UTAH FURBEARER

HARVEST REPORT
1999-2000 to 2004-2005

Publication No. 05-30

Iﬂ STATE OF UTAH
)| NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Wildlife Resources






Utah Furbearer

Harvest Report
1999-2000 to 2004-2005

Prepared by:

Heather Hill
Wildlife Biologist

and

Kevin Bunnell
Mammals Program Coordinator

Publication No. 05-30

Annual Performance Report for Federal Aid Project W-150-R-9 and 10
Annual Performance Report for Federal Aid Project W-65-M-50, 51, 52, and 53

State of Utah
Department of Natural Resources
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES

John Kimball
Director, 1999-2001

Kevin Conway
Director, 2002-2004

Miles Moretti
Acting Director, 2004-2005

James F. Karpowitz
Director, 2005






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Utah Furbearer Management UNIES ..........ccoiiiiiiieiieiie ettt et te et siee st et e sete et esmte e st e sneeaseesneeeseesnneenneas i
DIETINITIONS ..ttt ettt et a e bt ea e b e ea e eb e et sh b e bt eh s e e bt eat e bt ea bt eb e e et eb e e bt eh b e st e eetesbeenbeebeenbeebtenteane ii
IIEEOAUCTION ettt et h e et e s a e et e bt e e bt e sh et em bt e s bt e eab e e bt e sateenb e e e mbeebeesmbeenbeesebeenaeens 1
IMETROMS ..ttt eh e bttt b e bt b e e e et h e e et bt et e h et b e e bt eh b st e et e bt st sbe et sbtenteene 1
RESUILS .ttt ettt eh et et b et e bt et eb e et e h e e bt eh b e bt et e bt e bt eh b e bt eatenbeen b e ehe e beebtenteene 2
HATVESE DY SPECIES ...iiuiieieii ittt ettt et e bt a e et e s ht et e s et e et esb bt e bt e ebteebeeesteenbeenateenbeeseee 10
27 14 ) USSR 11
BEAVET ..ttt et e h et b ettt be e ettt sttt s enbee e en 19
27070 o7 SRS 27
COYOLE ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt ettt e sttt e e st te e ea bt e e et b e e eab bt e e st e e s s bt e e aabae e ea bt e e e bt e e e bttt e eabeeeanbaeeeabaeeeabees 41
GTAY FOX ittt ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e ettt e e abe e e abeeeeabeeeastaaeessbeeasssaesasseesansaeeensseeansseeanaeeeasseeeanssaeensseeennres 49
Kt FOX ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt et et et et e e et et e et e e s teeseenbe et s et e e n s e st eas e st ens e Rt enbeestenseeneenteeneenseententeenseeneennens 57
REA FOX ettt h et e h et e h et a b e s bt et e e bt e s e sh e et e e bt ea e ehe et e it e bt e ate bt eate 64
A 2 4 1<) RO OO STRPRRTPUPPR 72
IMIITIK ettt et b et h et h et bt et eh et a e bt ettt e st e bt st she et e bt e bt eatenaeeaten 73
IMIUSKTAE .ttt ettt ettt et b et sh e a e eb et e et e bt eat e e bt e a e e ebeea bt sh e en b e e bt en bt ehe et e e bt e b e eatenbeenten 79
RACCOOM ..ttt et e sttt e st e e e a et e s bt e ettt e sabee e s bt e e sbeeeeanee 87
T USSR 95
SKUNK <.ttt ettt ettt et e e bt et e e e bt ea e e e bt emteebeea b e eb e e st ene e bt easeebeeneenbeenbeabeentenneens 103



Y
‘HMHN ll
\ il

i
I ;

‘
L HHHH\H”““”"
H e

nulHIHHI\‘IHlHI\H b unm

””” A

| ; b A

Great Basin # h j !. Basin
]

Al

, ;

| _ H\\ 3 \}
!
/ \Hnmmuuum\ !

L

|
- ‘

1z
g
|
|
|
\ \
|
i
|

Figure 1. Utah furbearer management units.




DEFINITIONS

Trap year: Year during which a particular trapping season ended. For example, for simplification in figures, trap
year 2000 corresponds to the 1999-2000 furbearer season as outlined in the 1999-2000 Furbearer
Proclamation.

