An overview of the economic and social benefits

The Blue Ribbon Fisheries Advisory Council



How: we started
In 2000, Wes Johnson took Governor Mike Leavitt fishing. While fishing Wes

broached the idea about a council that would allocate monies to the
protection and enhancement of Utah’s fisheries. Governor Leavitt took the
idea to heart and the Blue Ribbon Fisheries Advisory Council was born
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Background Information

By Executive Order, the Blue Ribbon Fisheries Advisory Council
was created to:

e |dentify Blue Ribbon Fisheries.

e Recommend enhancements to Blue Ribbon
W aters.

* Recommend protections for Blue Ribbon
Fisheries.

e Promote Blue Ribbon Fisheries.



Mission Statement

To identify, enhance, and protect
those Utah waters and their
watersheds that provide, or have the
potential to provide, Blue Ribbon
qguality public angling experiences for
the purpose of preserving and

enhancing these economically valuable
natural resources.



* Five representing each of the Division of Wildlife Regions

* Three at large members.

* One Division of Wildlife representative



Criteria for Blue Ribbon Fishery
Designation

 Water quality and quantity

* Water accessibility

* Natural reproduction capacity
* Angling pressure

» Specific species



Blue Ribbon Waters

The Blue Ribbon Fisheries Advisory Council allocates $400,000 to
over $500,000 on an annual basis. This equates to almost $S1 from
every fishing license sold.

Funding Categories
Access Restoration Acquisition

Equipment Training

Waters Listed as Blue Ribbon
e 27 Flat Waters with 251,549 total surface acres.

e 26 Streams with over 303 miles designated.



Why this is important

Recreation and tourism is one of Utah’s top
industries. Blue Ribbon Fisheries add to this

Industry.

Fishing alone contributes S708 million to Utah’s
economy. Fishing and Hunting combined pushed
$1.24 billion into our economy. When added to
Wildlife Watching, the economic impact to Utah was
S2.3 billion.

Wildlife related recreation generated nearly $127
Million in state and local tax revenue.

Wildlife-related recreation supported more than
24,000 jobs in Utah.

2006 USFW&S data compiled by Southwick and Associates



Why this is important

* Blue Ribbon waters create excitement in anglers to
experience these higher quality fisheries. Most Blue Ribbon
waters are in rural areas, driving economic benefits to local
communities.

* Approximately 1/4 of fishing licenses sold in 2010 were to
non-residents. Blue Ribbon fisheries help to bring people
here.
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* The most important aspect of |
angling is that it benefits our &%
Quality of Life in Utah. |



License Sales

In 2008, Utah sold 415,000 fishing and

combination licenses. approximately 33% of those fishing

licenses sold were to non-resident anglers which equates to about
136,950 out of state anglers.

In 2009, fishing and combination license sales
increased to 519,775.

In 2010, fishing and combination license sales

increased to 514,538. Non-resident license sales dropped to

120,091, making the out-of-state participants 23% of licenses sold. A
reduction of 12.3%.

The cost of a resident fishing license has only increased
by S2 over the last 8 years, and has only increased a total
of $16 in the last 40 years.
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Where non-resident anglers come from
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Regional Project Overviews nNorthern Region

BRFAC funding assistance provided for:

* Multiple projects on the Weber River.

 The Logan River Sediment
study.

* The creation of another “rock pile” at Bear Lake.

 The Ogden River Restoration
Project. :

* The UDWR’s Walk In Access Program, which
started in this region.

A total of $517,470.07 has been spent in this region since 2006. Source: DWR WRI Database.



RegiOnal Project Overviews Northeastern Region

BRFAC funding assistance provided for:

* The Lake Canyon Lake Property acquisition.

e The creation of a Fish Barrier
on the West Fork of the
Duchesne River.

* Building a fishing pier at Pelican Lake to
enable disabled and elderly anglers to
access this great fishery.

* A pilot project for habitat restoration on the Duchesne
River in Tabiona.

* Fencing at Steinaker Reservoir to protect R
the reservoir edge.

A total of $140,560.71 has been spent in this region since 2006. Source: DWR WRI Database.



Regional Project Overviews  Central Region

BRFAC funding assistance provided for:

* Multiple phases of the Strawberry
River Restoration Project.

* Indian Creek fencing to protect critical Cutthroat
spawning habitat.

* Maintenance (trash pick up and
portable toilets) on the lower
Provo River.

e Studies on the Provo River and Diamond
Fork Rivers. The Provo River is the most
valuable river in Utah having an economic
benefit of 514,305,692 (2006 dollars, USU and USFW&S data)

* Snow removal on Strawberry Reservoir
to enable angler access after UDOT was
unable to plow.

A total of $233,066.33 has been spent in this region since 2006. Source: DWR WRI Database.



The Strawberry River Restoration Project Central Region
Enhancements to the river that feeds our most valuable fishery
Fishing dollars were multiplied for maximum benefit

Total project cost - $815,000

Funding partners

e Blue Ribbon Fisheries $130,000
 DWR Habitat Council (license sales) $130,000
* US Forest Service In-Kind (NEPA) $35,000

American Reinvestment and Recovery Act $520,000







Regional Project Overviews  Southern Region

BRFAC funding assistance provided for:

* Kingston Canyon, East Fork of the Sevier River Wildlife
Management area.

e Black Canyon, East Fork
of the Sevier River
Wildlife Management
area.

Mountain, lake stabilization and water rights
agreements.

e A fishing pier at Lake Powell and Quail Creek
Reservoirs. This enables kids, the disabled, and the
elderly fishing access.

