
 
 
 

The Weber River watershed originates in the high altitude peaks of the Uinta Mountains, then flows through the alluvial 
valleys of Summit, Morgan and Weber Counties.   The total stream length of the Weber River is approximately 125-
miles.  In-stream fish habitat varies markedly along the altitudinal gradient of this watershed, and the fish community 
and structure reflect those differences from reach-to-reach.  The 11-mile reach that extends from Wanship Dam (i.e., 
Rockport Reservoir) downstream to the I-80 bridge upstream of Echo Reservoir is designated as a Blue Ribbon 
Fishery.  This report summarizes the results of fisheries assessments that have been conducted in that reach of the 
Weber River.  Electrofishing surveys have been conducted in this section of the Weber River since 1973, but only the 
most recent data collected in 2006 are discussed in this report.  The following figures illustrate population size and 
structure of brown trout and mountain whitefish, the two most popular sport fish species in this reach of the Weber 
River.           

 
 
 
 During 2006 population levels of 

brown trout in this reach of the 
Weber River ranged from 585 to 
2393 fish per stream mile (Figure 1). 
Despite that range in abundance, 
the population of brown trout in this 
reach of the Weber River is 
relatively stable and abundant.  In 
2006 population levels of mountain 
whitefish ranged from 941 to 2328 
fish per mile (Figure 1).  Due to their 
high abundance mountain whitefish 
contribute significantly to the creel in 
this reach of the Weber River.   
 
Size structure of brown trout in this 
reach of the Weber River ranges 
from approximately 87 mm (3.4-
inches) to 540 mm (21.3-inches; 
Figure 2).  The average length of 
brown trout was only 187 mm (7.4-
inches), but many of those captured 
fish were juveniles.  Catchable-sized 
fish ranged from 220 mm (8.6-
inches) to 540 mm (21.3-inches). 
 
The Weber River is a popular sport 
fishery in Utah, and the brown trout 
population in this reach continues to 
provide anglers with excellent 
opportunities to catch one of Utah’s 
most sought after sport fish species. 
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Figure 1.  Brown trout (dark grey) and mountain whitefish (light grey) 
population estimates from three locations in Section 7 of the Weber 
River.  Error bars indicate 95% confidence intervals.   
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Figure 2.  Cumulative length distribution of all brown trout captured by 
electrofishing in Section 7 of the Weber River during 2006.  
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