Total trappers: Number of furbearer license holders who trapped furbearers during a particular trap year.
License holders who took furbearers by means other than trapping, including shooting or with the aid of dogs,
are included in this figure, unless specified otherwise.

Total harvest: Number of furbearers of a particular species taken by means of trapping and hunting by furbearer
license holders. This figure does not include harvest of unprotected wildlife, such as coyote, muskrat, red fox,
raccoon, or striped skunk, by persons who did not purchase a furbearer license, nor does it include harvest of
furbearers taken for creating a nuisance or causing damage.

Total set-days: Number of traps set during the furbearer season for the trapping of a particular species, multiplied
by the number of days these traps were in the field. This figure pertains only to trapping, and does not include
days afield by furbearer hunters or pursuers.

Pelt price: Average price paid for pelts of a specific furbearer species harvested in Utah, obtained mainly from a
summary of the prices bid at the Utah Trappers Association fur auction, as well as prices from a survey of
registered furdealers buying pelts harvested in Utah.

Wildlife Services harvest (coyote only): Number of coyotes killed by USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services in a

particular year. Wildlife Services yearly harvest summaries apply to their fiscal year, which begins October 1
and ends September 30, although most harvest takes place during the spring.

il



INTRODUCTION

The furbearer harvest report presents furbearer harvest and trapper/hunter effort trends across the state of Utah,
based on data collected from furbearer trappers and hunters. This report represents the furbearer portion of the
Annual Performance Reports for Federal Aid project W-150-R, segments 9 and 10, grant agreement periods July 1,
1999 through June 30, 2000, and July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001, respectively, and Federal Aid Project W-65-
M, segments 50, 51, 52, and 53, grant agreement periods October 1, 2001 through December 31, 2002, January 1,
2003 through September 30, 2003, October 1, 2003 through September 30, 2004, and October 1, 2004 through
September 30, 2005, respectively. These Federal Aid projects cover trapping seasons 1999-2000, 2000-2001,
2001-2002, 2002-2003, 2003-2004, and 2004-2005. In addition, this report presents statewide trends since the
early 1980s and population trend indicators for bobcats as well as estimated economic value of Utah’s furbearer
harvest each year. Furbearer harvest and trapper/hunter effort may be more driven by pelt price than by
availability, so annual fur harvest should not be used as the sole means to assume/project population sizes.

Bag Limits and Season Dates

Furbearers include badger, beaver, bobcat, gray fox, red fox, mink, marten, ringtail, spotted skunk, and weasel, and
a furbearer license is required to harvest any of these species, during the specified harvest season (Table 1). An
additional permit is required to harvest bobcat or marten. Coyote, muskrat, red fox, raccoon, and striped skunk are
not under the jurisdiction of the Division, and/or are unprotected. These species may be taken year-round without
a license; therefore, results presented in this report do not include harvest by persons who did not purchase a
furbearer license. It is prohibited to take black-footed ferret, fisher, lynx, otter, wolf, and wolverine. There are no
bag limits for furbearers, except bobcats (Table 1).

Table 1. Bag limits and season dates for furbearer harvest, 1999-2000 through 2004-2005.

Season Dates

Bobcat Coyote, Red Fox,
Possession Muskrat, Raccoon,

Badger, Kit Fox, Gray
Fox, Ringtail, Spotted

Season Limits Striped Skunk Skunk, Weasel Beaver and Mink Bobcat Marten
1999-00 7 Year-round 10/14/99 to 2/17/00 10/14/99 t0 4/20/00  11/23/99t0 2/17/00  11/23/99 to 2/17/00
2000-01 8 Year-round 10/14/00 to 2/18/01 10/14/00 to 4/22/01  11/22/00 to 2/18/01  10/14/00 to 2/18/01
2001-02 8 Year-round 10/13/01 to 2/17/02 10/13/01 t0 4/21/02  11/21/01 t0 2/17/02  10/13/01 to 2/17/02
2002-03 8 Year-round 10/12/02 to 2/16/03 10/12/02 t0 4/20/03  11/20/02 t0 2/16/03  10/12/02 to 2/16/03
2003-04 6 Year-round 10/11/03 to 2/15/04 10/11/03 t0 4/19/04  11/19/03 t0 2/15/04  10/11/03 to 2/15/04
2004-05 6 Year-round 10/09/04 to 2/13/05 10/09/04 to 4/17/05  11/17/04 t0 2/13/05  10/09/04 to 2/13/05

METHODS

Furbearer Harvest Questionnaire

Furbearer harvest questionnaires were mailed to all furbearer license holders at the end of each trapping season,
and values derived from these questionnaires were corrected to an 100% response rate. The greater the response
rate, the greater the accuracy of these projections. Additionally, the accuracy of this questionnaire was based on
the following assumptions: (1) the returned questionnaire sample was a random sample, i.e. there was no response
bias by those who harvested successfully versus those who did not, (2) respondents recorded or remembered data
accurately, and did not guess or lie, and (3) respondents clearly understood the questionnaire.

Projection factors were determined by dividing the total number of furbearer licensees for that trap year by the
number of usable questionnaire responses, and a single projection factor was used for all species. It was required
by proclamation that the pelts of all bobcats and marten harvested in Utah be brought to a Division office or officer



to have a permanent tag attached and to surrender the lower jaw. Bobcat and marten harvest data presented in this
report, such as county of kill and sex of harvest, were collected at this time; therefore, this information is not
projected. Additional information on bobcat harvest, such as method of take, number of sets, and number of days,
was ascertained from the mail questionnaire and multiplied by the projection factor. This information is not
presented for marten harvest, due to the very small sample size obtained from the mail questionnaire for this
species.

Bobcat Age Determination and Other Data Methods

To determine age structure of the bobcat harvest, a canine tooth from each bobcat jaw was sectioned, and
cementum annuli counted, by Matson’s Lab in Milltown, Montana. Survival rates were estimated using the
Chapman-Robson estimator. Pelt prices were obtained mainly from a summary of the prices bid at the Utah
Trappers Association fur auction, as well as from a survey of registered furdealers buying pelts harvested in Utah.
No data has been screened or removed, such as harvest reported for species in counties where their presence is
unlikely.

RESULTS
License Sales and Questionnaire Returns
Furbearer license sales in 2004-2005 were at their highest since 1982 (Table 2). However, questionnaire returns
during the last six years have all been below the average number of questionnaire returns since 1982 (45.6%).

During 2004-2005, 18% furbearer license holders reported that they did not attempt to harvest a furbearer during
the season, which is slightly higher than the average of 16%.

Table 2. Summary of furbearer license sales and questionnaire returns, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.

Trap Furbearer Licenses Sold Questionnaires Returned Projection Percent License
Year Resident Nonresident Total Total Percent Factor Holders Not Afield
1982-1983 - - 1,325 664 50.1% - -
1983-1984 - - 1,367 616 45.1% - -
1984-1985 - - 1,491 806 54.1% - -
1985-1986 - - 1,424 680 47.8% - -
1986-1987 - - 1,342 585 43.6% - -
1987-1988 - - 1,576 731 46.4% - -
1988-1989 - - 1,318 721 54.7% - -
1989-1990 - - 1,084 597 55.1% - -
1990-1991 - - 949 513 56.0% - 30%
1991-1992 - - 1,210 689 56.9% - 2%
1992-1993 - - 1,426 857 60.1% - 16%
1993-1994 - - 1,315 - - - -
1994-1995 - - 1,287 585 45.5% - 7%
1995-1996 - - 1,240 683 55.1% - 21%
1996-1997 - - 1,131 606 53.6% - 25%
1997-1998 - - 1,190 498 41.0% - 20%
1998-1999 - - 1,191 395 33.0% - 20%
1999-2000 1,172 39 1,211 458 37.8% 2.644105 12%
2000-2001 1,204 20 1,224 420 34.3% 2.914286 12%
2001-2002 956 21 977 302 30.9% 3.235099 12%
2002-2003 1,409 40 1,449 514 35.5% 2.819066 16%
2003-2004 1,729 47 1,776 597 33.6% 2.974874 17%
2004-2005 1,830 65 1,895 615 32.5% 3.081301 18%
Average 1,383 39 1,322 597 45.6% 2.944789 16%




Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected furbearer harvest declined each year between 1998-1999 and 2002-2003 and increased in 2003-2004 and
2004-2005 (Table 3). However, muskrat harvest contributed the most to the furbearer harvest, some years more
than one half, so by excluding muskrats, projected furbearer harvest during the last ten years has tended to
increase.

Table 3. Projected furbearer trapper harvest by species, 1995-1996 through 2004-2005.

Furbearer Year Trapping Season Ended Average
Species 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 1996-2005

Badger 276 222 271 318 433 450 275 541 453 432 367
Beaver 1,530 1,299 2,896 2,950 1,830 1,992 1,689 1,720 1,781 2,664 2,035
Bobcat 896 866 1,234 2,092 1,430 2,008 1,866 2,176 2,027 1,954 1,655
Coyote 4372 4,017 3,228 4,337 3,510 4,966 4,354 5,446 6,660 7,173 4,806
Gray Fox 828 367 389 870 925 1,159 1,326 1,942 1,749 942 1,050
Kit Fox 218 162 96 168 183 161 171 302 638 259 236
Red Fox 4,115 4,274 3,744 5,600 4,900 5,330 3,192 4,399 4,639 4,674 4,487
Marten 0 2 0 6 0 6 22 5 0 0 4
Mink 529 269 337 345 419 468 284 268 673 317 391
Muskrat 26,260 23,371 26907 21,895 21,086 10,376 14,979 6,334 10,777 15,016 17,700
Raccoon 2,914 4,228 4,989 7,765 5,317 5,678 3,785 4,001 5,634 6,405 5,072
Ringtail 136 46 57 138 101 118 101 115 96 127 104
Skunk 1,753 1,726 2,890 3,227 2,730 3,857 1,798 1,732 2,305 4,264 2,628
Weasel 299 13 28 33 66 155 13 3 58 85 75
Total 44,126 40,862 47,066 49,744 42930 36,724 33,855 28984 37490 44312 40,609
Total Minus
Muskrat 17,866 17,491 20,159 27,849 21,844 26,348 18876 22,650 26,713 29,296 22,909

1999-2000 Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected harvest for 1999-2000 was 42,930 furbearers (Table 4). This was down from the previous year’s 49,744
furbearers. Projected harvest of badger, gray fox, kit fox, mink, and weasel were all higher than the previous
year’s harvest, while projected harvest of beaver, bobcat (actual harvest), coyote, red fox, marten, muskrat,
raccoon, ringtail, and skunk were lower. Trapper pressure (set-days per furbearer) was higher in 1999-2000 than
the previous year for coyote, red fox, muskrat, raccoon, and skunk, and lower than the previous year for badger,
beaver, bobcat, gray fox, kit fox, mink, ringtail, and weasel.



Table 4. Summary of furbearer harvest statistics, 1999-2000.

Furbearer Projected Projected Projected Furbearer Set-days per Furbearer per Pelt

Species Trappers Harvest Set-days per Trapper Furbearer 1,000 Set-days Price
Badger 177 433 27,896 245 64.42 15.52 $13.04
Beaver 185 1,830 23,342 9.89 12.76 78.40 $10.98
Bobcat 828 1,430 238,152 1.73 166.54 6.00 $82.64
Coyote 473 3,510 221,078 7.42 62.99 15.88 $19.14
Gray Fox 140 925 54,044 6.61 58.43 17.12 $6.62
Kit Fox 66 183 20,890 2.77 114.15 8.76 $2.90
Red Fox 420 4,900 216,141 11.67 44.11 2267 $14.19
Marten 5 0 - - - - -
Mink 6l 419 14,408 6.87 34.39 29.08 $6.07
Muskrat 151 21,086 137,152 139.64 6.50 153.74 $1.00
Raccoon 349 5,317 178,583 1523 33.59 29.71 $5.67
Ringtail 6l 101 9,432 1.66 93.39 10.71 $7.03
Skunk 188 2,730 52,166 14.52 19.11 52.33 $8.50
Weasel 34 66 1,058 1.94 16.03 62.38 --
Total 1,071* 42,930 1,194,342 -- -- -- --

*Projected furbearer permit holders afield during the trapping season.

2000-2001 Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected harvest for 2000-2001 was 36,724 furbearers (Table 5). This was down from the previous year’s 42,930
furbearers. However, projected harvest for all species, except kit fox and muskrat, were higher than the previous
year. Trapper pressure (set-days per furbearer) was higher in 2000-2001 than the previous year for all furbearer
species, except coyote and raccoon.

Table 5. Summary of furbearer harvest statistics, 2000-2001.

Furbearer Projected Projected Projected Furbearer Set-days per Furbearer per Pelt

Species Trappers Harvest Set-days per Trapper Furbearer 1,000 Set-days Price
Badger 189 450 65,997 2.38 146.66 6.82 $17.18
Beaver 170 1,992 36,406 11.72 18.28 54.72 $10.32
Bobcat 852 2,008 399,609 2.36 199.01 5.02 $93.56
Coyote 456 4,966 286,619 10.89 57.72 1733 $14.39
Gray Fox 187 1,159 117,117 6.20 101.05 9.90 $8.00
Kit Fox 51 161 36,574 3.16 227.17 4.40 $6.13
Red Fox 375 5,330 279,449 14.21 5243 19.07 $16.92
Marten - 6 - - - - -
Mink 51 468 6,875 9.18 14.69 68.07 $4.92
Muskrat 108 10,376 148,608 96.07 14.32 69.82 $1.58
Raccoon 327 5,678 162,999 17.36 2871 34.83 $5.16
Ringtail 51 118 22,886 2.31 193.95 5.16 $6.00
Skunk 220 3,857 113,545 17.53 29.44 33.97 $8.69
Weasel 36 155 5,288 4.31 34.12 29.31 $8.50
Total 1,072* 36,724 1,681,972 -- -- -- --

*Projected furbearer permit holders afield during the trapping season.



2001-2002 Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected harvest for 2001-2002 was 33,855 furbearers (Table 6). This was down from the previous year’s 36,724
furbearers. Projected harvest for all furbearer species, except gray fox, kit fox, marten (actual harvest), and
muskrat, were lower than the previous year. Trapper pressure (set-days per furbearer) was higher in 2001-2002
than the previous year for all furbearer species, except beaver, bobcat, gray fox, and muskrat.

Table 6. Summary of furbearer harvest statistics, 2001-2002.

Furbearer Projected Projected Projected Furbearer Set-days per Furbearer per Pelt
Species Trappers Harvest Set-days per Trapper Furbearer 1,000 Set-days Price
Badger 137 275 79,151 2.01 287.82 347 $15.60
Beaver 143 1,689 26,199 11.81 15.51 64.47 $10.85
Bobcat 666 1,866 342,678 2.80 183.64 545 $147.66
Coyote 399 4,354 299,757 10.91 68.85 14.53 $16.17
Gray Fox 154 1,326 129,687 8.61 97.80 10.22 $11.58
Kit Fox 52 171 39,215 3.29 22933 4.36 $10.72
Red Fox 379 3,192 188,572 842 59.08 16.93 $24.48
Marten 11 22 - - - - -
Mink 30 284 15,076 9.47 53.08 18.84 $5.20
Muskrat 115 14,979 178,362 130.25 11.91 83.98 $2.60
Raccoon 321 3,785 121,253 11.79 32.04 31.22 $8.04
Ringtail 40 101 23,803 2.53 235.67 424 $10.29
Skunk 214 1,798 100,936 8.40 56.14 17.81 $6.79
Weasel 6 13 - 2.17 -- -- --
Total 864* 33,855 1,544,689 -- -- -- --

*Projected furbearer permit holders afield during the trapping season.

2002-2003 Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected harvest for 2002-2003 was 28,984 furbearers (Table 7). This was down from the previous year’s 33,855
furbearers. Projected harvest for all furbearer species, except marten (actual harvest), mink, muskrat, skunk, and
weasel, were higher than the previous year. Trapper pressure (set-days per furbearer) was higher in 2001-2002
than the previous year for all furbearer species, except badger, kit fox, mink, muskrat, raccoon, ringtail, skunk, and

weasel.



