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Utah Wildlife Board Meeting

Meeting agenda | Aug. 20, 2026 at 9 a.m.

Eccles Wildlife Education Center, 1157 S. Waterfowl Way, Farmington, Utah

WATCH THE LIVESTREAM (p)

Approval of agenda — Gary Nielson, Chair ACTION

Drought Permit Request — Mike Wardle, Big Game Coordinator ACTION

Bison Hunts — Rusty Robinson, Once-in-a-lifetime Coordinator ACTION

Wildfire Relief relating to Hunting Permits — Lindy Varney,

. . . . INFORMATIONAL
Admin. Services Assistant Chief

Other business — Gary Nielson, Chair CONTINGENT

Board Members in attendance Electronically:
Gary Nielson - Chair

Paula Richmond - Vice Chair

Justin Oliver

Ryan Foutz

Christopher Robinson

Kent Johnson

Bob Christensen


https://www.youtube.com/live/hsicU6Y4-AM
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TO: Utah Wildlife Board

FROM: Mike Wardle, Big Game Program Coordinator
DATE: Aug. 13,2026

SUBJECT: Additional antlerless elk permits due to drought

After consulting with land-management agencies, private landowners and others, the Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources recommends that the Utah Wildlife Board approve 450 additional antlerless elk
permits on the following units for the 2026 big game season:

Southern Region
® Panguitch Lake

Mt Dutton
e Monroe
e Fishlake
e Boulder

Northeastern Region
e North Slope, Three Corners

Central Region
e Nebo
o Wasatch

Ongoing drought conditions have reduced forage availability on these units. Issuing additional
antlerless permits will help redistribute elk and reduce pressure on limited forage resources. If
approved, these permits will be distributed to hunters through an alternate draw list generated for each
individual hunt. Please see the attached table for the recommended permit numbers, season dates and
associated hunt numbers.
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2026 Additional Antlerless Permits

Panguitch Lake 25 EA1069 11/21/26-11/29/26 ALW
Panguitch Lake 55 EA1284 10/28/26-11/5/26 MZ 1300 1000-1500
Panguitch Lake 25 EA1285 12/12/26-12/20/26 ALW
Mt Dutton, North 80 EA1291 12/19/26-1/10/27 ALW
Mt Dutton, North 80 EA1292 11/21/26-12/6/26 ALW 1600 1500-2000
Monroe 60 EA1286 10/3/26-10/15/26 ALW 1200 1000-1400
Fishlake 270 EA1078 10/3/26-10/15/26 ALW
Fishlake East 65 EA1079 11/21/26-12/30/26 ALW 5200 5000-5900
Fishlake West 60 EA1080 11/21/26-12/30/26 ALW
Boulder East 50 EA1075 11/21/26-12/31/26 ALW
Boulder West 50 EA1076 11/21/26-12/31/26 ALW 1400 1200-1700
Total
Northeastern Region
Unit Recommended Original Hunt # Dates Weapon 2025 Objective
Additional Permits Permits Population
Estimate
15 25 EA1293 10/3/26-10/16/26 ALW
orth Blope, Threa 15 25 EA1277 | 11/21/26-11/29/26 ALW 825 700
15 25 EA1273 12/19/26-1/03/27 ALW
Total 45
Central Region
Unit Recommended Original Hunt # Dates Weapon 2025 Objective
Additional Permits Permits Population
Estimate
20 280 EA1021 10/3/26-10/15/26 ALW
Nebo 25 325 EA1208 11/14/26-1/31/27 ALW 2750 2200
25 325 EA2016 8/1/26-1/31/27 ALW
15 45 EA1110 11/14/26-1/31/27 ALW
30 425 EA1189 10/31/26-11/8/26 MZ
15 45 EA1299 11/21/26-11/29/26 ALW
Wasatch, West 15 45 EA1300 1/23/27-1/31/27 ALW 3800 3400
10 35 EA1111 11/14/26-12/13/26 ALW
15 55 EA1112 12/19/26-1/31/27 ALW
10 25 EA1114 11/14/26-1/31/27 ALW
Total 180
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Utah Wildlife Board

FROM: Rusty Robinson, Once-in-a-lifetime Species Coordinator

DATE: Aug. 14, 2026

SUBJECT: Emergency Changes to Book Cliffs Bison Hunt Structure and Hunter Accommodations

The Book Cliffs, Bitter Creek bison population experienced a significant pneumonia related die-off from the
end of July through the first week of August that resulted in approximately a 40% reduction in the adult
population. After performing thorough surveys of the remaining population, the DWR requests the Wildlife
Board’s review and approval of the following recommended changes for bison hunter accommodations and

hunt structure in the Book Cliffs, Bitter Creek bison unit:

Hunters Choice Archery Hunt
BI6532 (Aug 15 2026 - Sept 11 2026; 6 permits)
® Season is underway
e All hunters notified
e No additional recommendations
Hunter’s Choice Any Legal Weapon Hunts
BI6534 (Sept. 12 — Sept. 20, 2026; 11 permits)
BI6535 (Oct. 3 - Oct. 15, 2026; 8 permits)
e  Waive 30-day surrender requirement and provide hunters a choice (retain or surrender permit)
If surrendered:
e Bonus points will be reinstated, plus receive one additional point for the current year
® Receive a refund minus the $25 processing fee
® The once-in-a-lifetime waiting period will be waived
Cow Only (ALW) Hunt
BI6536 (Nov 14 2026 - Nov 29 2026; 15 permits)
e Cancel the hunt for 2026 and 2027
e Bonus points will be reinstated, plus receive one additional point for the current year
® Receive a full refund

® The once-in-a-lifetime waiting period will be waived
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Given the proximity to bison population in Book Cliffs, Little Creek South (Roadless) unit, The Division will

continue to monitor bison in the Book Cliffs, Little Creek/South unit for indications of disease spread and:

e request the ability to make similar adjustments and accommodations for hunters on that unit if

necessary (although not anticipated). This would allow a more timely response as hunts are ongoing

through January.
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