* Upper Sevier River and Asay Creek &=
stream channel stabilization and |
fish habitat project.

A total of $2,639,678.47 has been spent in this region since 2006. Source: DWR WRI Database.
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Kingston Canyon Acquisition

One of the Southern Region’s top Blue Ribbon projects.
Fishing dollars were multiplied for maximum benefit

Total purchase price - $1.48 million

Funding partners
Blue Ribbon Fisheries (Federal Aid matching funds) $198,600
Blue Ribbon Fisheries (restricted license dollars) $285,592

« DWR Habitat Council (license sales) S$554,528
e Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation $100,000

EPA 319 grants administered by the Utah $340,92

Department of Environmental Quality.
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Kingston Canyon Acquisition
One of the Southern Region’s top Blue Ribbon projects.

Prior to the sale the property owner The property is now part of the Kingston Canyon
worked with the DWR to do stream WMA and is now open to the public for fishing,
restoration using Federal watershed E

and soil erosion grants ($240,000)

el 2 * " hunting and
m»»ﬂ " -other outdoor
. uses.







SUCCesS.

It didn’t take fishermen long to
discover this jewel. They came to
fish, but also put money into the
local economies by buying gas,
meals, lodging, and of course fishing
tackle!



the DWR with egg collection from spawning
Cutthroat.

* A boat ramp at Huntington
Reservoir (Mammoth).

* Angler access at Scofield
Reservoir.

* The Mud Creek restoration project (in Scofield City)

R e .
A total of $161,200.00 has been spent in this region since 2006. Source: DWR WRI Database.
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Regional Project Overviews salt Lake office

BRFAC funding assistance provided for:

* A warm-water fish hatchery at the Lee Kay Hunter
Education Center

 The development of
community fisheries which | _‘
are valuable at getting our = SRSEEE
youth involved in fishing
and outdoor activities.

UTAH DIVISION OF ik
WILDLIFE RESOURCES X

O

FISHERIES EXPERIMENT STATION

e Several projects at the Fisheries Experiment Station.
=79 4

A total of $258,709.88 has been spent in this region since 2006. Source: DWR WRI Database.

* The initial startup of the Blue Ribbon
Fisheries website. A marketing channel
that appeals to the younger generation.

* Acquiring access on statewide fisheries.




Expenditures and economic benefits by
Region and by County

Total licenses sold 2010—- Northern Region 105,276
License sales Box Elder County 8,565
License sales Cache County 14,102
License sales Davis County 42,496
License sales Morgan County 2,029
License sales Rich County 458
License sales Summit County 4,176
License sales Weber County 33,450

Economic benefits Blue Ribbon Fisheries — Northern Region

Bear Lake S2,407,882 Pineview Reservoir $846,000
Weber River $7,223,704 Logan River $3,116,110
Blacksmith Fork S3,682,681 West Fork Black’s Fork S

South Fork Ogden River S



Expenditures and economic benefits by
Region and by County

Total licenses sold 2010— Northeastern Region 24,843
License sales Daggett County 569
License sales Duchesne County 2,396
License sales Grand County 2,034
License sales Uintah County 12,747
License sales Wasatch County 7,097

Economic benefits Blue Ribbon Fisheries — Northeastern Region

Flaming Gorge Reservoir $6,657,133 Pelican Lake $3,682,681
Steinaker Reservoir S Calder Reservoir S

Lake Canyon Lake S Brough Reservoir S
Duchesne River (Hanna Portion) S Green River S11,756,152

West Fork Duchesne River S Strawberry River S
Currant Creek S Willow Creek S



Expenditures and economic benefits by
Region and by County

Total licenses sold 2010- Central Region 201,817
License sales Juab County 2,680
License sales Salt Lake County 122,548
License sales Tooele County 10,362
License sales Utah County 66,227

Economic benefits Blue Ribbon Fisheries — Central Region

Strawberry Reservoir $31,302,580
Jordanelle Reservoir* S4,815,763
Middle/Lower Provo River S14,305,692

*Jordanelle Reservoir is one of six State Parks with a Blue Ribbon Fishery.



Expenditures and economic benefits by Region and by County

Total licenses sold 2010- Southern Region 43,933
License sales Beaver County 2,221
License sales Garfield County 1,827
License sales Iron County 9,256
License sales Kane County 1,605
License sales Millard County 3,256
License sales Piute County 558
License sales Sevier County 6,307
License sales Washington County 18,903
Economic benefits Blue Ribbon Fisheries — Southern Region
Kolob Reservoir S245,520 Lake Powell S9,206,673*
Manning Meadows $28,500* Panguitch Lake 52,124,626
Quail Creek $653,400 Blind Lake S16,500*
Gunlock Reservoir S66,000 McGath $16,500*
Minersville Reservoir $375,000 Oak Creek S16,500*
Paragonah S195,000* Sand Hollow S960,000
Fish Lake S5,523,992 Asay Creek $9,900*
East Fork Sevier River S66,000* Panguitch Creek $23,400*

Corn Creek $16,200* Fremont River $16,500



Expenditures and economic benefits by
Region and by County

Total licenses sold 2010- Southeastern Region 18,293
License sales Carbon County 5,516
License sales Emery County 3,552
License sales San Juan County 2,120
License sales Sanpete County 6,245
License sales Wayne County 860

Economic benefits Blue Ribbon Fisheries — Southeastern Region

Scofield Reservoir S11,047,983 Lake Powell $9,206,673*
Duck Fork Reservoir S Huntington (Mammoth) $69,364
Huntington Creek S LH Fk Huntington S

RH FK Huntington S Price River S

*Shared with Southern Region