Table 7. Summary of furbearer harvest statistics, 2002-2003.

Furbearer Projected Projected Projected Furbearer Set-days per Furbearer per Pelt
Species Trappers Harvest Set-days per Trapper Furbearer 1,000 Set-days Price
Badger 234 541 89,476 2.31 165.39 6.05 $13.73
Beaver 175 1,720 84,755 9.83 49.28 20.29 $9.47
Bobcat 984 2,176 593,692 221 272.84 3.67 $270.33
Coyote 572 5,446 411,778 9.52 75.61 13.23 $32.62
Gray Fox 299 1,942 225,810 6.49 116.28 8.60 $12.47
Kit Fox 90 302 66,826 3.36 221.28 4.52 $5.44
Red Fox 482 4,399 335,863 9.13 76.35 13.10 $28.19
Marten 12 5 - - - - -
Mink 59 268 4,481 4.54 16.72 59.81 $2.07
Muskrat 135 6,334 55,261 46.92 872 114.62 $1.59
Raccoon 378 4,001 104,282 10.58 26.06 3837 $5.62
Ringtail 56 115 54,456 2.05 473.53 2.11 $5.20
Skunk 237 1,732 72,927 731 4211 23.75 $4.24
Weasel 6 3 118 0.50 39.33 2542 $4.76
Total 1,212* 28,984 2,099,725 -- -- -- --

*Projected furbearer permit holders afield during the trapping season.

2003-2004 Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected harvest for 2003-2004 was 37,490 furbearers (Table 8). This was up from the previous year’s 28,984
furbearers. Projected harvest of beaver, coyote, kit fox, red fox, mink, muskrat, raccoon, skunk, and weasel were
all higher than the previous year’s harvest, while projected harvest of badger, bobcat (actual harvest), gray fox,
marten, and ringtail were lower. Trapper pressure (set-days per furbearer) was higher in 2003-2004 than the
previous year for all furbearer species except kit fox, red fox, and ringtail.

Table 8. Summary of furbearer harvest statistics, 2003-2004.

Furbearer Projected Projected Projected Furbearer Set-days per Furbearer per Pelt
Species Trappers Harvest Set-days per Trapper Furbearer 1,000 Set-days Price
Badger 223 453 154,343 2.03 340.71 2.94 $18.72
Beaver 232 1,781 97,791 7.68 54.91 1821 $14.10
Bobcat 1,133 2,027 701,383 1.79 346.02 2.89 $203.17
Coyote 699 6,660 607,414 9.53 91.20 10.96 $25.74
Gray Fox 265 1,749 223,814 6.60 127.97 7.81 $10.84
Kit Fox 83 638 61,572 7.69 96.51 10.36 $5.38
Red Fox 568 4,639 329,026 817 70.93 14.10 $18.07
Marten 18 0 - - - - -
Mink 59 673 49,004 1141 72.81 13.73 $8.00
Muskrat 176 10,777 139,915 61.23 12.98 71.03 $1.57
Raccoon 434 5,634 210,607 12.98 37.38 26.75 $10.63
Ringtail 42 96 21,380 2.29 222.71 4.49 $6.83
Skunk 295 2,305 119,328 7.81 51.77 19.32 $10.00
Weasel 18 58 4,215 3.22 72.67 13.76 --
Total 1,476* 37,490 2,719,792 -- -- -- --

*Projected furbearer permit holders afield during the trapping season.



2004-2005 Furbearer Harvest Statistics

Projected harvest for 2004-2005 was 44,312 furbearers (Table 9). This was up from the previous year’s 37,490
furbearers. Projected harvest of beaver, coyote, red fox, muskrat, raccoon, ringtail, skunk, and weasel were all
higher than the previous year’s harvest, while projected harvest of badger, bobcat (actual harvest), gray fox, kit
fox, and mink were lower. Trapper pressure (set-days per furbearer) was lower in 2004-2005 than the previous
year for all furbearer species except kit fox, red fox, and muskrat.

Table 9. Summary of furbearer harvest statistics, 2004-2005.

