
Have you noticed that the days seem to be getting shorter,
         and  it isn't as warm as it was last summer?  Maybe you

have been to the mountains and have seen some of the leaves on
the trees are changing color.  Those are all signs that autumn is here.

There is another sign of autumn that is happening outside right now.  Ducks, geese,
swans and other birds are coming back to Utah.  They have been away in the north for
the summer. Now they are flying back to the south to spend the winter.  As these great
birds, known as waterfowl, make their long trip between their nesting habitats in the
north and their wintering habitats in the south, many of them will pass right through
Utah.

Ducks are usually the first waterfowl to get to Utah on their annual migration.  As
we look at the ponds and marshes, we are likely to see two different kinds of ducks.
There are brightly colored dabbling ducks.  We also call these ducks puddle ducks.
There are many different kinds of puddle ducks.  Mallards, teal, pintails and gadwalls
are all puddle ducks.  We can tell puddle ducks by the way the tip up in the water to
feed on plants and insects.  Also, when they take off from the water, they jump straight
into the air!

Canvasbacks, scaup and ruddy ducks are examples of the diving ducks.  These ducks
can dive and swim around under the surface of the water looking for food.  When they
take off, they run across the surface of the water to get enough speed to fly.

Many geese will come through Utah this fall too.  We will see black and white Canada
geese, white snow geese, and others.  Geese have longer necks than ducks, and usually
fly in a large "V" formation.  This helps them save energy on their long flights.  One of
the most beautiful waterfowl to come to Utah is the swan.  These large birds have all
white feathers and a black bill.  For a long time it looked like swans would become
extinct.  Now it looks like they are doing quite well.

All these waterfowl need wetlands in order to survive.
Without wetlands, we won't be able to enjoy
the sights and sounds of these wonder-
ful birds.  We hope you will enjoy
learning about Utah's Wonderful
Waterfowl and their habitats in
this issue of Nature's Call.
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Quack, Quack
 We're Back!

Pintail



The ruddy duck  is a very
strangely colored duck.

Believe it or not, it has a bright
blue bill!  It also has a black crown,

snowy white cheek patches, a rusty-
colored body, and black wing and tail feathers.  Its tail
feathers point sharply upward like a stiff fan, and so
they are sometimes called "stiff-tails".  They are small-
sized ducks that often dive instead of fly when
approached by danger.

Wood ducks  are probably the most uniquely colored ducks sporting
almost every color of the rainbow.  Their heads have a crest, colored
green with white stripes, their eyes are red, and the bill is red with a
white edge on top and a black tip.  Moving down, their brown-colored
chests are separated from the head and tan sides by bold white and
black stripes.  The tail, wings and back are dark, black-green with
iridescent blue areas.  They are not very common in Utah so you will

need to look at a color picture to fill in the rest of the details.

M any different types of ducks, geese and swans can be found in Utah's wetland
 areas.  They come in all shapes, sizes and colors.  Its a good thing that they do,

because that way people can tell which one is which.  To tell different species apart, birders,
people who watch birds, often first use colors of different body parts, such as the head, the bill
and the body to identify them.  Many waterfowl species are even named after the color of
some of their parts.

Using patterns of color is an especially useful trick for identifying duck species in particular.
This is because the male duck, or drake, is usually very brightly colored.  Hens, female ducks,
on the other hand, are drab colored, but can be identified by the drake with which they are
paired.  Both though, often have a distinctly colored place on the tops of their wings called a
"speculum," that only shows when they're flying, or maybe stretching their wings.

To learn more about identifying the different ducks that you may see, read the information
about some of Utah's different ducks below, and study the diagram showing the body parts of
a typical duck in the box to the right.  Also look at some colored pictures of ducks that your
teacher may have.  When you have learned about some of the ducks in Utah, color the duck
in the box to the right with a variety of colors.  After you have colored your duck, give it a
name reflecting the colors it has!

The mallard , is one of the most common ducks
that you can see on any marsh.  It is easily
recognized by its bright green head and neck,
and rust-colored chest, separated by a white
collar.  It also has yellow or orange feet, a
yellow bill, a shiny blue speculum, and
upturned tail feathers that form a curl.
Mallards are a type of "puddle" duck.
When they tip to feed, all you'll see is
their white bellies and black undertail
feathers bobbing on the surface.

The pintail  is another very common duck in Utah.
It can be identifed by its chocolate-colored head with
white neck and chest feathers that extend upward
along the back of the head, forming a stripe.  Its
name though, comes from another very
distinctive feature, an
especially long, pointed
black-colored tail.   It has
a green speculum.  Since it
is a relatively slender duck,
it can fly rapidly through
the sky.
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Some other ducks named after features that are a particular color
include: the blue-winged teal and the green-winged teal, which
have a blue-colored speculum and a green-colored

speculum respectively; the
cinnamon teal, which has
cinnamon-colored feathers
covering its head, chest and

sides; and the redhead, with a
red head and neck offset by a
black chest, white belly and

greyish back.

Ruddy duck

Wood duck

Parts of a Typical Duck

Wing Parts of a Typical Duck

Name  of  Your  Duck:


