters that could be opened 

to spearfishing. 
I am an intermediate spearfisherman as well as a traditional 
angler, and I can tell you firsthand how challenging spearfishing 

is. It requires putting on a wetsuit, swimming, holding your 

breath, locating fish underwater, and then getting close enough to 

make an ethical shot. It is not for the faint of heart. Most would-be 

spearfishermen will find it much more difficult than they expect, 
but successfully taking a fish can also be extremely rewarding. 
Furthermore, the species most likely to be taken is carp, which I 
think we can all agree is a benefit. 
Overall, I would like to see more Utah waters opened to 

spearfishing. I live in Utah County, and it is difficult to understand 

why Jordanelle Reservoir remains closed to the sport. Deer Creek 

is already one of the most heavily spearfished reservoirs in the 

state, and opening Jordanelle would provide another nearby 

opportunity while also helping relieve some of the pressure on 

Deer Creek. Given the survey results and the limited impact 
spearfishing has on fish populations, I hope the Board will move 

forward with expanding spearfishing opportunities in Utah. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

changes to the elk management 

plan? 

Somewhat disagree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed changes to the elk 

management plan? 

I feel like the multi season would need to at least have a cap on 

the tags.  I worry about overcrowding due to people hunting all 
seasons especially if there is no cap on rifle seasons.  I heard an 

idea of only choosing 2 seasons.  While it might be difficult to 

implement I would think you could make an option for you to 

choose what you want and then it is printed on your tag.  Another 

option is making the multi season a draw but just make it so it has 

no wait period.  
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

My hope is that the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources will grant 
spearfisheres are awarded the same sporting opportunities and all 
other anglers in all bodies of water here in this great state of 
Utah. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I have done rod and reel fishing in the past and have been looking 

into spearfishing. I can see how spearfishing could help the fish 

population where needs be. 
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Which best describes your 

position regarding the proposed 

fishing regulations? 

Strongly agree 

Do you have any comments about 

the proposed fishing regulations? 

I've seen a lot of benefits for the lakes that are currently open to 

spearfishing. For example where carp are not wanted at lakes, 
spear fishermen purposefully target those species and can easily 

identify a fish before shooting it. By identifying the fish before it's 

taken, that can help preserve the fish we want to keep in lakes. 
Whereas not knowing what a fish is when you catch it by rod and 

reel and release it, you don't know if it survives or not.(I'm all for 

rod and reel) but just trying to show perspective for 

spearfishermen. I think it could be very beneficial to open more 

lakes for spearfishermen to spearfish trout species at lakes where 

the trout limit is increasing, trout are a very difficult fish to 

spearfish, but very fun to get. That would help getting more 

spearfishermen into those lakes that do need to lower the 

population of certain fish. 
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