Furbearer Projected Projected Projected Furbearer Set-days per Furbearer per Pelt
Species Trappers Harvest Set-days per Trapper Furbearer 1,000 Set-days Price
Badger 203 432 79,629 2.13 184.33 5.43 $13.66
Beaver 200 2,664 65,401 13.32 24.55 40.73 $13.91
Bobcat 1,300 1,954 462,019 1.50 236.45 423 $221.65
Coyote 699 7,173 561,144 10.26 78.23 12.78 $20.10
Gray Fox 203 942 94,102 4.64 99.90 10.01 $13.81
Kit Fox 89 259 49,454 291 190.94 5.24 $8.98
Red Fox 545 4,674 479,042 8.58 102.49 9.76 $18.86
Marten 12 0 -- -- -- - -
Mink 68 317 11,540 4.66 36.40 27.47 $8.98
Muskrat 151 15,016 282,593 99.44 18.82 53.14 $1.57
Raccoon 391 6,405 225,776 16.38 35.25 28.37 $6.54
Ringtail 59 127 20,966 2.15 165.09 6.06 $11.12
Skunk 280 4,264 148,611 15.23 34.85 28.69 $4.64
Weasel 25 85 1,935 3.40 22.76 43.93 $2.90
Total 1,554* 44,312 2,482,212 -- -- -- --

*Projected furbearer permit holders afield during the trapping season.

Pelt Price and Economic Value

The projected economic value of Utah’s furbearer harvest during the past three years has reached a level not seen
since the early 1980’s (Figures 2 & 3). This is primarily because of the increase in bobcat pelt revenue due to
increasing pelt price. Table 10 summarizes projected economic value of Utah’s furharvest by species from 1982-
83 through 2004-05.
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HARVEST BY SPECIES
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Badger harvest in Utah, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.

BADGER

Trap Projected  Projected Projected Badger per Set-days per Badger per Pelt

Year Trappers Harvest Set-days Trapper Badger 1000 Set-days Price
1982-1983 250 725 85,622 2.90 118.10 8.47 $8.20
1983-1984 188 560 118,858 2.98 212.25 4.71 $8.56
1984-1985 225 670 152,179 2.98 227.13 4.40 $10.14
1985-1986 194 496 90,234 2.56 181.92 5.50 $3.96
1986-1987 198 424 62,035 2.14 146.31 6.83 $7.64
1987-1988 212 459 38,624 2.17 84.15 11.88 $6.04
1988-1989 204 417 38,836 2.04 93.13 10.74 $4.66
1989-1990 207 366 29,175 1.77 79.71 12.54 $4.78
1990-1991 81 172 8,636 2.12 50.21 19.92 $7.27
1991-1992 134 237 16,863 1.77 71.15 14.05 $8.50
1992-1993 148 232 17,631 1.57 76.00 13.16 $9.95
1993-1994 143 238 44,779 1.66 188.15 5.31 $7.18
1994-1995 182 327 25,082 1.80 76.70 13.04 $13.93
1995-1996 133 276 12,869 2.08 46.63 21.45 $10.52
1996-1997 118 222 11,897 1.88 53.59 18.66 $13.01
1997-1998 98 271 22,378 2.71 82.58 12.11 $6.59
1998-1999 135 318 37,220 2.36 117.04 8.54 $16.96
1999-2000 177 433 27,896 2.45 64.42 15.52 $13.04
2000-2001 189 450 65,997 2.38 146.66 6.82 $17.18
2001-2002 137 275 79,151 2.01 287.82 3.47 $15.60
2002-2003 234 541 89,476 2.31 165.39 6.05 $13.73
2003-2004 223 453 154,343 2.03 340.71 2.94 $18.72
2004-2005 203 432 79,629 2.13 184.33 5.43 $13.66
Average 174 391 56,931 2.21 134.53 10.07 $10.43
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Badger per Trapper

Badger harvest trends in Utah, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.
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BEAVER

Beaver harvest in Utah, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.

Trap Projected  Projected Projected Beaver per Set-days per Beaver per Pelt

Year Trappers Harvest Set-days Trapper Beaver 1000 Set-days Price
1982-1983 181 1,584 31,632 8.75 19.97 50.08 $12.89
1983-1984 200 1,788 22,131 8.94 12.38 80.79 $14.10
1984-1985 285 2,664 51,960 9.35 19.50 51.27 $16.44
1985-1986 293 3,242 60,428 11.06 18.64 53.65 $14.04
1986-1987 338 4,138 105,661 12.24 25.53 39.16 $22.064
1987-1988 409 4,716 38,367 11.53 8.14 122.92 $14.67
1988-1989 277 2,721 41,616 9.82 15.29 65.38 $10.02
1989-1990 390 3,436 48,716 8.81 14.18 70.53 $11.93
1990-1991 176 1,551 21,029 8.81 13.56 73.76 $6.49
1991-1992 216 1,492 20,040 6.91 13.43 74.45 $8.94
1992-1993 134 956 13,291 7.13 13.90 71.93 $7.74
1993-1994 171 1,761 21,578 10.30 12.25 81.61 $9.59
1994-1995 239 2,551 41,818 10.67 16.39 61.00 $12.65
1995-1996 170 1,530 15,982 9.00 10.45 95.73 $13.40
1996-1997 163 1,299 13,576 7.97 10.45 95.68 $21.15
1997-1998 210 2,896 38,816 13.79 13.40 74.61 $13.58
1998-1999 286 2,950 57,818 10.31 19.60 51.02 $9.37
1999-2000 185 1,830 23,342 9.89 12.76 78.40 $10.98
2000-2001 170 1,992 36,406 11.72 18.28 54.72 $10.32
2001-2002 143 1,689 26,199 11.81 15.51 64.47 $10.85
2002-2003 175 1,720 84,755 9.83 49.28 20.29 $9.47
2003-2004 232 1,781 97,791 7.68 54.91 18.21 $14.10
2004-2005 200 2,664 65,401 13.32 24.55 40.73 $13.91
Average 228 2,302 42,537 9.99 18.80 64.80 $12.60
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Beaver per Trapper

Beaver harvest trends in Utah, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.
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BOBCAT

Bobcat harvest in Utah, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.

Trap Projected Total Projected Bobcatper  Set-daysper  Bobcat per Pelt
Year Trappers Harvest Set-days Trapper Bobcat 1000 Set-days Price
1982-1983 1,145 2,540 469,979 222 185.03 5.40 $171.00
1983-1984 1,050 2,640 401,841 2.51 152.21 6.57 $189.00
1984-1985 1,253 2,532 559,480 2.02 220.96 4.53 $202.00
1985-1986 1,083 1,530 411,493 141 268.95 3.72 $197.00
1986-1987 1,036 1,024 224,778 0.99 219.51 4.56 $309.00
1987-1988 1,108 1,023 252,680 0.92 247.00 4.05 $245.00
1988-1989 941 1,042 175,990 1.11 168.90 5.92 $221.00
1989-1990 1,167 843 142,360 0.72 168.87 592 $102.00
1990-1991 542 527 76,218 0.97 144.63 6.91 $87.00
1991-1992 726 968 118,293 1.33 122.20 8.18 $104.00
1992-1993 827 1,171 139,949 1.42 119.51 837 $90.00
1993-1994 900 1,256 191,367 1.40 152.36 6.56 $118.60
1994-1995 914 1,293 210,522 1.41 162.82 6.14 $70.02
1995-1996 749 896 108,594 1.20 121.20 825 $79.51
1996-1997 615 866 138,899 141 160.39 6.23 $147.80
1997-1998 619 1,234 255,147 1.99 206.76 4.84 $60.89
1998-1999 1,031 2,092 633,774 2.03 302.95 3.30 $55.86
1999-2000 828 1,430 238,152 1.73 166.54 6.00 $82.64
2000-2001 852 2,008 399,609 2.36 199.01 5.02 $93.56
2001-2002 666 1,866 342,678 2.80 183.64 545 $147.66
2002-2003 984 2,176 593,692 221 272.84 3.67 $270.33
2003-2004 1,133 2,027 701,383 1.79 346.02 2.89 $203.17
2004-2005 1,300 1,954 462,019 1.50 236.45 4.23 $221.65
Average 933 1,519 315,169 1.63 196.90 5.51 $150.81

27



Bobcat per Trapper
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Bobcat harvest trends in Utah, 1982-1983 through 2004-2005.
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